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QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
"Don't limit a child to your own learning, 
for he was born in another time." 

--Rabbinic saying 
 
 
 

A Bug In Your Ear… 
 
MONTREAL MASSACRE REMEMBERED  
 
By Carly Grossman  
The McGill Daily, MONTREAL (CUP)  

On Dec. 6 1989, Marc Lepine stormed into the Ecole Polytechnic 
of the Université de Montréal. Waving a gun in the air, he ordered 
the men in the room to leave. The women, all engineering 
students, were told to stay behind.  

"You’re all a bunch of feminists, and I hate feminists," yelled Lepine, as he fired two shots into 
the ceiling. Less than one hour later, 14 women lay dead, victims of this brutal murder-suicide 
attack. A note later found on the gunman blamed "feminists" for ruining his life and contained a 
list of more women he had planned to kill.  

This horrifying event, considered to be one of the worst massacres in Canadian history, aroused a 
sense of grief and shock from coast to coast. It also prompted feelings of outright rage, as it 
became clear that Lepine’s crime was a deliberate act of violence directed at women.  

But it was the indiscriminate hatred and resentment towards women represented by Lepine that 
scared people the most. The misogyny expressed by Lepine became a symbol of a much larger 
problem, and it forced men and women across Canada and around the world to reflect on the 
phenomenon of gender-based violence.  

For Camille Rudney it is crucial that this issue come to the forefront. As the internal coordinator 
of McGill University’s Women’s Union, Rudney says the killings should not be viewed as a 
random act of violence.  

http://72.52.134.4/


"It is systematic and indicative of the world in which we live, where there is patriarchy and 
misogyny. We want people to understand that this was not an isolated event but part of a larger 
continuum of violence against women," said Rudney.  

These days, the focus of that continuum appears to have shifted to countries and cultures outside 
of Canada.  

With the war in Afghanistan, the spotlight has turned to the plight of women under Taliban rule. 
Compared with the overt discrimination found in this regime, many would agree that Canada is a 
far more progressive country, one that prides itself on tolerance and gender equality. But Rudney 
asserts it is crucial for Canadians not to overlook the more elusive acts of violence that occur 
everyday.  

"I think it is more subtle and thus even more dangerous. It’s having pictures of anorexic women 
plastered all over the streets and having that be the image of beauty by our society," said Rudney.  

It is also, she added, the fear that many women have of walking alone at night -- that their 
movement is restricted and their safety compromised.  

According to Rudney, one way of raising awareness and of working towards social change is by 
holding a memorial service to commemorate the lives lost -- not just the lives of the young 
women killed 12 years ago, but women everywhere who have suffered similar abuses.  

In 1991, Canada established Dec. 6 as the National Day of Remembrance and Action on 
Violence Against Women. Vigils are held across the country on that day each year.  

 
 
 

 
Shop Online, But Shop Safe 
By Tamra Ross Low  
 
 
 
Christmas is coming, and shopping time is short.  This time of 
year, more than any other, people turn to E-shopping.  
Unfortunately, not everyone has a good experience.  
Nevertheless, the number of people purchasing online is growing.  
According to a 2000 survey by Industry Canada's Electronic 
Commerce Branch, the number of people buying online increased 
6.9% from 1999, and E-sales totals jumped from $417 million to 
1.1 billion during the same period - an increase of 264%.   
 
E-Commerce is becoming commonplace, but too few people 

understand its advantages and disadvantages.  For every satisfied customer, another ends up with 
products they don't want, fraudulent credit card charges, or items that arrive too late.  This does 

http://e-com.ic.gc.ca/english/documents/research/backgounder_oct23_01.pdf


not have to be the case.  There are many resources available to educate consumers about E-
Commerce.   
 
There are a number of factors to consider before purchasing from an electronic retailer.  First, 
does the store have brick-and-mortar locations, or is it online only?  A major store like Sears, for 
example, already has an established system for returns, exchanges, and warranties.  You can 
generally expect that their internet store will offer the same level of service, and that you can 
return products purchased online to a local store.  Stores that only exist on the internet could be 
reputable, but you should be more cautious when using them. 
 
When browsing a  new store's website, there are some guidelines that can help you determine if 
this is a serious retailer.  First, browse the site thoroughly.  Some sites are shoddy, with only a 
few products listed and scant descriptions.  This should raise an alarm.  If a store is serious about 
its online service, the site will show it.  Look for lots of products, good descriptions, and pages 
that load quickly and correctly.  Shoddy sites probably mean shoddy service.  A site that only 
sells a handful of items may be a scam trying to get your credit card number. 
 
Speaking of credit cards, never enter your card number on a site that is not secure.  There are a 
number of ways to check this.  First, set your browser to warn you if a site does not have a valid 
security certificate.  If there is a problem, call the store and find out why.  Also, the webpage that 
asks for your personal information should use 128-bit encryption.  On Internet Explorer there 
will be a little padlock icon on the status bar.  Make certain you know how to check for this.  If 
you are using an older browser you may have to download a security upgrade to use 128 SSL 
encryption.  Another option is to telephone in your credit card number after you submit your 
order.  If the store you are dealing with does not offer this option, be wary.  Also, find out if your 
credit card is kept on file.  Most stores will keep your name and address, but ask you to enter 
your credit card each time you buy.  Some stores, however, also keep your card on file, which 
makes it available to hackers or disgruntled employees.  If the store gives you the option of 
keeping your card number on file, say no.  An exception is any site that offers a subscription 
service that requires your card number on file for a monthly charge.  Some stores keep your card 
without telling you, however, so it's best to ask if the Help page does not specify. 
 
Another thing to check for is contact information.  Does the site list a telephone number or post 
address?  If not, be concerned.  Also, check the postage rates, as they vary widely.  Some stores, 
like Sears, Zellers, and the Bay will ship your items for free to the nearest outlet.  Others offer 
free shipping on a minimum order.  Shopping online makes it easy to shop around, so make sure 
you shop for the best shipping rates as well. 
 
Be especially careful when purchasing from stores outside Canada.  US prices, when converted 
to Canadian currency, are about 150% as much.  Many Canadian stores use US prices online, so 
always check.  Shipping rates to Canada also vary widely.  It is possible to pay $20 shipping on a 
$25 blouse.  Make sure you can get ground shipping and that rates are reasonable.  Also, 
remember that goods crossing the border are subject to duty and GST, which varies and is not 
always applied.  You might, for example, receive an order without any duty attached, and then 
get hit on your next purchase from the same store.  GST is added to duty, and in some provinces 
your provincial sales tax is tacked on too.  Packages crossing the border are also subject to a $5 
handling fee.  So, say you order a CD for $15.  Pretty good deal?  Add $3.50 shipping (Amazon's 
rate), convert this to CAN dollars and it's $28 or more.  Add the $5 fee, $7 duty and GST and 
you just paid $40 for a CD. Sometimes, though, you'll get your CD without the surcharges and 

http://www.ccra-adrc.gc.ca/customs/business/importing/courier/postal/ind_dutiable-e.html


just have to pay exchange.  Incidentally, duty and GST are also charged on items you win in 
contests. 
 
