


 
 
Dam building or Damnation? 
Perspectives from the Global South on major 
development projects.  
Info & registration: 435-1042 / 414-1536  
 
A community based seminar presented by Sombrilla Refugee Support Society and co-
sponsored by the Parkland Institute, examining the development of water resources in the 
global south and its environmental & human rights impact.  
  
Saturday, April 27, 2002 from 9.00 AM to 4.00 PM 
Faculty of Business, Room 105, University of Alberta  
(south side entrance or through north side entrance of Marshall Tory Building) 
Admission fee full day: $12 / Student/low income $5 
 
Key Presenters: 
  
 Dams, Development and Human Ri ghts; Voices from the South   
Dr Virginia Cawagas, Adjunct Professor and Sessional Lecturer with the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Alberta, Department of Educational Policy Studies. 
 
Move over and share: The Politi cs of Land and Water in Rural 
Alberta 
Dr Roger Epp, Associate Professor of Political Science and Chair of Division of History, 
Sociology and Political Studies at Augustana University College, Camrose, Alberta. Dr 
Epp co-authored the widely acclaimed study Writing off the Rural West. Globalization, 
Governments, and the Transformation of Rural Communities.  
 
 Don Austin: The impact of grandiose water diversification 
scheme on the future of Albertans; in whose name are dams 
being built?   
Progress for people or fresh water for profit?  
Mr. Auston is an independent researcher and columnist from Didsbury, Alberta.   
 
Dr Bill Donahue: Environmental  Impacts of Dam Building  
Dr Donahue is and environmental research consultant, and contractor, currently with 
University of Alberta who has been looking into the rapid decline in water levels over the 
last 25 years in Muriel Lake, near Bonnyville.  Dr. Donahue specializes in impacts on 
climate change, acidification, and UV radiation on lakes and streams, and impacts of 
human activities in cycling of mercury in freshwaters. 
 
 Dionicio Barrales: Violation of Human Rights of Pewenche 
People of Chile  



Dam Building in Chile: a report and testimonial on the RALCO DAM and its ongoing 
Saga of Human Rights Violations. Mr. Barrales is the Coordinator for the Committee for 
the Support of Mapuche People (Canada). 
  
For full program details and registration, please contact:  
Enneke Lorberg @ 435-1042 or 414-1536 / Fax: 436-7764 
 e-mail <a> HREF="mailto:elorberg@shaw.ca"elorberg@shaw.ca</a> or <a> 
HREF="mailto:sombrila@oanet.com"sombrila@oanet.com</a> 
 
 
 
Beyond the Headlines  
Courtesy of The Community Networks Group (c) 
6819 - 119 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta (Canada) T5B 4L9 
Tel/Fax: (780) 474-6058  
 
 
As you may recall, last month we started a new feature, Beyond the Headlines (c), a 
monthly info-sheet profiling the good work of Alberta's NGO community. In a world so 
frequently shattered with bad news and overwhelming needs, we believe it important to 
celebrate the strength and capacities of our NGO sector, its rich history, and their ongoing 
work with partners in the Global South.   
 
 
About CAUSE Canada  
 
Cause Canada is a Christian-motivated International Relief and Development 
Organization which strives to enable socio-economically disadvantaged communities to 
achieve insofar as possible, community self-reliance. During times of crisis, CAUSE 
Canada endeavours to provide emergency assistance to people in need, wherever these 
needs may manifest themselves. CAUSE Canada is committed to encouraging dialogue 
on development issues between all peoples.  
 
Who Do We Serve? CAUSE Canada targets the poorest of the poor and marginalized 
people as being the primary beneficiaries of its development programs. CC has made a 
long-term commitment to supporting programs in the rural regions of the developing 
world as a means of redressing the urban migration problem. CAUSE Canada is 
committed to supporting sustainable development projects in geographical regions where 
there is an under-representation of aid organizations.  
 
CAUSE Canada focuses its overseas funding assistance within West Africa and  
Central America where the following countries have been strategically selected: 
Guatemala, Honduras, Sierra Leone, and the Ivory Coast. Development priorities include: 
Primary Health Care, Water Sanitation, Reforestation, Gender-Specific Development 
Initiatives (Women’s Projects) Micro-enterprise.  
 

http://mail.ausu.org/onclick=
http://mail.ausu.org/onclick=


CAUSE Canada’s relief operations concentrate on crises which occur in geographic 
regions where CC can clearly demonstrate a proven expertise. CC has provided 
emergency assistance for West African refugees and displaced persons since 1991.  
 
One of CC’s preferred definitions for development relates to the unfolding of people’s 
collective imagination in defining not only who they are, but also where they want to go. 
To this end, CC is committed to the challenge of assisting our Southern partners in the 
establishment and strengthening of their own Non-Government Organizations.  
 
CAUSE Canada, Box 8100 
Canmore, AB Canada T1W 2T8 
Tel: (403) 678-3332 / Toll Free: 1-888-552-2873 / Fax: (403) 678-8869 
e-mail: <a> HREF="mailto:causecan@telusplanet.net"causecan@telusplanet.net</a> 
/ web site: <a> HREF="http://www.cause.ca/"www.cause.ca</a> 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It is an idea that’s really taking off.  It started innocuously enough, with media-
friendly public service announcements, usually geared toward keeping kids off drugs or 
in school.  Nothing too radical.  Recently, however, concerned groups have begun to 
utilize the media for a radical new campaign of truth-telling that has hit a lot of people 
directly in their comfort zones.    

This idea is not new.  For decades people have wistfully lamented that there is too 
little truth in advertising.  There was even a movie made about it - Crazy People (1990) 
with Dudley Moore.  In the film, Moore plays Emory, and advertising exec that is losing 
his grip.  “His latest idea is honesty, e.g. ‘Volvos, Yes they are boxy, but they're safe’.”  
Despite the disapproval of his boss, Emory’s “ads are a huge success.”  The films is 
based on the fantasy that even in advertising, honesty will always prevail.  After all, it is 
what everyone wants. 

http://mail.ausu.org/onclick=
http://www.cause.ca/
http://us.imdb.com/Title?0099316


Or do we?  Numerous agencies have utilized the power of raw, and sometimes 
unpleasant truths in order to affect social change, but have been met with a great deal of 
resentment.  PETA (People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals) has been behind many 
of the most controversial ads. 

Outrage was sparked two years ago when PETA posted a billboard outside a Beef 
Association’s conference showing an attractive bikini-clad woman holding a string of 
limp sausages above the caption: “I threw a party but the cattlemen couldn't come. Eating 
meat can cause impotence.”  People were angered and offended; and more significantly, 
many lambasted PETA for using blatant lies to further their cause.  However, the 
statement itself is not untrue, although it may be oversimplified.   

Dr. James Barada of Upstate Urology in Albany, N.Y believes the PETA 
campaigns to be misleading, but he concurs, “One of the recognized risk factors for 
[erectile dysfunction] E.D. is long-term elevated cholesterol which affects the 
cardiovascular system.”  In fact, the very means by which Viagra works to alleviate E.D. 
is by increasing blood flow to the penis, counteracting the effects of poor circulation and 
clogged arteries.  