The most important thing to know about when shopping from the US is customs brokerage.  
Couriers, such as UPS, use their own brokers to clear customs, and tack on a surcharge for this 
service.  They are allowed to set their own rates.  UPS has been profiled on Marketplace several 
times for charging ludicrous amounts for customs brokerage.  Check out this Street Cents story 
of a girl who paid $55 for a $15 lunch box and for tips on how to avoid paying brokerage fees.  
Also see Market Place for this story of a woman who was charged $31 brokerage fee for a $78 
book.  Know your rights.  You do NOT have to allow a courier/UPS to clear your package for 
you.  You can pick it up at customs and pay the charges yourself, or make certain the shipper is 
using regular post.  Make you wishes known to the store before they ship your items.  Some US 
stores only offer courier service for delivery to Canada, but they will use regular post if you 
request it.  Contact the government of Canada consumer affairs division for more information. 
 
If you keep these things in mind, you should have a good experience shopping online.  Buying 
from the US can be a rip-off, but good deals can be found if you do the math and take steps to 
avoid extra charges.  Make sure you have enough information before buying, and this includes 
product information.  If there is no picture of the item, or if the description is poor, go elsewhere.  
The best E-Stores are really good at providing product information.  For example, a Canadian 
video store called Videomatica includes hi-res scans of both sides of the video boxes, so that you 
can read everything on it - just like you can in the store.  Online stores also can offer superior 
selection to brick-and-mortar stores, because you can order anything on their product list. 
 
If you intend to make any online purchases this season, you may want to make use of some of 
the following resources to help you get the most out of E-shopping: 
 
The Government of Canada offers an online shopping assistant that quizzes you to make certain 
that you have all the information you need about a store before purchasing. 
 
They also have a booklet titled  Shopping on the Internet: Get informed. 
 
There is a Government of Canada website devoted to Electric Commerce in Canada which is 
filled with useful tips and statistics.   
 
Most important, don't make your first E-purchase when time is short.  If you rely on an unknown 
shop to get you that special gift in time for Christmas, you may be disappointed, and there might 
not be time to shop elsewhere.  Ask around before you try a store, or visit a site like BizRate that 
lists customer ratings of hundreds of merchants.  Also, try doing a web search on that store or 
product.  Earlier this year I looked at buying a certain brand of computer.  A quick search 
showed me that this company has numerous complaints with the Better Business Bureau and that 
there is a class action law suit again them for failing to provide warranty service.  The 
information was easy to find.  Research a little before you buy and talk to people who are 
experienced online shoppers.  Also, don't believe stores that guarantee 3 or 4 day delivery right 
before Christmas.  They cannot control the postal service, and if they get swamped with last-
minute orders, they may not be able to fill them.  Allow for a few extra days and contact the store 
if they do not send you confirmation that the item was shipped within a couple days of your 
order. 
 

http://halifax.cbc.ca/streetcents/show/more/show_14_01/shipping_handling.html
http://www.cbc.ca/consumers/market/files/home/courierfees/index.html
http://www.videomatica.com/cax/store.asp
http://strategis.ic.gc.ca/pics/ca/consumer.pdf
http://e-com.ic.gc.ca/
http://www.bizrate.com/


Finally, never purchase anything from companies that send you unsolicited email.  Most are 
scams, and no reputable store uses spam. 
 
Merry Christmas, and happy shopping. 
 
 
 
 

 
From my perspective 
Travelling in a war zone 

Debbie Jabbour 
 
Most of us in Canada have never had the 
experience of war first hand.  Most of us have 
never fought in a war, nor have we been innocent 

civilian victims of a war.  So it is often very difficult for us to comprehend the reality of how it 
feels to be a civilian living in Afghanistan, or any other country embroiled in conflict.  To us, 
"war zone" may be used casually to describe a messy house, or a group of people arguing.  In 
1983, I learned first hand what it felt like to be in a real war zone.   
 
At the very young age of 19 I left home and travelled to Honduras, living there for a year and a 
half.  I learned many things during that time.  Friendship means a lot in Latin America, and I 
found some wonderful friends who taught me well.  Seeing contrasts of extreme poverty against 
displays of opulence was something I had imagined but never really grasped the reality of until it 
was in front of me.     
 
I recall being in downtown Tegucigalpa, surrounded by the excitement of the marketplace, the 
pungent smell of rotting fruit in the air, voices of women dressed in multi-colored skirts, carrying 
huge baskets on their heads, jostling me as they hawked the contents of their baskets.  On one 
corner there would be watermelon piled up higher than my arm could reach.  Row after row of 
mangos, papayas, guava, and sugarcane; fruits I'd never seen before and have not seen again.  
Countless varieties of bananas, ranging from the super-sweet, finger length "minimos" to pithy, 
foot long "platanos."  On another corner, rows of lizards trussed up and hanging in neat rows 
(yes, still alive!), turtle eggs, chickens, and strips of meat whose source I preferred not to even 
question. 
 
Towering over the marketplace was a Catholic church.  Its spire rose high above, the brilliance 
enhanced by what my Honduran friends proudly explained was real gold plating.  One day, I 
found my eyes straying up to that lovely spire, shimmering in the intense mid day heat.  I then 
turned around to look at the marketplace below, and my gaze caught by one family in particular.  
At a small vegetable stand next to the pile of watermelons, a haggard-looking mother surrounded 
by filthy, barefoot little ones sat on a stool with one of her children at her feet…picking carefully 
through her daughter's hair… pulling out each louse one by one as she lovingly stroked her 
child's dark head and cheek.  Call it a moment of epiphany if you will, but I was profoundly 



struck by the injustice of the opulence and richness of a religious institution that arrogantly stood 
over such abject poverty, and I have never seen the Catholic church in the same light since.   
 
In spite of this, I fell in love with Honduras and its people.  I also met my first husband there, and 
will forever be linked to the country through our children.   
 
In 1983, I had a chance to return there, now married and with two small daughters, 5 and 6 years 
old.  We drove all the way from Edmonton in our customized van, stopping in Mazatlan on the 
way.  In Mexico, when people heard we were driving to Honduras, we were met with horror and 
pleas to reconsider.  Natives in Guatemala were being slaughtered indiscriminately by a US-
sponsored government bent on genocide, and travel through that country was considered highly 
dangerous.  However, we were reassured that as long as we travelled by day we would be OK, 
and since my husband had urgent and serious family matters to attend to in Honduras, we 
decided to continue on our voyage, taking the appropriate precautions.   
 