Dr. Neal Barnard, executive director of the Physicians Committee for Responsible 
Medicine “claims that meat clogs the arteries that carry blood to the penis, causing 
impaired erections at first and finally complete impotence. A low-fat vegetarian diet 
cleans up those arteries and puts more drive in your sex drive … without the use of 
Viagra.”  Barada disagrees with the latter part of this statement, however, saying that 
once “[artery] damage is done, it's very unusual to see a reversal,” and that if you take 
meat-eaters and make them into vegetarians they're probably not going to see a 
significant improvement.”  Barnard believes that adopting a vegetarian diet can reverse 
E.D. without drugs.  Barada disagrees, but concurs that a poor diet can lead to the 
development of the problem.  Given this, PETA’s ads cannot be labelled intentionally 
false.  They do not claim specifically that not eating meat will cure E.D., but rather that 
eating meat can lead to E.D.  And according to the medical establishment, it can. 

Why, then, are these ads denounced as dishonest propaganda?  Is it simply 
because we don’t like what they are telling us?  Certainly they may be crass or shocking 
in nature, but as I will show below, campaigns on this nature have been very effective.   

In a recent, similar campaign, PETA has again attacked meat eating with another 
billboard reading “Beef: It's What's Rotting in your Colon.”  In defence of the ads, PETA 
President Ingrid Newkirk says, “eating meat makes people fat and men impotent. It's also 
linked to colon cancer."  These claims are not unsupported.   

Dr. Barnard, who is also the President of the Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine in Washington, D.C. recently noted that “researchers such as the 
University of Cambridge's Sheila Bingham have found strong links between consumption 
of meats and other fatty foods and colon cancer… statistics show meat-eaters contract 
colon cancer at triple the rate vegetarians do.”  In a similar release for MSNBC, Karen 
Collins, R.D. announced that: 

More than three ounces [of red meat] a day, according to American 
Institute for Cancer Research (AICR) experts, may increase the risk of 
cancer. And switching to leaner meat is not enough of a change to protect 
us, they say.” 
       The journal Lung Cancer recently reported that women who ate the 
most red meat were more than three times as likely to develop lung cancer 
as those who ate the least. Earlier, in the respected Nurses Health Study, 

http://www.peta.org/
http://www.salon.com/health/log/1999/07/23/peta/
http://www.viagra.com/
http://www.salon.com/health/log/1999/07/23/peta/
http://www.peta-online.org/news/0101/0101rotten.html
http://www.peta-online.org/news/0101/0101rotten.html
http://www.cancerproject.org/comms/comm02.html
http://www.msnbc.com/news/737587.asp?0si=-&cp1=1
http://www.msnbc.com/news/737587.asp?0si=-&cp1=1


those who ate red meat most often were 2.5 times more likely to develop 
colorectal cancer than those who ate it least often.  
       According to an AICR landmark report, “diets containing substantial 
amounts of red meat (beef, lamb and pork) ... probably increase the risk of 
cancers of the colon and rectum, and possibly increase the risk of cancers 
of the pancreas, breast, prostate and kidney.”   
Supporting this is the research of Dr Aloys Sesink, a researcher at the University 

of Groningen in the north of the Netherlands.  Dr. Sesink has found that it is the 
substance that makes meat red - the haem - that may be the culprit.  According to Sisink: 

The mechanism showing how this haem actually increases cell division is 
not yet totally clear, but it seems that haem binds with another - as yet 
unidentified - substance in the large intestine. This new compound 
somehow damages the colon walls, making it much more "leaky". The 
colon then tries to repair this damage by increasing the rate of cell 
division. 

In the same study, it was noted that consumption of dairy products like yoghurt might 
protect the colon from these detrimental effects.   
 The PETA release states that “based on an analysis of all available studies, the 
evidence is overwhelming both that eating meat increases a person's risk of developing a 
variety of cancers, including colon cancer, and that a diet based on grains, fruits, and 
vegetables significantly decreases that risk.”  The Canadian Cancer society generally, 
although cautiously, concurs.  Therefore, it is clear that while PETA’s ads may be 
extreme, they are based on principles that have at least moderate, if not significant, 
medical support.  While not everyone may wish to adopt a meatless diet, it is reasonable 
that people should have information from a variety of perspectives so that they can make 
informed dietary choices. 
 The uproar over PETA’s advertisements reminds me very much of the response to 
early warnings that tobacco might be a dangerous substance.  Few people argue this fact 
today.  PETA’s Newkirk insists that “In 50 years, the beef barons will enjoy the same 
reputation as tobacco moguls do today." 
 Perhaps.  There is no question, however, that radical, truth-based media ads have 
directly led to a reduction in the use of tobacco.  The most effective campaign has been 
the inclusion of full-colour, graphic warning labels on cigarette packages.  A recent study 
of the Ontario Chapter of the Canadian Cancer Society has found that these warnings, 
“launched a year ago in Canada — are effective at discouraging smoking. For a 
significant proportion of smokers, the warnings increased the motivation to quit, [and] 
increased concern [and awareness] about health effects of smoking.  Among the positive 
results of the new warning system: 
• 43 per cent of smokers are more concerned about the health effects of smoking 
• 44 per cent of smokers said the new warnings increased their motivation to quit 

smoking  
• on one or more occasions, 21 per cent of smokers have been tempted to have a 

cigarette but decided not to because of the new warnings  
Not unexpectedly, the tobacco industry is “concerned about the impact of the new health 
warnings.”  Nevertheless, due to their effectiveness, similar programs are to being 
launched in other countries, including Brazil.  While tobacco companies have complained 
about the warnings, so far they have filed to block their use.  Most people are supportive 
of the new warnings, as they believe that they are providing information that is true.  The 

http://www.rnw.nl/science/html/cancer010227.html
http://www.ontario.cancer.ca/siteboth/english/cigarette_package_warnings.asp


question is: will the public support any ad campaign that is based on truth, or only those 
that promote popular ideas? 
 The success of the anti-smoking campaign has been significant enough to prompt 
a little creative thinking from the police departments of Alberta.  In a revolutionary new 
program, “the next time [Calgary or Edmonton] police stop you for not wearing a seat 
belt they'll hand you a morgue toe-tag ticket to fill out.  The shock tactic is being 
employed here and throughout the province to try and reduce the number of vehicular 
deaths of people not wearing seat belts. “   
 The tags are meant to illicit fear or shame.  Emulating the campaign of PETA, the 
“back of the tags also has these messages:  
"Always wanted to have a catheter? You never liked sex that much anyway!"  
and 
"Feel you haven't lived until you've experienced compound fractures?"  
There is also a space for people to fill in their next of kin.  According to Edmonton 
RCMP Staff Sgt. Steve MacDonald "then we'll be able to recognize them even if they're 
unrecognizable, and be able to tell their loved ones what has happened."  The campaign 
starts on April 16th and runts until May 13th.  Will it be unpopular?  Or will such tactics 
be accepted as necessary in the effort to save lives. 
 
 
 
 

 
FROM MY PERSPECTIVE:  
Making Choices 

By Debbie Jabbour 
 
"He who chooses the beginning of a road chooses 
the place it leads to. It is the means that determine 
the end."  
 Harry Emerson Fosdick 
 
I've made many choices in my life; some proved to 
be good ones, others poor.  My choice to return to 

university has been one of the good ones.  I enrolled at Athabasca University in 1996, and 
have been studying full time for the last two years.  Now that I've entered my fourth year 
of my BA, it is starting to feel like there is an end in sight, and it is an exciting point to be 
at.  Unfortunately, I've (as usual) taken on way too much, and between work, family, and 
student union activities, my coursework is falling behind.  I had hoped to graduate this 
June, but realized I had to make a choice - burn myself out completely or be reasonable 
and resign myself to graduate in December instead.   
 
December is not that far away, however, and with graduation coming up soon, I need to 
start making some major choices.  My goal is to eventually get my PhD, meaning another 
four or five years of school.  Taking a break seems very tempting, but not only would this 

http://www2.alberta.com/news/ab/fs.cfm?source_id=&id=1095330


mean I'd have to start paying back my student loan, I'm also very conscious of the age 
issue - I'd like to have my degree before I become a senior citizen!! 
 
For some time now I've been looking at options.  When you are at the beginning of your 
studies you are often unsure exactly which direction to go, and even if you are, that 
direction tends to change as you go along.  I started out thinking being a Counselling 
Psychologist was my goal.  However, as I studied different things, I found myself 
increasingly drawn to research, particularly in the field of social psychology.  The 
University of Alberta does some extremely interesting social psychology research, and I 
spent many hours checking out their program and admission options.  Finally I came to 
the conclusion that due to family/financial responsibilities and physical health issues, it 
was unrealistic for me to think I could attend a campus-based university for four years.  
Reluctantly, I realized I'd have to make a different choice.  
 
After my first year of study I had reached the conclusion that counselling might not be 
the field I want to be in.  I tend to get too emotionally involved in the problems of other 
people, and as a counsellor this could be a dangerous thing.  This was brought home to 
me while completing Psyc 343, Counselling Women.  Studying about the effects of the 
various forms of abuse women endure made me wonder if I would be able to remain 
professionally detached while counselling someone who had endured extreme abuse such 
as incest.  While I certainly could pursue another area of counselling, it was no longer as 
appealing a goal as it had seemed initially.   
 
In January of this year, Athabasca University began collaboration with University of 
Calgary and Lethbridge to offer a Masters in Counselling.  In addition, AU is planning to 
open a PhD program by 2005.  I spent a lot of time looking at other distance education 
options, including schools in the U.S., and although there are several master's programs 
elsewhere, they are more expensive and less accessible for me.  In addition, I extensively 
researched professional psychology organizations such as the Canadian and American 
Psychological Associations, investigated internships and practicums, and perused job 
opportunities endlessly.  This was extremely helpful in helping me make a choice, since I 
realized that a Masters in Counselling does not limit graduates to work only in the 
Counselling Psychology field, but can be used as a stepping stone to PhD work in other 
areas.   
 
I carefully read through all the Athabasca University information on the Masters in 
Counselling, talked to the department head, and after much thought, reached the 
conclusion that I will apply for the January 2003 intake.  I’m hoping that the option of 
music therapy will be in place by the time I enter my second year, since that is one 
counselling area that interests me.  If not, I may have to make another choice, perhaps art 
therapy.  I’ve also built up some attachment and loyalty to Athabasca University, I am 
confident in the high quality of the education I’m receiving, and the thought of 
completing my entire degree with AU is very appealing.  Of course there is always the 
possibility that I will not be accepted into the program - and will have to make further 
adjustments to my direction!   
 
The important thing I've learned from having to make these choices is that to be 
successful we have to be flexible.  Life is always a series of choices, and when it comes 



to career goals, there is no reason why a person cannot have several different ones in a 
lifetime.  The reality of life circumstances often dictates a change in direction.  There are 
countless options out there, why not take advantage of them?  I've been a professional 
musician, a homemaker, a teacher, a secretary, a student, and soon will be a psychologist.  
I'm sure I will yet have many more choices ahead of me as I head into graduate studies.  
Administration and management interests me, as does writing.  Perhaps I will never be a 
practicing psychologist but will write a psychology textbook instead!  By being willing to 
adjust these goals when necessary, and by always keeping myself aware of my choices, I 
am confident that I will achieve success.  It may not be via the exact path I’ve envisioned, 
and my end destination may change along the way, but in the end I will have the 
satisfaction of having reached a better future for myself and my family.   
 

"The future is not a result of choices among alternative paths offered by the 
present, but a place that is created--created first in the mind and will, created 
next in activity. The future is not some place we are going to, but one we are 
creating. The paths are not to be found, but made, and the activity of making 
them, changes both the maker and the destination."   
 John Schaar, futurist (www.quotationspage.com) 

 
 
 
 

   
 

Of Dogs and Rats 
By Wayne Benedict 

 
 Prior to 1997 and before our 
children had arrived, my wife and I 
lived in a small 30-year-old house that 
was situated on two acres of land, 
about thirty minutes drive north of 
Prince George BC. I had fenced the 
yard for our two dogs: Buddy, a 

Newfoundland-Labrador cross, and Mitch, a mixed-Lab; both of which, we had acquired 
from the SPCA. One spring night, when my wife was working the graveyard shift, I 
arrived home from operating a freight train on the Chetwynd-Prince George run. It was 
about 2 am as I turned into our driveway, the headlights of my Ford F-250 sweeping 
across the horizontal slats of our wooden fence. Although the night was black, the single 
light mounted high on the side of our house illuminated the yard just enough to see that 
something was terribly wrong with the dogs. They were facing one another, jumping and 
barking viciously; at first I thought that they were fighting each other. I turned off the 
truck and ran to the fence, yelling at them to stop. Looking over the top of the barrier, I 
saw three shapes within the yard, one of them with my peripheral vision as it shot around 
the corner of the fence. 
 Our property was in a rural area of farms and such, with many swampy lakes 
located all about. There was no shortage of wild animals around and hardly a day went by 



without our seeing bears, moose, deer, or some other creature of the woods. In the 
seconds that I peered over the fence at my agitated dogs, I knew that something nasty was 
hiding in the shadows of my yard. I quickly made my way through the gate and to the 
front door of our house, calling the dogs to my side. Opening the door, I let the three of 
us inside. The dogs were panting and frothing with blood dripping on the floor from their 
lips that were torn open. Running to my gun-safe, I retrieved my 30.06 rifle, loaded it, 
and went back out into the night, leaving the dogs in the house. The high-powered scope 
was of no use in the dark and at close quarters but I didn’t have a more suitable weapon. 
As I closed the door behind me, I found myself surrounded by silence. I stood on the 
porch straining my ears for a rustle of fur or a twig snapping under paw. I heard nothing 
and after a couple of minutes, jacking a cartridge into the chamber of my rifle, I 
descended slowly from the porch and entered the yard.  
 I crept past the spot where the dogs had been fighting with our unknown foe and 
approached the corner of the fence where I had seen the fleeting streak of fur disappear 
around it. Sidestepping, and with my finger on the trigger of my rifle, I cleared the corner 
of the fence. The pitiful illumination from the house lights ended in a shadow that was as 
black as the night itself and I leaned forward, squinting to see into the darkness. Suddenly 
and simultaneously: a shriek broke the silence of the night; a shape leapt from the 
shadow; I jumped backward and, from the hip, pulled the trigger on the rifle. Pure luck 
guided the bullet and the animal lay dead on the grass. For several seconds after the 
percussion of the high-powered rifle had rolled away, the night was filled with politically 
incorrect exclamations as I paced the yard cursing and swallowing my heart. 
 Once I calmed down, I found that the intruder had been a muskrat and that there 
had been two of them (the dogs had killed one before I had arrived home). In the spring 
some muskrats migrate in order to find available habitat and it is likely that these two had 
wandered into our yard where they had battled with our dogs. Muskrats can grow up to 
37 inches (including the tail) and weigh up to 4 pounds1. That night, in the dark, that 
particular muskrat appeared five feet long and at least two hundred pounds! The dogs 
healed in time and were no worse for wear and my wife was mighty glad that it was I and 
not her who had arrived home from work that night. 

http://www.geocities.com/Yosemite/Trails/4060/Muskrat.htm 

 

     

FED WATCH!    