Travel through Mexico by land is a slow process, the highways are narrow and heavy traffic 
(usually foul-smelling, aged diesel trucks) impedes progress.  Late one night everyone was 
asleep in the van, and I was at the wheel, driving along a high winding mountain stretch 
approaching Oaxaca.  I rounded a curve and came upon a crowd of people milling about the 
highway, a large vehicle overturned by the side of the road.  I could not proceed, they were all 
over the road; I slowed down, suddenly terrified, screaming at my husband to wake up.  A group 
approached our van and gestured wildly.  I rolled the window down an inch, and several men and 
women pressed themselves up tightly to the door, pushing their fingers through the crack.  They 
kept asking if we had any tools, telling us they needed help for the vehicle that had gone off the 
road.  I told them we had nothing, no tools, and continued to edge forward, my heart pounding.  
My husband woke up briefly, yelled at them to leave us alone, and told me to just drive on.  As I 
accelerated the crowd fell back and let us through.  Much later, I heard the horror stories of 
tourists who had been taken in by this scam and had been dragged out of their vehicles and 
murdered after stopping to help.  
 
We finally reached the Guatemalan border at Tapachula two days later.  The border crossing was 
patrolled heavily with what my husband called "soldaditos" (little soldiers), and they took 
advantage of every opportunity to exert their power, however minimal.  We were doing our best 
to drive across Guatemala during daylight, something that would take at least 12 hours, and had 
approached the border long before sunrise with that goal in mind.  The guards, however, were 
intent on making our border crossing as difficult as possible.  Although my husband had 
Canadian citizenship, they laughed at his Canadian passport, considering him Honduran.  We 
had a CB radio, and they confiscated our antenna and handset.  Hours later, after a thorough 
examination of everything in the van and a defumigation, they finally allowed us to proceed.     
 
By this time it was late morning and we were becoming apprehensive about whether we would 
actually get through Guatemala during daylight.  The exquisite countryside flew by us as we 
focused on the goal of getting out of the danger zone.  I had been in Guatemala City previously 
and wished we could stop and enjoy its beautiful colonial Spanish atmosphere, but it was too late 
in the day to linger.  The sky was darkening by the time we left Guatemala City, and in the 
tropics there is no dusk - it's like a curtain suddenly falls and you go from day to night 
instantaneously.  It was suddenly black night, and our goal, the border town of Esquipulas, was 
still a few hours away.   
 



As we drove along the winding highway, tanks full of soldiers kept passing us, and my terror and 
apprehension of some unknown danger lurking in the darkness of Guatemala kept increasing.  
Finally, at about 8 PM that night, the welcoming lights of Esquipulas came into sight.  We pulled 
up to a quiet courtyard surrounding a low white building with a sign that advertised "hotel", and 
got out into the peaceful, sweet-smelling, velvet night.  No fear was apparent; we were simply 
tourists at a quaint Spanish-style hotel, surrounded by friendly, happy people intent on making us 
welcome.   
 
The following morning was Sunday, and since everything seemed so quiet and calm, we decided 
to enjoy this lovely oasis-like town and spend the day there before crossing into Honduras.  Our 
fears seemed unwarranted, and we prepared to travel on.     
 
Next week:  Fears become a reality.     
 
 
    
 

  
FED WATCH! 
 
By Karl Low 
 
 
 
International Education Strategy or Hidden 
Welfare? 
 
827,000 dollars has been announced to be going to Atlantic 
ional Education Strategy designed to recruit international 

students to Universities in Atlantic Canada. 
Canada in order to fund an Internat

 
The Honourable Minister of Industry, Brian Tobin, made the announcement saying "The post-
secondary education system in Newfoundland and Labrador is comprehensive and as such 
should be appealing to students throughout the world."  Yet only recently, the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development recently released test results comparing 15-year-old 
students in 32 countries.  These test results show that while Canada performed well, Atlantic 
Canada consistently performed worse (.pdf file) than the Canadian average - yet it is Atlantic 
Canada that receives this additional funding for their universities? Why not spend the money in 
an area that has a proven track record of providing a better education (such as Alberta, which 
consistently performed better than the Canadian average in the OECD tests) - or even, dare we 
say it, education at a distance for international students? 
 
Perhaps a better explanation as to why Atlantic Canada is getting this money is because the 
Minister of Industry was elected in Newfoundland, and if he wants to get re-elected, he'll have to 
be able to show Newfoundlanders how he's benefited them while in office. While I don't mind 

http://www.acoa.ca/e/media/press/press.shtml?1649
http://www.cmec.ca/pisa/2000/highlights.en.pdf


seeing struggling education systems getting a hand up, our government should at least be honest 
about the reasoning. 
 
Hey Buddy, Can you Spare a Billion? 
 
By the time this is printed, Finance Minister Paul Martin will have released his next budget, and 
shortly thereafter Parliament will be going on their extended Christmas break.  When they come 
back, no doubt they'll be hoping that everybody will have forgotten the Auditor General's report, 
with it's particularly harsh reviews of the government's mismanagement of finance and the 
incredible surplus sitting in the Employment Insurance program.  Analysis of the EI program has 
suggested that a surplus amount of approximately fifteen billion should be kept on hand just in 
case we suffer a recession. However, the EI surplus currently stands at 36 billion dollars. 
  
Some quick math shows us that this is some 21 billion dollars more than is required. In keeping 
with the goals of the Employment Insurance program, it would be particularly fitting if this 
money was either re-invested into our educational structure in the form of grants, or additional 
courses to help the unemployed transition to new work, or given back to Canadians in a rebate 
program.  Such a rebate wouldn't be huge, probably about $1000 per adult Canadian, but 
certainly enough to give a slight boost to consumer or lower the total amount of debt that 
Canadians are struggling under. 
 
Quick Bit 
 
Did you know that there's a Canadian Most Wanted criminal list?  There are even rewards 
offered for some of them. Oddly, it seems that family members of the accused are not eligible to 
receive any reward money though.  I would think that it is the family members of these people 
who would be most likely to know where they could be found. 
 
 
 
 

Merrick  By Author Anne Rice 

Review by Wayne Benedict 
 

 
“Merrick” was released in 2000 and the book is named after the 
character on which it is based. To one who is not familiar with 
the fictional worlds that Rice has created, the storyline might be 
hard to follow. Merrick is a Mayfair Witch, orphaned at 14, and 
taken in and raised by the Talamasca—a secretive order of 
psychic detectives. The former “Superior General” of the order, 
one David Talbot, is the narrator of “Merrick” and he takes the 
reader on a fantastic journey that is classic Rice. 
 
David Talbot is well known to readers of Rice’s works. The 
character is one of the mainstays of the Vampire Chronicles 

http://www.oag-bvg.gc.ca/domino/reports.nsf/html/01menu_e.html
http://www.rcmp-grc.gc.ca/html/wanted-e.htm


series. As an aging, high-ranking official of the Talamasca his spirit took the body of a younger 
man when his own was stolen (see “The Tale of the Body Thief” [1992]). To everyone that 
formerly knew him, David Talbot was dead, but in actuality, the famous vampire Lestat had 
given him the Dark Gift and made him one of the Undead. 
 