By Karl Low 
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Education Week 
 
If you live in Manitoba, you should know that it's Education Week.  It unfortunately does 
not mean a lot, but it gives the Manitoba Government an excuse to trot out some of its 
accomplishments in Education. For instance, rather than constant tuition hikes as we've 
seen in Alberta, or the massive hike of 30% expected in British Columbia now that the 
BC Government has decided that they no longer want to be blamed when tuitions rise, 
Manitoba instituted a 10% reduction in tuition in 2000/2001, and maintaining tuition at 
those levels for the 2001/2002 year. 
 
Manitoba's Education Minister, Drew Caldwell, has declared "The importance of 
education in the lives of all Manitobans cannot be overstated," and if the Manitoban 
Government can follow through with that ideal, I am sure they'll be seeing benefits from 
it for years to come. 
 
 
Bachelor of Mid-Wifery?  
 
The British Columbia Government, after abandoning their responsibility to ensure that 
post-secondary education is not just for the rich, has now decided to put almost 
$350,000.00 toward starting up a four-year program for mid-wifery. While I generally 
cheer on any form of funding for education, I have to admit that this one has me 
scratching my head. 
 
Not that I think there is anything wrong with a program on mid-wifery. I tend to believe 
that most births simply do not need to take place in a hospital; it's a stressful, uncaring, 
and expensive environment for a process that is completely successful naturally most of 
the time. My difficulty is with the length of the program. A four year long program so 
that graduates will have the ability to provide prenatal, delivery, and postnatal care that 
amounts to (as the government admits) "between 40 and 50 hours per patient".  Sure, 
doctors will tend to see people for much less than that, but then again, doctors will be 
dealing with a much wider variety of patients and illnesses. Four years is the same length 
of time as Athabasca University's bachelor of nursing program.  I somehow tend to 
expect that a graduate from our Bachelor of Nursing program is going to have a much 
wider field of knowledge - that includes aspects of birth - than the average Mid-Wifery 
program graduate. 
 
Maybe I'm completely wrong here. Perhaps there are many fine intricacies of being a 
fully qualified midwife that I simply am unaware of -- but four years? Why not a two-
year certificate program that leaves some of the funding to go to some other program -- 
say for elderly home-care? 
 

http://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/press/top/2002/04/2002-04-10-01.html
http://os8150.pb.gov.bc.ca/4dcgi/nritem?5044


A Locksmith's Dream Come T rue 
 
In the aftermath of September 11th, government's across North America have been 
looking for ways to tighten up security. Among the many billions of dollars spent in this 
activity includes the latest announcement by the Canadian Federal Government of 35 
million dollars to be given to Canadian Airline Operators so that they can install more 
secure doors to the crew area on airplanes. 
 
Assuming we disregard the fact we are already spending millions of dollars in 
heightening security in airports, that secure doors do nothing to prevent a bomb or 
anything of that nature, that the odds of terrorists even trying the same method of attack 
are incredibly minute - far easier now to hijack a truck carrying fireworks and drive it 
into a building or some such, and that we as Canadians are not the prime targets of 
terrorism, then we still have the simple fact that plane passengers are no longer willing to 
sit docile during a hijacking. Since September 11th, there have been instances of men 
attempting to blow up the plane with their shoes, and people suffering from mental 
difficulties threatening the passengers. In both cases, it was the passengers of the plane 
who tackled the situation - literally. 
 
Do we really need to give $35 million to the Airline operators so that they can make their 
planes as secure as they should have been in the first place? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE MACROCOSM IN THE 
MICROCOSM  - FLUORIDE 
HEALTH HAZARDS 
By Thane Heins   
 
As seen on a toothpaste box sold in the United 
States: 
 
WARNING: KEEP OUT OF REACH OF 
CHILDREN UNDER 6 YEARS 
OLD. 

If you (or your child) accidentally swallows more than what is used for brushing i.e. a 
pea sized amount, seek professional assistance or contact a Poison Control Center 
immediately.  Supervise children's brushing and rinsing (to minimize swallowing). 
 
Fluoride is one of the most toxic substances known to man and is listed between arsenic 
and lead on the toxicity scale.  In fact one out of five children under the age of six suffers 
from fluoride poisoning.  Today fluoride is in juices, milk, pop, bottled water, soup, 

http://www.tc.gc.ca/mediaroom/releases/nat/2002/02_h040e.htm


bologna, canned tuna and baby food. There is enough fluoride in one tube of toothpaste 
to kill a small child. 
 
Fluorides cause nerve disorders and have been proven to lower I.Q. levels. Other ill 
effects of fluoride poisoning include; molting of the teeth, tiredness and weakness, kidney 
and bladder disorders, constipation, vomiting, especially mucous, itching after bath, 
excessive thirst, headache, arthritis, gum diseases, diarrhea, loss of hair, skin disorders, 
stomach disorders, numbness in the hands, brittle nails, brittle bones, sinus disorder, 
“charley horse," mouth ulcers, heart disease, cancer and disturbed vision.  Fluoride is 
listed as poison on tooth paste sold in the United States. 
 
Organic fluoride was originally discovered in a small town in Texas. It was naturally 
present in the ground, was non-toxic and the residents who lived in the area had fewer 
cavities than the national average.  Chemical fluoride (Sodium Monofluorophoshate) in 
no way shape or form resembles the organic variety found in Texas.  
 
Original fluoridation programs were part public relations (telling the public that fluoride 
was good for their teeth) and part research to find out what the toxic effects would be on 
the human population.  Fluoride was long known to be a major polluting by-product of 
manufacturing processes, including the aluminium and phosphate fertilizer industries. 
Some critics have pointed out for many years that the raw waste product of these 
industries is what is added to community water supplies. 
 
In Great Britain, Colgate paid 1,000 pounds to a family whose 10-year old son was 
diagnosed as suffering from dental fluorosis, a condition that causes visible molting of 
the teeth. Dental fluorosis is indicative of systemic poisoning of the body. In the mid-
1990's neurotoxicologist Dr. Phylis Mullenix performed research demonstrating 
behavioural problems due to fluoride exposure. Two Chinese studies found harmful 
effects of fluoride exposure on children's IQ. 
 
In the US a group of dentist's launched a lawsuit with the American Dental Association 
claiming that the ADA had continuously misled the dental profession on the issue of 
fluoride as well as on dental amalgams.                              
 
Dr. Richard Foulkes wrote in a review of the fluoride issue presented to the British 
Columbia Health Officer's Council annual meeting in 1992. He said, "they will be able to 
judge, with hindsight, how a combination of mind set, apathy and egotism led us to be 
accomplices in what may appear to be the medical fraud of the century, if not all time! 
The response from the BC government has not been encouraging; health ministers and 
senior dental officials continue to quote US government authorities as the final word on 
the subject. US government agencies are the world leaders in promoting the use of 
fluoride. 
 
Dr Foulkes is a retired physician who at one time recommended province-wide 
fluoridation in a comprehensive report on health for BC's NDP government in the 1970's. 
He has stated that authorities, whose position he had assumed was backed by adequate 
research, misled him. After an extensive review of research on the subject, he has 
strongly urged the government to put an immediate end to fluoridation in the province. 



 
The basic facts are that fluoride is highly toxic, the effects of exposure are accumulative 
(fluoride collects in the brain) and the soundest approach to any dangerous chemical is to 
minimize exposure including those found in toothpaste. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Youth Responsibility 
By Mark Gueffroy 
 
The January 18th edition of the Calgary Sun includes 
an article written by Kevin Martin titled “Severity 
of Stab Wounds Detailed” (page 18). In this article, 
Mr. Martin states that the defendant “is being tried 
as a youth and cannot be named under the Young 
Offenders Act.” As a member of the youth 
community and a former volunteer with a youth 
crime prevention organization, it is my educated 

opinion that youth should be held equally responsible for their actions (compared to 
adults), and that the media should be capable of publishing information that identifies the 
youth offender. Instead of subscribing to the misinformed belief that youth should receive 
lesser consequences for their crimes simply because they are youth and not yet adults, 
perhaps an approach of a harsh penalty for first-time offenders will provide an incentive 
for such youth not to become repeat offenders, laughing at the Justice System. Publishing 
identifying information in local media will also be an incentive for not becoming a repeat 
offender, as the young person will be humiliated by the negative attention. Should such 
an approach ever be implemented, it is my strong belief that much more responsible 
adults would result, and that our society would begin to appropriately address the 
problem of youth crime.  
 
Instead of underestimating the power of the young mind, recognizing youth as intelligent 
members of society and treating them like adults may result in youth recognizing their 
own potential and leading law-abiding and productive lives. Of course, with such respect 
and privilege comes additional responsibility-is it a price that youth are willing to pay? 
 
© 2002 Mark Gueffroy/Mark-Ink Productions. Reprinted with permission of the author 
and agency. All rights reserved. Protected by Canadian and international law.  
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alberta Coalition Against 
Poverty 
 
By Daniel Dufresne 
 
 Officially, the Alberta Coalition Against Poverty 
(ACAP) has been in existence for three months so 
far, since the initial meeting on December 15th, 
2001.   
 
Since that time ACAP (the name was inspired by 

the Ontario Coalition Against Poverty, at our last meeting we voted to retain this name) 
has doubled in size, from 8 people at the first meeting to over 20 people who regularly 
attend the meetings. 
  
The members of the group come from various walks of life, some homeless or once 
homeless, other poor youths, injured workers, union members, aboriginal activists, 
feminists, and other activists as well as the Calgary & District Labour Council has been 
very instrumental in getting A.C.A.P off the ground.   
 
The majority of the people involved to date have at one time (or currently) experienced 
poverty first hand. 
  
We have developed a decision-making method that encourages debate, compromise, and 
works towards decisions that are supported by all members of the group.  
 
We operate with rotating chairpersons for each meeting, and have committed to gender 
parity with our chairpersons and spokespersons. 
 
We have committed to have those most knowledgeable or most directly affected by a 
particular problem act as spokespersons for the group when possible.   
 
We have committed in our organizing to be as accessible as possible, offering transit 
subsidies for people to attend meetings, and childcare and food as well. We feel it is 
essential to recognize the barriers that some people face in getting involved in activism 
against poverty and do what we can to address these barriers to build a movement that 
many people can be a part of. 
  



We have committed, in principle, to engaging in casework using direct action, in defence 
of poor people and anyone experiencing injustice that we can help.  This is modeled after 
the successful casework of the Ontario Coalition Against Poverty, where OCAP 
combines direct action and advocacy for people experiencing injustice, whether it's being 
denied welfare, experiencing racism in the immigration process, problems with landlords, 
or even bosses in the workplace.  ACAP has yet to engage in casework, but we are 
researching it to determine what we can realistically offer to people in need. 
 
We have discussed many possible action plans, none of which have been Finalized (ON 
March 15th, we had our first rally at the Telus Convention Center, we had roughly 15 
people showing up regardless of the weather), but the general agreement is that we must 
use action to push the government to do more to solve poverty. 
 
 
 

Canadians are fat and selfish 
 

By Leisha Grebinski,  

The Carillon 
 
It’s hard to sit and swallow the fact that Canadians 
are gluttonous pigs while there are people all over 
the world scrounging for a grain of rice. Do we feel 
guilty that we are one of the richest countries in the 

world with food, clothing, and cars at our disposal?  Obviously not. We’re super-sizing 
our fries and waiting in line at all-you-can-eat buffets without a second thought. Taking 
advantage? Maybe just a bit. 
North America is sometimes resented for its freedom, wealth, and luxuries. According to 
the United Nations, 50 per cent of the world’s wealth is shaking in the pockets of 6.3 per 
cent of the population. Their resentment comes as no surprise, since that 6.3 per cent of 
the population lives in America. The world’s wealth is obviously concentrated in one area 
and its possessors are spending large, unneeded amounts of money frivolously on sides of 
gravy and extra Mayo. 
According to the Globe and Mail last week, North Americans can blame their bloating on 
the inflation of portion sizes. Since 1950, McDonald’s French fries have tripled in size 
and hamburgers and pops are also five times larger. 
Stats Canada reports that 12 per cent of Canadians are obese, which is small in 
comparison to the 26 per cent found in the states. Anne McClellan, the Minister of 
Health, warned the National Post that Canada’s health care system is not prepared for the 
large influx of unhealthy eaters. 
As North Americans shove their faces full of chicken wings and beer, billions of people 
are living in poverty. That is enough to make an individual question global food 
distribution. But how many of those North Americans are making themselves throw up 
after that enormous feast? For some reason, westerners justify this unnecessary bingeing 
with easy fixes like liposuction and stomach-stapling. Are they picturing starving 



children lacking enough nutrients to make it past their teen years after that miraculous 
surgery? 
Why are our minds so deranged when it comes to food? Our society is obsessed with 
labels screaming ‘fat free’ and ‘diet,’ yet our waistbands are still expanding. Is it because 
we have so many options to choose from that we just can’t bear to say no? We consume, 
consume, consume while others starve and die of malnutrition. 
Would we not be embarrassed if a 20-year old from a less-developed country overheard 
us complain about that ‘freshmen 20’? Are the women of Afghanistan concerned with the 
size of their hips? Doubtful. The CBC reported last week on a group of Afghan women 
who were waiting in line for their rations of rice. You could see the desire in their eyes 
and their hope for a meal that day. Afghan families are starving and mothers will do 
anything to feed them a tiny morsel. That tiny morsel is what some people in Canada 
would consider a wee snack. 
It’s a race between the unhealthy—the pigs versus the famished. Who will win? No one, 
if this group of selfish people continue down the same track of over-eating. It’s ironic that 
the incomes of the seven richest people in the world could eradicate the poverty of one 
billion poverty stricken victims. It sounds easy, so why can’t poverty be abolished? 
Mariah Carey, an American pop singer, described the picture of starving children in less 
developed countries in the most beautiful prose: “Sure, I’d like to be thin like that, but not 
with all of those flies and death and stuff.” 
 