Talbot’s Undead companion, Louis, is tortured over whether the spirit of Claudia—a fledgling 
that he made and who died in the sun over 100 years earlier—has gone to the light or is suffering 
some unimaginable existence as a tortured spirit (readers will recall Lestat, Louis, and Claudia 
form Rice’s masterpiece “Interview with the Vampire” [1976]). For various personal reasons, 
Talbot agrees to contact his former acquaintance Merrick, the powerful Witch who is still a 
member of the Talamasca, in order to persuade her to undertake an ill-fated attempt to recall 
Claudia’s spirit from beyond the grave. 
 
Although Merrick is a Witch with Mayfair blood, she is not one of the White Mayfairs and 
“Merrick” is not a sequel to the Mayfair Trilogy. In July 2001, Rice stated “I do not think I will 
be writing a sequel to the Witching Hour books. I feel that the trilogy, The Witching Hour, 
Lasher, and Taltos, constitutes a complete novel in three volumes. However, the Mayfairs will 
continue to appear in the Vampire Chronicles and who knows—possibly they will turn up in 
other novels as well” (quoted from the official Anne Rice web page at 
http://www.annerice.com/faq.htm). Merrick is an African American Witch whose magic is 
rooted in the deeply mysterious Voodoo tradition and she is related to, but has no contact with, 
the White Mayfair clan. 
 
I thoroughly enjoyed “Merrick” and I suggest that those familiar with Rice’s works go right out 
and buy a copy. For those who are new to Anne’s books, you’d likely be wise to start with her 
earlier novels so as to orient yourself in the vibrantly detailed Universe that she has created. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Between The Lines:   
Commentary on the Middle East 
 
By Orville Lloyd Douglas 

   

 

On Saturday Dec.1st I was horrified when I turned on the news:  
I saw an exploding shopping mall in Jerusalem and screaming 
people. Later I learned that 28 innocent Israelis died.  

It was at that moment that I began to think differently. For the 
past few months I had been harping about the American 

http://www.annerice.com/faq.htm


government and America's new war. For the longest time Osama Bin Laden and his group of 
Muslim fundamentalists had been making links between the Palestinians in Israel and their 
hatred for the United States. On Dec. 1st, I realized that there are now two wars going on: one in 
Afghanistan, and the other in the Middle East.  For several years now, from the Clinton 
Administration to the Bush administration, governments have been attempting to bring peace to 
the Middle East- but to no avail. I realized on Saturday last week that the problem in the Middle 
East centres on the PLO leader Yasser Arafat. I wondered when Arafat had the Hamas extremists 
arrested, why he hadn't done this before? 

It seems to me that only when President Bush had sent a warning to Arafat did he suddenly 
become more serious and vigilant. A few weeks back the Israeli Tourism minister was murdered. 
Now more innocent Israelis have been murdered. Enough is enough! It is time that Arafat 
becomes accountable for Hamas' actions. I wonder even more if Arafat truly gives a damn about 
peace or if he even cares about what has happened in the last few weeks. 

The American government has stated that Hamas and Hezzbola are now considered terrorist 
organizations, but hasn't this occurred before. For years in Israel, these Muslim extremists have 
been killing and murdering Israelis with their suicide bombings and other crimes against the 
Israeli people. The Israeli government counter attacked the PLO's strategic weapons bases after 
the bombings last Saturday. The Israeli people are fed up with living in terror. It is time for 
Chairman Arafat to finally be serious and attempt to work out a peaceful solution to the crisis in 
the Middle East.  However, the Israeli government is still also counteracting the actions of 
Hamas by attacking Palestinian-controlled territory. It seems to me this is just a vicious circle 
that refuses to end. The Jews hate the Palestinians and vice versa. So one must ask will there ever 
be peace in Israel? Right now the answer is a definite no. The Israeli people, government and 
now the United States seems to have lost confidence in the PLO leader Yasser Arafat; it is Arafat 
that has himself to blame for this. The question must be asked: how could Arafat know exactly 
which culprits in Hamas to arrest after the Dec.1st attacks? It is a bit too little to late for Yasser 
Arafat. The Israeli government has repeatedly asked Arafat to arrest the individuals in Hama, yet 
Arafat only acted when he sensed he was losing support from the United States president George 
W Bush. 

Arafat is also losing support from the Palestinian people as he attempts to appease both his own 
people and the American government. So far Arafat is losing, and it is obvious that Arafat 
support, both internally and internationally is slipping considerably. Right now is the time for the 
Palestinian leader, Yasser Arafat to do the right thing and seriously act as a leader.  His future as 
leader of the PLO is doomed if he doesn't. 
 
 
 
 
 



Here’s your chance to get involved! 
AUSU Student Council Elections 2002’ 
 
Dear AU Student: 
 
Hey! Have you ever wondered how you can get involved with your Students’ Union? 
Here’s your chance! It’s Election time again and AUSU (Athabasca University Students’ 
Union) is anxious to meet the new Council. So, what are you waiting for? Get to your 
post-office today and send in your nomination for new Council!  
 
As in the By-Laws, Article 11_Elections, Section 2 under Nominations: it states “Any 
Active Member in good standing may submit to the Council a self-nomination together 
with the individuals written consent to act, if elected”. 
 
“Member in Good Standing” means an individual who is a member of the Association in 
any of the categories of Membership prescribed in the By-Laws, has paid all fees and 
has not been subject to disciplinary action from the University or the Association. 
 
Deadline for self-nominations/nominations is December 22/01. Students must submit 
their nominations and the individual’s written consent to act, if elected. Their nomination 
must also include student’s name, I.D. number, address and/or e-mail address. 
 
All self-nominations/nominations will be acknowledged after the closing date. 
Nominees will be given an opportunity to withdraw their name from the slate of 
nominees, provided that withdrawal is received by the end of January. 
 
Any student submitting nominations must be a registered student of AU at time of 
nomination and as well as the close of the Election.  A Council member must be a 
Student throughout his/her term on Council. Students, as defined by the Athabasca 
University handbook, or those who are currently enrolled in an AU course, or who have 
completed a course within the past six months. 
 
 
 
Thanks, 
 
AUSU (Athabasca University Students’ Union) 
 
As The Voice would like to encourage the active involvement and participation of 
all students of AU regarding student government, please feel free to submit 
campaign material to the Voice to be shared with your AU peers.  (Campaign 
articles will not be subject for payment). 
 



Campaign Platform of Tamra Ross Low 
 
 Some of these letters are very long, but my reasons for wanting to be on council are very 
simple.  I will be brief.   
 

I will make few promises because I need to learn more about the AU student body and its 
needs before I can.  Too few AU students are aware of the union and its programs, and I believe 
that the union is likewise only aware of the needs of those few students who have addressed the 
union in the past.  Therefore, my first, and most important task as a union member will be to 
explore new ways of increasing the union profile and researching student needs.  Once this is 
accomplished, I will work to launch new union programs to address these needs.   
 
Why I will be a good councillor: 

• I am a full time AU student enrolled in a degree program.  I have a lot invested in this 
school and I have a strong interest in helping the union better serve the student body.  My 
commitment to AU is strong:  I plan to continue with this school through a post-graduate 
degree. 

• Like many AU students, I returned to school after a long absence, and have had to 
overcome many hurdles to get my education on track.  I understand the unique challenges 
facing distance education and adult students. 

• In addition to my home-studies, I work on a freelance basis, leaving me ample time to 
perform union duties.   

• Through my work as a Voice columnist and a member of the Academic Committee I 
have worked to improve communication between students and will continue to do so.  

 
My priorities: 

• I believe that awareness of the student newspaper should be increased, both to reach a 
larger readership and to encourage new writers to become involved.  The Voice is our 
best tool for improving student communication. 

• I believe that the union's highest priority should be to learn more about AU students and 
how the union can best serve them. 

• Students put a lot of money in to the union, and as much as possible should be given 
back.  The computer bursary program is an excellent program for students in need, but 
more can be done.     

 
My commitment to AU: 

• I am in my third year at Athabasca.  Previously I took high-school upgrading through 
distance education.  I understand the challenges and benefits of distance education, and I 
have learned many strategies for success in this area.   

• Earlier this year I wrote an article for the Voice in which I discussed my feelings about 
the isolation of distance education students.  Through the process of writing this piece, I 
learned the value of the paper in addressing these feelings.  I committed myself then to be 
a weekly columnist – a position which I have held since June, 2001. 

• Through my Voice column I have investigated critical issues affecting AU students such 
as the threat that AU may lose its funding status with the Student's Finance Board (July 4, 
2001), and the negative press distance education has received from some educators 
(November 7, 2001).  



• I am a member of the Academic Committee of the AUSU, which is working toward 
implementing informal discussion pages and student evaluations for all courses on the 
AUSU server. 

 
I look forward to serving you, 
 
 
Tamra Ross Low 

tamra@gmx.net (feel free to write me with any questions). 
  

Campaign Platform for JASON MORRIS 
My name is Jason Morris.  I am running for Council in the upcoming 2002 AUSU elections.  I’d 
like to start by thanking the editor of the Voice for giving candidates in the upcoming election 
this important opportunity to talk to AUSU’s members directly.  I know that all of you need and 
want to make informed decisions, so I’ve taken some time to prepare this document.  It gives 
some background information on me, and outlines the specific things that I will endeavour to do 
as an elected councillor. 
 
Who Am I? 
I started my BSc Computing and Information Services degree program in January of 2001.  My 
beautiful wife Maja is a BSc Nursing student at the University of Alberta in her final year.  I 
have lived in and around Edmonton since birth.  I was a BSc Engineering student at the 
University of Alberta for a short while in 1995.  My previous experience with “bricks-and-
mortar” post-secondary institutions has reinforced my belief in the quality of the service that 
Athabasca University and institutions like it provide. 
 
I was a students’ union council member for all three years of high school.  In the first year I was 
a delegate to the Alberta Student Leadership Conference, in the second an organizing committee 
member and master of ceremonies for that same conference, and in the third year a delegate to 
the National Student Leadership Conference.  I also redrafted the constitution of that union.  At 
the University of Alberta, I was an active member of the first-year engineering students’ 
association. 
 
After leaving the University of Alberta, I was trained as a network administrator, and worked for 
a number of Edmonton computing firms before accepting a job as Informatics Technician with 
the Government of Canada, working in a minimum-security jail in Hobbema, Alberta.  A year 
later I took a job working at the Cross Cancer Institute as a Support Analyst, and later accepted a 
different job in the Alberta Cancer Board as Systems Analyst. 
 
Immediately after starting my first course at AU in January of 2001, I decided to continue my 
involvement with student organizations.  In March of 2001, shortly after volunteering with 
AUSU, I was appointed to Students’ Council.  I have chaired committees of the Council ever 
since. 
 
What will I do? 
I have four major goals for my two-year term in Council.  First, I will drastically improve 
www.ausu.org, turning our web site in the international standard for distance education students’ 

http://72.52.134.4/


unions.  Second, I will save you money by eliminating the waste from the handbook/planner.  
Thirdly, I will get AU and distance education students on the political radar in this province, in 
the country, and in the world.  Lastly, I will get the AUSU administration on its feet, and ensure 
that you can see what we’re doing, and tell us when we’re not meeting your expectations. 

Improve AUSU.ORG 
I was instrumental in the improvements to www.ausu.org in the last year.  As councillor, I 
will continue to improve our website, providing advanced services in collaboration with 
Athabasca University CIS, including making ours the first totally interactive online student 
union newspaper. 
 
Collaborating with AU’s CIS department, I will work to implement seamless services that 
connect you to students with similar interests, enable you to keep track of your classes, your 
marks, and your friends through the web, and keep you up to date on the services that AU and 
AUSU provide. 
 
I will also work toward reducing the duplication of web design and hosting services by moving 
the Voice, our student newspaper, to the front page of www.ausu.org, allowing you to 
interactively write new articles for the paper, and comment on the articles that your fellow 
students write. 

Eliminate Handbook/Planner Waste 
Vice President of Student Services Norm Greenfield wasted over $30,000 of your student fees 
this past term in the printing of the Student Handbook/Planner.  As councillor, I will see to it that 
these books will be printed in a way that does not cost our members money, or not print them at 
all. 

Due to a single complaint from a single student about a single quotation in the original printing, 
all of the quotations were removed in the reprinted version except for one on the very last page, 
which read, “The important thing is not to stop questioning. –  Albert Einstein.”  Well, I’m 
questioning whether or not this book should even exist. 
 
Even if mistakes hadn’t been made, Council fully expected the printing of the book to lose 
money.  Their efforts to recover some of the costs through advertising were ill founded, and 
poorly executed. Among the incredibly few that were printed were advertisements for industrial 
trucking services, and a company that sells transistors. 
 
The Council should have known that these books would not be used.  AU students don’t have the 
sorts of strict schedules that other university students have.  In addition, many of us are students 
at other universities that already provide these books.  We are now hard pressed to find a place to 
store these books that by the end of 2002 will be useless for anything but kindling. 
 
I support providing online scheduling services over the www.ausu.org website.  However, as not 
all of our members have constant Internet access, I can see how this handbook fills a need.  
Therefore, as councillor, I will see to it that if these books are printed, it will be in a way that 
does not penalize members that don’t benefit from them. 
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Get AU onto Government Radar 
It is rumoured that at a meeting with the Alberta Learning Minister he was heard to utter, “…our 
three universities.”  I don’t want to know which of the four Alberta universities (Alberta, 
Calgary, Athabasca, and Lethbridge) the Minister had forgotten.  As councillor, I will ensure that 
the desires of Athabasca University students are on the political radar of all levels of 
government. 

AUSU is anticipated to become, within the next few years, the largest students’ body in Alberta.  
Nevertheless, the increase in distance education students has made little if any perceptible impact 
on learning policy in this province. 
 
As councillor, I will ensure that AUSU plays the role it deserves in promoting the unique 
concerns of distance education institutions to all levels of government.  I will also ensure that 
AUSU works with the Council of Alberta University Students to persuade the Government of 
Alberta to amend the Universities Act and the Athabasca University Regulation to ensure that all 
students’ unions in Alberta receive equal, fair, and guaranteed representation in their respective 
universities. 