 
 

 

VICTORIA (CUP) -- The abundance of freshwater in Canada is a myth that must be 
dispelled, University of Victoria students were cautioned last week.  

David Schindler, an award-winning scientist and University of Alberta professor, said 
unless agriculture and forestry industries change their practices, all Canadians will pay a 
big price in the future.  

Schindler predicts polluted freshwater will "at best . . . cost us tens, if not hundreds, of 
billions of dollars in the next 100 years." At worst, he expects it could "generate several 
more Walkerton-like incidents."  



Schindler said large feedlots, used to raise cattle or pigs, pose a major threat to Canada’s 
freshwater supply. Thousands of animals are concentrated inside farms that span several 
thousand hectares. He said their waste contains dangerous bacteria such as E. Coli and 
salmonella that if left untreated, can cause death.  

The waste is temporarily stored in lagoons, which are supposed to prevent bacteria from 
contaminating groundwater. But Schindler said a study in North Carolina, a major pork-
raising state, showed 50 per cent of the older lagoons leach waste into the groundwater.  

Schindler said the Alberta government plans to raise 10 million pigs in the province, 
which will produce the same amount of waste as 60 million people. The difference, 
Schindler said, is the animal waste will be left untreated.  

"Why are we allowing pig and cattle discharges directly into water when we control 
humans'?" he said.  

In one example, Schindler said farmers north of Edmonton have bulldozed their cattle’s 
waste onto the frozen surface of Peace River. When the ice breaks up in the spring, the 
waste is washed directly into the water.  

Besides voicing concerns about contamination, Schindler also predicted the amount of 
freshwater will dwindle as the climate temperature increases, caused by greenhouse gases 
trapped in the atmosphere. He identified Alberta and the prairies, already dry areas, as 
potential hotspots for a future water crisis.  

Most scientific models for climate change predict a two- to three-degree centigrade 
increase in summer temperatures on the prairies, Schindler said. The amount of rainfall is 
not expected to change but the higher temperatures will increase evaporation and lead to 
parched land, lakes and waterways.  

Schindler pointed to studies that suggest many of the prairie lakes were once dry. For 
example, grass spores have been found beneath Lake Manitoba, North America’s 12th-
largest lake. They have been carbon dated at 4,000 years old, to a period when the 
continent was hotter by about four degrees. Schindler said this suggests Lake Manitoba 
and many other prairie lakes could once again dry up if the climate continues to warm.  

The failure to adequately protect freshwater in Canada is partially based on the myth that 
we have an abundance of it, Schindler said. However, most of Canada’s lakes are in the 
far North and most major rivers also drain in the North. Water is scarce along the band 
following the American border, where the majority of Canadians live.  

Schindler said several recent polls suggest the environment is a high priority on the 
agenda of Canadians, but he is not optimistic change will come soon. He said the 
politicians who direct policy tends to favour the interests of business, which are often 
hostile to stringent environmental regulations.  

He also said media is reluctant to cover environmental issues, which he speculated was 
because of a concentration of media ownership in the hands of corporations.  





"We have our ambassador plan where we send a ministry rep out to talk to concerned 
parents," said Skeaff. "So far, we’ve had over two dozen groups take us up on the offer."  

Jacek says concerned parents are being heard in this survey and that a surprising number 
of "Tory defectors" showed up in the survey numbers. He says the former Conservative 
supporters want change and won’t vote for the Tories in the next election.  

"It was very gratifying to see that they are so sensitive towards universities and colleges," 
said Jacek. "These people don’t plan to vote Tory again because of the post-secondary 
issue."  

Joel Duff, Ontario chairperson for the Canadian Federation of Students, says the survey 
results have backed the government into a corner.  

"They’ve always denied that money will be needed to fulfill their mandate [to post-
secondary education]," said Duff. "If they want to survive the next election, they are 
going to have to invest."  

Jacek said he is doubtful newly elected Premier Ernie Eves will pump additional funding 
into the system.  

"My biggest fear at this point is that they’ll just throw us a little bit of money but it won’t 
be enough to scratch the surface," said Jacek.  

 
Palestinian territo ry under martial law  

By Vince Teetaert, Central Bureau Chief, 
Central Bureau   

WINNIPEG (CUP) -- Palestinian cities are under a 24-
hour curfew as the Israeli military moves into Bethlehem, 
Ramallah, Nablus and other areas in the West Bank.  

According to the Palestine Independent Media Centre 
(IMC), Israeli authorities have imposed martial law in the West Bank and say it will 
continue for at least three to four weeks.  

The Web site has reported that refugee camps in Ayda and Aza camps in Bethlehem have 
had their power cut and that Israeli troops and tanks had moved in, conducting house-to-
house searches.  

Reports have also indicated that the IMC office in Bethlehem has been surrounded by 
tanks.  

"We are experiencing massive fighting going on outside. We can hear clearly a tank 
rolling by the building and there is massive tank fire, mortar fire and gun clashes," 
reported the IMC office.  



Journalists and internationals have found it increasingly difficult to leave or communicate 
with their consular officers. A hotel in Bethlehem where some of IMC’s international 
delegation are staying had 10 tanks stationed outside. Reports have indicated that a 
journalist from Qatar-based broadcaster Al-Jazeera has been shot. CNN reported on 
Friday that Israeli soldiers fired rubber bullets and stun grenades at a group of journalists 
waiting in Ramallah for the arrival of U.S. Mideast envoy Anthony Zinni.  

The increased Israeli military presence in the West Bank follows several weeks of suicide 
bombings, which have killed hundreds of Israeli civilians, including 26 during Passover 
celebrations.  

The Israeli army had surrounded Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat’s offices in Ramallah 
over the weekend and have refused to let him leave. The Israeli army has forbidden all 
but a handful of individuals from visiting Arafat.  

Israel’s military force has drawn criticism from around the world.  

Canadian Foreign Affairs Minister Bill Graham said Tuesday that Israel must withdraw 
its troops from Palestinian-controlled areas. This follows a resolution by the United 
Nations Security Council calling for the withdrawal of Israeli troops from Palestinian 
land.  

U.S. President George W. Bush on Thursday joined calls for a halt to the Israeli incursion 
and said U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell will visit the Middle East next week to try 
and broker a cease-fire.  

 

with files from www.indymedia.org and www.cbc.ca  

 
 
     
 
 

 
 
 
ENLIGHTENING INFORMATION! 
 



 
 
 
 

JOINT Calgary-Edmonton Conference 
G6B The People's Summit 
June 21-25, 2002 University of Calgary   
  
 
On June 26 & 27, 2002, the leaders of the world's most industrialized countries, the G8, 
will meet in Kananaskis, Alberta. They will make critical decisions that will have global 
impact. Past G8 Summits have consistently failed to offer an effective means for 
individuals, civil society or even other states, to provide input to, or engage in, 
meaningful dialogue with G8 leaders.  
 