Make AUSU Government Transparent/Consistent 
AUSU’s bylaws were written nine years ago and, despite numerous efforts, have not been 
revised since 1996.  Even the bylaws we do have are not being followed.  As councillor, I will 
ensure that the operations of AUSU are open, transparent, and in accordance with our bylaws. 

Our bylaws require that the Vice-President undertake a review of the bylaws annually.  For five 
years now, this review has failed to result in any changes.  The bylaws need to be rewritten from 
scratch, and as councillor, I will make sure that it happens, and that it happens in such a way as 
to ensure they will be effective for a very long time. 
 
I will also ensure that the current bylaws, policies, and proceedings of AUSU will be 
documented and maintained on www.ausu.org, and made easily available to all students. It is 
your right to know what your representatives are doing, and the rules under which they operate.  
AUSU Members have been kept in the dark for far too long. 
 
Summing Up 
I take a great deal of pride in the opportunity to be so deeply involved with AUSU.  I think it has 
the opportunity to provide valuable services to the students of AU, and to really enhance the 
learning experience.  I also think that we, as a university, are on the forefront of what life-long 
learning will mean to our children and to our grandchildren, and that as such, we have an 
opportunity and a responsibility to make sure that we get it right.  I say let’s improve AUSU 
today, and improve education forever. 
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Election Platform for Sandra Moore  
Accessible & Accountable to You! 
 
My name is Sandra Moore and I am running for a position in the upcoming Student Council 
Elections.  I am a happily married mother of two, and I have sat on various school councils and 
committees as well as non-profit organization committees.  I started at Athabasca University in 
June of this year working towards a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Humanities. 
I will not rattle off a list of false promises to entice you to vote for me, the only promise I will 
make is to act on your behalf and be easily accessible and accountable to you if elected.  An 
elected member should be easily approachable without making you feel intimidated or nervous; 
as well they should also be assertive enough to stand up for your rights and beliefs.  
 I feel the students of Athabasca University should demand more of an involvement in the 
running of Student Council.   Plebiscite votes on major issues should be a consideration of 
Council instead of causing mass internal conflict among themselves.  I also firmly believe the 
minutes from the Student Council Meetings should be published in the Voice- or even better, e-
mailed to every student.  We elect the Student Council to act on our behalf, keeping our ideals, 
beliefs and attitudes in mind, yet a vast majority of Athabasca students have no idea what they do 
or even where they meet.  Possibly some student may not care, but I believe if the Student 
Council minutes were distributed to the students either through the Voice or through mass e-mail 
or snail mail, more students would be actively involved in speaking up because the information 
is more easily accessible.  As an elected member of Student Council, you are an advocate for all 
the students of Athabasca University, and if elected that is exactly what I intend to be for you. 
 
 
 
 
Election Platform of Darren L. Kereluk 
Introduction 
 
Before I go into what I propose to do if I was elected to Council, I want to offer you a bit of a 
warning. If you are seeking somebody that is pleasant, knowledgeable, levelheaded and likely to 
tell you everything that you want to hear 100% of the time, then I am most certainly not your 
type of candidate. I would respectfully encourage you to move on and consider one of the other 
fine candidates running in this election. I am not a professional politician, nor am I much of a 
“people person”. I make mistakes—plenty of them, as I am sure that one of my detractors will 
surely point out to you. One of the things that I can say that I am proud of is my almost 
compulsive need to work for both ideas and people that I believe in, such as distance education 
and my fellow students at AU. DON’T GET ME WRONG, I am far from being perfect or 
successful at this, much like my ACCT 253 final, my “average” in this is roughly 43%, but my 
heart, such as it is, is in the right place. If you’ve read this far, I would like to thank you and 
encourage you to keep on reading. If what I have written bores you, or makes you so frustrated 
that you can’t read any more of it, I’d like to apologize for taking up your time. Frankly, I don’t 
like to listen to politicians, amateur (like me) or otherwise, so I wouldn’t blame you if you ran 
away screaming! 



Core Concept 
“Let he who is without sin throw the first stone” goes a phrase in the Bible. I must admit that 
I’ve thrown quite a number of stones in the past, a couple of which should have be thrown, but 
many of which should not have even been taken off of the ground. I’ve learned that being in this 
perpetual state of attack is not only unhealthy for me, but also for those with whom I have to 
work with, and for those who I am trying to help. Nothing is ever accomplished by being in a 
permanent state of war, nor by being incessantly insulting to people. My “core concept” for 
operating my campaign for election is that I will not engage in mudslinging of any kind no 
matter how many times I am accused of having pulled a “hissy fit”, as one former colleague used 
to term it, called inept, bumbling, or even some names that I cannot write down here (use your 
imagination and pick one!) because of the wholesome family nature of The Voice. 

 

Me, and Why I am Running 
 
My name is Darren Kereluk. I live in Kamsack, Saskatchewan, a community of some 2100 souls 
that is located approximately 300 kilometres north east of Regina, or 440 kilometres north west 
of Winnipeg. I’ve been an AU student since September 1998 taking a Bachelor of 
Administration in Health Administration. In terms of my experience in student government, I 
was on AUSU Council and Executive from March 2000-March 2001 as Vice President-Student 
Academics and Services. While I am happy with having raised the profile of the Students’ Union 
within AU Central, I am going to be brutally honest by saying that I was totally clueless about 
political intrigue and people skills, both of which had an adverse affect on the performance of 
my duties at the time. I have been on the Student Academic Appeals Committee since January 
2000. I enjoy this work quite a lot because I get to have a direct and positive effect on people’s 
academic careers. 

Why am I running? I’d be lying to you if I said that power and honoraria hadn’t crossed my 
mind. Well, they have, but I am not so delusional or corrupt as to view your Union dues as my 
own personal bank account. After all, it is the Athabasca University Students’ Union, not the 
Darren Kereluk Students’ Union. My duty, if elected, would be to see that YOUR interests are 
represented before the powers that be, not the other way around. I mean, if the Administration at 
AU wants to raise your tuition to the maximum allowable by law, I think that it is my 
responsibility, as well as that of my potential future colleagues, to try and see why such a 
measure is being considered, with a few to mitigating any ill effects of such an action. If doing 
such a thing means voting against a pet project of AU administration, or voting against a 
“proposed” budget, then so be it. My raison d’etre in mentioning all of this is that my reason for 
running far exceeds any consideration of money and power.  

 

Promises, Promises and More Promises 
 
One of the things that I’ve noticed about politicians in general is the fact that so very few of them 
operate with any great degree of consistency. People that are served by elected bodies need to 
know that if they are made certain promises by their representatives that these promises will be 
carried out in a manner that is consistent as possible. If there is some reason why a promised 
undertaking cannot be made, then the public (in AUSU’s case, the student membership) should 
be informed forthwith. My particular promise for this situation is to ensure that my fellow 



colleagues and I, as well as any other parties involved in a particular transaction, are all fully 
aware of the full legal, financial and moral implications of a promise before it is made at all. In 
other words, everybody has to be operating from the same playbook, with the understanding that 
if changes are to be made, that the people directly involved know what form a resolution of the 
problem will take. Additionally, the members of AUSU must be notified of major changes that 
are likely to affect them—after all, as AUSU students, we all have a right to know. If elected, I 
want this concept of contingent consistency to be codified in a Policy, so that everybody 
involved knows what his or her rights are, and so that AUSU members can be kept fully 
informed of these changes as they happen. 

There are some ongoing problems with the Bylaws of the AUSU. While some interesting and 
constructive changes have been to the version that is currently floating about, no mention has 
been made about direct election of the Executive, nor why there needs to be three Vice 
Presidents. Executive members in the current Council, with the exception of the President are 
“Acting” positions created by Council versus being legislatively sanctioned ones according to the 
Bylaws of 1996. If the 1996 ones that are to be followed, both for current operations and the 
2002 elections, then the only people who legitimately could claim to have any legitimate claim to 
their positions as Executives are the President, Vice President (currently Vice President 
Academic) and the Secretary-Treasurer (currently operating as the Vice President of Finance and 
Administration). I have not come across anybody else that is on the Executive is there under the 
authority of any of the Bylaws of 1996. Such people are entitled, though, to any honoraria for 
extra duties that are authorized by a resolution of Council. These good people are not to blame 
for these problems, because the Bylaws which they (and earlier, I) were left with were a disaster. 
Bylaw revisions are very hard to do owing to the complexity of issues and number of people that 
are affected. Because of the rather dispersed nature of AUSU’s membership, more people need 
to get involved in order to bring about a proper semblance of legality and clarity to the Bylaws. I 
propose the establishment of a special Bylaw Committee of AUSU whose mandate shall be to 
solicit public input into Bylaw revisions, and then report to Council with their recommendations. 
Ideally, Council will have approved the revisions and any modifications to them by the 
beginning of June, with an Annual General Meeting of the membership to be held in mid July. 
The AUSU’s legal counsel would then do a final review of the draft 2002 Bylaws and forward 
them to Alberta Registries for approval before the end of summer. The problem is that the longer 
AUSU, Council and Executive gets bogged down in procedures, definitions and clarifications, 
the less time that they all have to get out and meet with as many of you as possible to find out 
what your concerns are. It’s very well and good to rely on the Voice and the AUSU website to 
provide day-to-day information and elicit your comments on it, but students occasionally need to 
see their representatives out amongst them in order to feel the pulse of student thoughts. 

With regard to putting AU and AUSU in the hearts and mind of people within Premier Klein’s 
cabinet, this is something that has to be undertaken with the greatest dispatch, keeping in mind 
that this is not the sum total of the equation. The Council of Alberta University Students (CAUS) 
is a nice touch in terms of basic representation of AU students to Alberta Learning, but should 
your funds be used to equally fund projects for which you do not receive equal benefit? This is 
something that I want the next Council to consider. Based on recent figures, less than half (47%) 
of AU’s undergraduate students currently live in Alberta, so the focus of the new AUSU Council 
needs to be increasing pressure on the governments in which the other 53% of the student 
population lives in order to ensure that AU’s funding base is much more broader than the 
Government of Alberta and student fees. The pressure is on student fees right now, as I am sure 
that you all will agree. If elected, I would like to see an external affairs committee established 
with representatives of the student body selected to lobby their governments on a day-to-day 



basis to help fund “their” students at AU. My “selling point” for AU would be is that it is much 
more cost efficient to “buy” the AU model than to build additional facilities and pay the 
associated overhead costs for them. If other provinces begin to fund their students in a more 
direct manner, this would free some of the pressure on the already strained budgets of AU 
students. I would also like to see that all governments, including the one in Ottawa, modify their 
student aid programmes to reflect the 6-month contracts that are in place at AU in order to give 
our students a better chance to finish their coursework properly, without worrying about meeting 
a 4-month deadline. Keep in mind that AU students are rather unique in that they are often 
juggling careers, families and school responsibilities at the same time. When I explain the idea of 
computer multitasking to people, I always point to the average AU student as a “real life” 
example of this concept. This is a topic that I approached the University on in the past, and it is 
something that I would want to do the same in the future if I was elected. 

The last plank of my “basic election platform” is for AUSU to reach beyond Alberta’s borders to 
the rest of Canada to show our fellow students that their students’ union cares about them and 
wants to hear what they have to say. It is only logical to make some attempt at reaching out to 
out of province students, since they compose more than half of the student body. While I am not 
suggesting in the least that AUSU cease sponsoring social events in Edmonton and Calgary, it 
must begin to hold these types of events in places where there is a sizable AU student population. 
This does not mean, of course, that I am suggesting that Council hop on the plane and visit every 
last community in Canada. It does mean that when Council is holding a retreat, it should consider 
planning it for a place where there is a significant number of AU students, such as in Vancouver 
or Toronto. For example, it means that if I was elected, that I would need to get more involved in 
promoting AUSU within Saskatchewan. I travel a lot through the province as it is, so making 
time to meet with my fellow Saskatchewan AU students to discuss their University experience 
and their students’ union at no cost to the AUSU treasury for travelling, since I would have been 
making the trip regardless.  

 

Conclusion 
My dear friends (now I am really starting to sound like a politician!), I’ve done like many other 
politicians that have come before me, and probably after me, and wrote a lot but told you 
nothing. I am very imperfect. Like other politicians, I have glossed over most of the major issues 
that need to be discussed in the name of brevity. I am very imperfect. I will have my full 
platform available to discuss with you by the time that this article is published. If you have any 
questions for me, or wish to find out more what I am about, I welcome your emails at 
dlk_2002_ausu@yahoo.ca I am very imperfect. If you aren’t too wild for me as one of your 
representatives on AUSU Council, but would like to talk with me about my close personal 
friends Bipolar Disorder II (ultradian rapid cycling type) and Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder (primarily inattentive type) please feel free to drop me a line about these subjects as 
well. By the way, keep in mind that I am very imperfect.  

 

 
BURSARY PROGRAM ESTABLISHED FOR COMMUNITY 
REHABILITATION STUDENTS 
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Students enrolled in a community rehabilitation or equivalent program at a post secondary 
institution in Alberta have an opportunity to apply for and receive a bursary established recently 
in a partnership between the Persons with Developmental Disabilities (PDD) Northwest Alberta 
Community Board and Northern Alberta Development Council (NADC). 
 
A $4000 bursary will be awarded to an Alberta student attending a Community Rehabilitation or 
equivalent diploma or degree program in Alberta. The bursary will be awarded under the NADC 
Bursary Partnerships Program. 
 
Students applying for the bursary must be willing to live and work for a period of time in 
Northwest Alberta. The bursary is unique because it has a return service component, which 
means a student receiving funding must sign a contract agreeing to live and work in a community 
in the region for at least sixteen months following the completion of their school program. 
 