We believe, therefore, that an alternative forum, offering a means for the views and 
concerns of all of the world's peoples to be expressed and considered, is sorely needed. 
As such, from June 21-25, 2002, the G6B (Group of 6 Billion -- reflecting the entire 
global citizenry) will be held in Calgary, offering a forum to generate and discuss ideas 
and solutions that will promote economic activities that are beneficial to people living in 
all parts of our world, but that also reflect full respect for human rights and the 
environment.  
 
The G6B Conference will offer an alternative view of the planet's future; one, which is 
not rooted in increased militarism and poverty, and decreased human and civil rights. 
Committed to bridging the divides and inequalities that exist between the developed and 
developing world, the conference will bring forward recommendations in six theme 
areas: trade & economy, human security, health, education, environment, democracy & 
governance.  
 
The Conference brings renowned speakers, respected experts, and activists from the 
frontlines of poverty and conflict, together with an anticipated audience of 500, to 



explore a number of crucial issues and recommendations within the G6B's six themes. 
Consistent with the priorities of the G8, all sessions will have a special focus on the 
issues of Africa.  
 
The International Society for Peace and Human Rights (ISPHR) has taken the lead in 
organizing this conference and is now working with a steering committee made up of 
other national and local organizations including: Amnesty International, Partnership 
Africa Canada, Rights & Democracy, CLC, RESULTS, University of Calgary G8 office, 
and the Calgary African Community.  
 
We would like to invite all individuals and non-governmental organizations that share 
this philosophy and these beliefs, to join with us in this endeavour.  
 
For more details about the conference and our organizations, please check our website at 
<a HREF="http://www.peaceandhumanrights.org/">www.peaceandhumanrights.org</a> 
or contact Lynn Foster @ 403-202-0638 or by e-mail: <a 
HREF="mailto:fosterlf@shaw.ca">fosterlf@shaw.ca</a>.      
 
 
 
Human Rights as Global Security: Future Directions for 
the Charter A symposium to commemorate the 20th 
anniversary of the Canadian Charter of Rights and 
Freedoms  
 
April 25 - 26, 2002 @ TELUS Centre   
  
 
In 1982, the Canadian government under Pierre Elliott Trudeau repatriated the Canadian 
constitution and entrenched a series of rights and freedoms in the Canadian Charter.  This 
Charter was inspired by the principles of the UN Declaration of Human Rights primarily 
drafted by John Peters Humphrey, O.C., a Canadian whose work was an inspiration for 
those who subsequently pursued his vision through changes to Canadian law.  To honour 
this noble legacy of the Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms, the John Humphrey 
Centre for Peace and Human Rights is hosting this commemorative symposium and 
public forum. 
 
The theme of the symposium is Human Rights AS Global Security, to accentuate our 
position that our greatest common security is derived from human rights, not in 
opposition to them. Accordingly, we have invited leading human rights thinkers who 
perceive our common security to include the just and equitable distribution of the 
capacity for well being, derived from cultural, economic, and ecological factors.  
 
Speakers: Warren Allmand, Kathleen Mahoney, Ian Greene, Sheila Greckol, Shelagh 
Day, Claude Couture, Sharon McIvor, William E. Rees, Linda Bull, Jaggi Singh, Bob 
Wasylyshen, Rowena Xiaoqing He, and Tsvi Kahana 

http://www.peaceandhumanrights.org/
http://mail.ausu.org/onclick=


 
Exhibit Opening in Conjunction with the Symposium: 
"Citizen of the World: John Peters Humphrey and the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights," Telus Centre, April 25-May 3, 2002 
 
For more information on the symposium, or to register, log on to our web site: 
www.johnhumphreycentre.org (or) call Julie at (780) 453-2638   
 
Organized by the John Humphrey Centre for Peace and Human Rights 
 
 
 
A Healing Process 
September 11: Dealing with the Backlash  
 
 
Were you affected by the horrific events of September 11? Do you think / feel racism 
against certain groups has increased since the tragedy? Would you like to share your 
thoughts & views about it? If so, you are cordially invited to attend any one of the 
following Edmonton community meetings... 
 
 
 Sunday, April 28, 2002 
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. East Room 
Host: Edmonton Immigrant Services Association 
@ 11240 - 79 St. / Cromdale School (in French) 
 
Additional community meetings will be scheduled for your convenience. If you wish to 
attend and bring a friend along, you are most welcome to do so.  
 
For further information:  
Ernest or Charlene @ 425-4644 
e-mail us at: naarr@compusmart.ab.ca 
 
Events co-coordinated by the Northern Alberta Alliance on Race Relations  
(NAARR). Please visit our web site at: http://www.naarr.org/ 
 
 
 

http://www.naarr.org/


 

 

 
COMMENTARY AND FEEDBACK! 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Thanks to all of you who have been providing us with such great feedback on The 
Voice.  Please continue providing your opinions, comments and support; any 
submissions can be sent to tmoore@ausu.org 
 
Accepted letters to the editor have not been edited, nor do they necessarily reflect 
the opinions of The Voice staff, AUSU, or Athabasca University. 
 
Tammy Moore 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

 
 

HRI INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS 
 
 
Are you interested in international affairs and human rights or social justice issues? 
Do you want to make a difference? 
Are you out-of-school, unemployed or underemployed? 
 
The HRI Internship Programs are recruiting 32 interns for placements with international 
human rights organizations. All placements will be overseas and will give you the 
opportunity to get to know how an international human rights NGO (non-governmental 
organization) works. Interns will be provided with a stipend to cover their travel, 

mailto:tmoore@ausu.org


insurance, and living expenses for the duration of the internship.  Applicants must be 
Canadian citizens or landed immigrants legally entitled to work in Canada. 
 
Interns must be available for 6-7 months (June/ July 2002 - January/February 2003) of 
which six months will be spent in a placement with an international human rights 
organization. 
 
If you are interested or would like more information, please visit the Internship Section at 
<www.hri.ca>, or contact the Internship Coordinator at (613) 789-7407, ext. 215 or by 
email at <interns@hri.ca>.  
 
The application deadline is May 10, 2002 but recruitment will continue until all the 
positions are filled. 
 

 
 

STUDENTS OFFERED $ 346,000 IN CASH AND AWARDS FOR SHARING 
VISIONS ON IMPROVED CANADA 

- Top Prize of $70,000 to be Awarded to National Winner - 
 
Toronto, On (March 4, 2002) — The As Prime Minister Awards announced today that it 
is again challenging students to present innovative ideas and solutions for charting the 
future course for Canada. The Magna for Canada Scholarship Fund will award more than 
$346,000 in cash prizes and internships with Magna International Inc., Canada’s largest 
supplier of automotive systems and components. 
 
This year the As Prime Minister Awards program calls upon full-time undergraduate or 
graduate students from colleges, universities, or CEGEPs across Canada to prepare an 
essay answering the question: 
 
"If you were the Prime Minister of Canada, what political vision would you offer to 
improve our living standards and ensure a secure and prosperous global community?" 
 
Now in its eighth year, the program has grown consistently in popularity year over year; 
over 800 students from across the country participated in the 2001 program. 
 
All entries are judged on the merit of innovative and workable solutions. 
From the entries, 10 finalists are chosen and invited to present their essays before a 
distinguished panel of judges. The overall national winner is selected based upon his/her 
ability to express new, solution-driven ideas. 
 