Students receiving bursary funding will be required to complete their contracted term employed 
by either the PDD Northwest Alberta Community Board or one of its many Funded Agencies. 
 
"We are very pleased to announce the launch of this bursary program for students in Alberta. Our 
organization is mandated to ensure persons with developmental disabilities are provided with a 
high quality and appropriate level of supports and services so they can continue to become 
leaders and partners in our communities," says PDD Northwest Alberta Community Board Chair 
Paul Renfree. 
 
"This bursary is beneficial for both students and agencies working with persons with 
developmental disabilities. Students can receive money to help reduce the cost of training in the 
community rehabilitation field. Our board and the service provider agencies we fund have a 
chance to obtain a qualified staff member dedicated to providing a high quality of supports and 
services to persons with developmental disabilities. It is our hope bursary recipients landing their 
first job in our region will seriously consider making our region their permanent home," he adds. 
 
Applications are now being accepted from students interested in receiving the bursary when it is 
first awarded in January 2002. Information about the bursary program and criteria students must 
meet in order to apply for the bursary have been provided to post secondary institutions which 
offer Community Rehabilitation or equivalent programs. The deadline for bursary applications is 
December 14, 2001 at 4:30 P.M. 
 
Students interested in receiving a bursary application form or with questions about the bursary 
program are encouraged to contact the PDD Northwest Alberta Community Board at (780) 624-
6201 (310-0000 Toll Free). 
 
 
 



ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM AUSU: 

AUSU Job Posting 

Chief Returning Officer 

The Athabasca University Students’ Union represents AU students 
and their interests. The Union strives for a fair and accessible 
election process for members to the Students’ Council. To this 
end, AUSU is seeking a student to fulfil the role of Chief Returning 
Officer for the year 2002 AUSU General Election. 
 
Position Duties and Responsibilities 
The CRO’s responsibilities, as outlined in AUSU policy, include arranging for a 
secure post office box, receiving, collecting and maintaining ballots in a secure 
location, overseeing counting of ballots with two (2) Scrutineers March 16, 2002, 
notifying candidates of results and conducting the appeal process as required. 

 
The CRO reports to the General Manager of AUSU and AUSU Students’ Council. 
 
Selection Criteria 
• Applicants must be currently registered as an AU student. 
• Applicants must be bondable. 
• Applicants must have strong organizational and logistical abilities. 
• Applicants must be able to analyze and apply policy to ensure a fair election 

process. 
• Candidates in the 2002 AUSU General Election are ineligible for this competition. 
• Candidates must be able to operate out of the AUSU head office, located in 

Edmonton, AB. 
 
Remuneration                            $500 stipend 
 
Application Deadline                Wednesday, Jan. 12, 2002 
 
Apply to the AUSU office at #306 North Tower, Seventh St. Plaza, 10030-107 St., 
Edmonton, AB T5J-3E4 ph. (780) 497-3413 or toll free (800) 788-9041 ext. 3413 or e-mail 
clynch@ausu.org 

 
For an application form or more information, please contact  the Edmonton office of AUSU at (800) 788-
9041. 

 



 
 
UNTITLED ART SOCIETY 
ANNOUNCEMENT 
 
 
 
Up coming shows in the Main Gallery 
 
"Pieces of a Picture" 
By Ryan Hamilton and Tanya Mastrobuono 
Untitled Arts Society +15 Window 
225 - 8th Ave. SE  (West end of Performing Arts Centre 
corridors, 2nd Floor) 
On view from December 1st,  2001 to January 31st, 
2002 
 

Opening Reception: Thursday, December 13th @ 8pm 
Meet at the Window, retire to the Auburn Saloon, 712 1st St. SE 
 
This collaborative show presents a whimsical series of collages by Ryan Hamilton and Tanya 
Mastrobuono, the former a University of Calgary Fine Arts graduate, and the latter, soon to be. 
 
Random, discarded, leftover puzzle pieces are the key constituents of these light-hearted mixed 
media works.  From this starting point these artists looked for surprising and unexpected ways to 
take the familiar and remake it as something new.  Imaginary landscapes and flights of fancy 
result, as these recombinant puzzles show traces of their process of exploration, and the marks of 
the artists' hands. 
 
The artists will be in attendance at the opening reception.  All are welcome.  For more 
information please contact the artists @ 340-3970 (Tanya) or 289-6743 (Ryan) or Untitled @ 
262-7911  (leave a message). 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
"In the Back of the Front of my Mind" 
By Tim Rechner 
Untitled Arts Society Gallery 
4th floor - 319 10th Ave. SW 
On view from December 2nd - December 22nd, 2001 
Gallery hours: Friday and Saturday, 12-5pm 
 
Viewing by Appointment.  Please contact the artist at (780) 432-6588, or the Untitled Art 
Society at 262-7911 
 
This installation by Edmonton artist Tim Rechner, a graduate of the Nova Scotia College of Art 
and Design, creates an immersion experience intended to overwhelm the viewer with visual 
stimuli. 



 
Interested in exploring the possibilities for disorientation and instability that may result from an 
intense aesthetic experience, Rechner seeks to create such an environment where this is possible, 
and then await the results.  Through his medium of choice, large abstract works on paper, he 
flirts with psychedelia, striving to evoke in the viewer an altered state of mind.  Whether this is 
fleeting or lasting remains an open and interesting question. 
 
The artist will be in attendance at the opening reception.  All are welcome. Please use the back 
entrance.  For more information please contact the artist @ (780) 432-6588 or Untitled Art 
Society at 262-7911. (leave a message) 
 
BIG ALBERTA SKY Pictures of Home: An Exhibition of Photography by Todd Korol, 
Bradford Uphill and Mike Drew.  Curated by Wendi Jenkins. 
     January 6 to 26, 2002.  Opening: January 10, 2002, 8pm. 
 
Untitled Art Society +15 Window Space in the Performing Arts Centre 
 
PIECES OF A PICTURE: Ryan Hamilton and Tanya Mastrobuono 
     December 1 to January 26.  Opening December 13. 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Untitled Art Society's Gallery will be open on Fridays from 1pm to 4pm and 
on Saturdays from 12 noon to 5pm.  4th floor (Box 16), 319 10 Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 
 

 
 

Are you an Artist?  AUSU supports the arts! 
 
AUSU is interested in purchasing original works of art from students for use in promotional 
purposes.  These promotions may include: gifts from AUSU to graduates at convocation, tokens 
of appreciation for volunteers, special presentations, etc.   
 
The works of art must: 
 
-be created by an AU Student 
-be within a value range $0-$500. 
-be accessible or easily transportable to Alberta 
 
If you are an artist of any kind who creates a product you feel we would be able to use for such a 
purpose, please contact djabbour@ausu.org.  Supply a brief description of the art object, a 
picture if you have it, and its market value.     

  
 

WRITE FOR THE VOICE!  

Fill on our online application at www.ausu.org/voice/write.html or contact Tammy Moore at 
tmoore@ausu.org. 

http://ausu.org/voice/write.html
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