The deadline for essays is June 3, 2002.  Program details are available through 
www.asprimeminister.com or by calling 1-866-AS-THE-PM. 
 
All winning student essays are published in a special book entitled @stake “As Prime 
Minister, I Would…” . 
 



The Magna for Canada Scholarship Fund was established in 1995 by Magna International 
Inc, to empower students to express their solutions for building a better Canada. 
$1,000,000 has been placed in a charitable trust on behalf of the scholarship fund.  The 
program is also sponsored by The Fair Enterprise Institute, a non-partisan and non-profit 
organization founded to provoke dialogue and debate and propose innovative solutions to 
improve the living standards of Canadians. 
 
 

         

 NEWS FROM THE CANADIAN 
CANCER SOCIETY  

April is Canadian Cancer Society's 
Daffodil Month 

Prevention Key  to Fighting Disease 
 

 

As the Canadian Cancer Society launches its annual Daffodil Month Campaign in April, 
the need for continuing support from the public remains strong. Not only will one in three 
Canadians be diagnosed with cancer in his or her lifetime, but also cancer remains the 
leading cause of premature death (death earlier than the average life expectancy). 

"This is one of the especially tragic aspects of this disease," says Gary Semenchuck, 
President, Canadian Cancer Society. "Cancer is always a devastating disease, but it's 
especially tragic when people with many productive years of life ahead of them die 
prematurely. With the continuing generosity of Canadians we will do all we can to ensure 
that no Canadian has to fear cancer."  

"We have made great progress in the fight against cancer and we know that the next 10 to 
20 years will bring even greater advances," says Julie White, Chief Executive Officer, 
Canadian Cancer Society and the National Cancer Institute of Canada. "An area of great 
promise is prevention of cancer. It is of paramount concern to us and is the cornerstone of 
our mission. We are committed to finding out as much as we can about preventing cancer 
and delivering this information to Canadians as quickly and clearly as possible." 

White adds that up to 70 per cent of cancers could be prevented through lifestyle choices 
such as adopting a healthy diet rich in fruits and vegetables, choosing not to smoke or 
quitting, and avoiding overexposure to the sun.  

"There is also mounting evidence about the importance of physical activity in preventing 
cancer," she says. "The most definitive evidence is for colorectal cancer, but new 
evidence has recently come to light about the convincing role of physical activity in 
preventing breast cancer. This is the type of vital information that we strive to uncover 
through our research."  



Advocating on behalf of Canadians is another important thrust of the Society's prevention 
activities. Through its advocacy efforts - such as lobbying for smoke-free environments 
across Canada - the Society helps create societal change that will support Canadians' 
healthy lifestyle choices.  

  
"In addition to tobacco smoke we are committed to protecting Canadians from other 
environmental contaminants proven to increase risk of cancer," says White. "For 
instance, we are calling for a ban on the use of carcinogenic chemical pesticides for 
cosmetic use on lawns and gardens as there is compelling evidence that some commonly 
used pesticides cause cancer. We are very concerned about the environment. People 
should not be exposed to known carcinogens." 

In addition to funding activities to promote prevention of cancer, donations raised during 
April will also fund: 

· important research that will uncover vital answers about this disease; 

· dissemination of information about all types of cancer; 

· support services for people experiencing cancer. 

 "We are able to carry out our essential work in the fight against cancer because of the 
generous donations we received from Canadians," says Semenchuck. "By investing in us, 
Canadians can rest assured that inroads will continue to be made, and that fewer people 
will have their lives tragically cut short because of this disease." 

The Canadian Cancer Society's door-to-door campaign has been a springtime tradition in 
communities across Canada since 1948. The Campaign is launched each year with 
Daffodil Days, which take place on different days in different communities across the 
country. This year's Campaign goal is to raise $18 million. During the year, the CCS also 
raises funds through gift planning, special events and In Memoriam gifts, bringing total 
donations to approximately $118 million. 

Information about local Canadian Cancer Society events during April is available by 
contacting local offices listed in the telephone book or by visiting www.cancer.ca 

Watch for the following events in April: 

· Thursday, April 18: the release of Canadian Cancer Statistics 2002 - a report card on 
cancer progress in Canada; 

· Wednesday, April 24: an announcement of this year's newly-funded cancer research 
grants made possible by Canadian Cancer Society funds.  

The Canadian Cancer Society is a national, community-based organization whose 
mission is the eradication of cancer and the enhancement of the quality of life of people 



living with cancer. Together, Canadians and the Canadian Cancer Society are making 
cancer history. 
 
 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Global Village Backpackers Banff. 
 
Our hostel opened June 1, 2001 right in downtown Banff.  Formerly the Woodland 
Village Inn, we are a unique hostel as all our rooms have ensuite bathroom facilities.  We 
have a hot tub, sauna, internet access, kitchen facilities, pool table, tour desk, TV room, 
bike rentals, laundry facilities, lounge and a large outdoor courtyard patio.   
 
A majority of our rooms are spacious 4-8 bed dorms.  We also have, what we call, semi-
private rooms.  Each has a double bed in a loft above a 4 bed dorm.  You share the 
washroom facilities with the dorm. 
 
Room rates 
 
October 1, 2001 - April 14, 2001 
 
Dorm Beds            $25.00                         $22.00 
 
Semi-private            $55.00                         $51.00 
 
Weekly rate in a dorm room                $129.50 (non-refundable) 
 
 All prices include taxes and linen.  Discounts are available to travelers carrying YHA, 
ISIC, VIP or GO cards. 
 
2001/2002 Ski packages 
 
3 Nights/2 days - only $169 
3 Nights shared accommodation 
2 days ski passes (Lake Louise/Sunshine Village/Mount Norquay) 
Transport to/from ski hills 
Free pancake breakfast daily. 
 
 
6 Nights/5 days - only $369 
6 Nights shared accommodation 
5 days ski passes (Lake Louise/Sunshine Village/Mount Norquay) 
Transport to/from ski hills 
Free pancake breakfast daily. 
 
We require credit card details to guarantee reservations.   
We welcome group bookings.  Please call the hostel directly for details. 



 
Cheers 
 
The Staff at the Global Village Backpackers Banff 
 
449 Banff Avenue BOX 398 
 
Banff AB Canada T1L 1A5 
 
1-403-762-5521 Toll-free in North America 1-888-844-7875 fax 1-403-762-0385 
 
 

 
 
 

Are y ou an Artist?  AUS U supports the a rts!  
 
AUSU is interested in purchasing original works of art from students for use in 
promotional purposes.  These promotions may include: gifts from AUSU to graduates at 
convocation, tokens of appreciation for volunteers, special presentations, etc.   
 
The works of art must: 
 
-be created by an AU Student 
-be within a value range $0-$500. 
-be accessible or easily transportable to Alberta 
 
If you are an artist of any kind who creates a product you feel we would be able to use for 
such a purpose, please contact djabbour@ausu.org.  Supply a brief description of the art 
object, a picture if you have it, and its market value.     

 
  

 
 

 

WRITE FOR THE VOICE!  

Contact Tammy Moore at tmoore@ausu.org for details on writing for The Voice, 
providing a sample selection of writing and preferred genre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tmoore@ausu.org

