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QUOTE OF THE WEEK: 
 
"Opportunities are often things you haven't noticed the 
first time around." 
--Catherine Denueve 

 
 
 
 A Bug In Your Ear…   
 
 
Hello, everyone!  Welcome to Spring.  I’ve just spent the 
Weekend with your new Council at the Banff Retreat, which 
took place this last weekend April 26 – 28th.   

 
The retreat was a great deal of work and fun, with council spending their Saturday and 
Sunday in workshop sessions and meetings, to be joined by Staff members Christine 
Lynch (at the ELC) and myself on Saturday evening in time for a scrumptious dinner.  
Evening activities were varied and many of us socialized or went sightseeing in the 
beautiful Banff area. Then we were off to bed to rest before the following day’s lengthy 
four and a half hour council meeting.   
 
The new council is a wonderful group:  they are positive, humorous and optimistic and 
looking forward to the two years of hard work and effort they will be contributing to 
benefit the students and make some positive changes in the governance and operations 
within the student’s union.   
 
From all of us involved with AU, I would like to offer a hearty welcome, congratulations 
and thanks for joining the Student’s Union and being willing to take the time and energy 
to become not only active students, but advocates for the rights, needs, and interests of 
AU students world-wide! 
 
Tammy Moore 
Editor of The Voice 
 



On a side note, I would like to let our readers know that our web-mail is currently not 
working.  If you have been left in a lurch during our correspondence, or if you have not 
received a response to an inquiry, writing submission, or comment it has most likely 
fallen victim to the pit of webmail despair.  All previous correspondence has been 
eliminated, so I will need you to be in touch in order to provide your addresses for 
response. Please resend all mail of last week, and send all current mail to the following 
address: nexora@shaw.ca 
Thank-you very much for your time, and I apologize for any inconvenience.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Coming of Age: Chapter 2 
 
By Wayne Benedict 

 
  After several days of 
recuperation for Dad’s injured foot at 
Okanogan Lake, he and I arrived back at the 
base of the mountains where we spent our 
annual vacations. Our heavy packs were 
reloaded, motorcycles full of fuel, and long-
rifles hung around our necks. The small 
Honda trail bikes were not designed for the 
use that we made of them and were of more 
use traveling across the flat to the base of the 

mountains than actually taking us to their top. We used to joke that we carried the bikes 
more often than they carried us. The weather was beautifully hot and we had been 
working hard for hours when we arrived at the base of the notorious “last steep hill” near 
the top of the mountain. At this point the trail became narrow, with a drop-off on its left 
that increased from ten to fifty feet as one ascended, the upper part reached a grade 
nearing forty-five degrees. 
 
 Usually, we would dismount the trail bikes at the bottom of the last hill, carry our 
heavy packs and rifles to the top, and return to bring the bikes up one at a time. That day, 
I was in the lead and felt confident that I could crest the hill on the bike with my full load; 
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halfway up, I realized that I could not and stopped slightly to the side of the trail. From 
behind me I heard Dad’s motorcycle roaring and I turned to tell him that it was too steep, 
but he was already passing me by, fully loaded. The next moments became one of the few 
incidents in my life when time slowed to a crawl and I can still picture the scene as if it 
occurred yesterday. When Dad got about ten feet beyond the spot where I had stopped, 
the trail bike flipped over backwards. Somehow, Dad managed to twist in the air and was 
in a prone position as his body flew over my head and back down the rocky trail. As he 
made contact with the ground, both arms protectively outstretched, the heavy pack rode 
up on his back and drove his head into a boulder that protruded from the ground. His 
7mm Magnum rifle, which had been slung around his neck and hung in front of him, was 
broken in two by the impact of his landing. It all happened in a couple of seconds, but 
seemed like long minutes to me. 
 
 I lay my bike down, threw off my pack, and made my way down the trail to where 
my father’s body lay beneath his heavy pack. I was calling out to him as I approached 
and his slight movements and grunts told me that he was still alive. He told me later that 
he had been fighting the encroachment of unconsciousness for the fear of leaving a 
fourteen year-old alone on the side of a grizzly infested mountain. He’d won his inner 
battle and as I removed his pack, he shook himself back to reality and stood up. As he 
turned to look at me I felt my stomach drop and exclaimed, “wholly shit Dad, I’m staring 
at your skull!” A four-inch-wide half-circle of flesh had been torn away from his 
forehead and drooped nearly down to his right eye. I must have look terror-stuck, as he 
quickly smeared the blood-dripping slab of meat back into place and held it there with his 
hand. Amazingly (and foolishly), we had no first-aid kit with us, but we improvised with 
a neon-orange roll of flagging ribbon and soon I had his head wrapped up tight. 
 
 We were both concerned that he might lose consciousness and once again we 
were faced with a Hobson’s choice. Should I go for help, leaving Dad alone where he 
could lose his senses in grizzly country; or should we attempt to ride out together, even 
though he might lose his senses while navigating the treacherous mountain trail and incur 
further injury. We chose the latter, and leaving everything but my rifle on the side of the 
mountain, headed for help. The accident occurred before noon and it took us until after 
dark that night to ride down the mountain, call an ambulance from Prince George to meet 
us halfway, and get to the Prince George Regional Hospital. I had driven to the 
rendezvous and followed the ambulance in Dad’s truck (he’d started teaching me to drive 
when I was eight). 
 
 Dad had told me later that the Doctor, a recent immigrant from Australia, had 
sewn up his wound with no freezing because he’d thought it a recent injury that would 
still have been numb. He said that it had been more painful than the original rending of 
his flesh, but it was clear that he was comfortable in the hospital room later that night 
when he’d received his intravenous painkillers. The next day we discussed our gear that 
was still on the side of the mountain. It was clear that Dad could not go back up anytime 
soon and we determined that I would ask one of my uncles to accompany me to retrieve 
our things. After leaving the hospital, I decided that I was old enough to go get our 
possessions by myself. I drove Dad’s truck back out to the base of the mountain, slung 
my .3006 rifle around my neck, and set out on the Honda trail bike. I’d been going into 
those mountains since I was eight years old and knew them very well, but as I made my 



way further from the truck and into the mountains, I felt alone and began questioning the 
wisdom of my choice. 
 
 Soon I was imagining a grizzly behind every tree and I couldn’t stop thinking 
about the packs full of food and Dad’s blood all over the trail. By the time that I was 
approaching the accident scene, I had convinced myself that it was more likely than not 
that a bear would have taken possession of our goods. About 500 yards from the last 
steep hill, I shut off the bike and listened. I couldn’t hear anything, but thought I’d rather 
not be riding the bike with my rifle slung if a grizzly were on those packs. I loaded my 
rifle and, placing a cartridge into the chamber, began slowly making my way up the trail. 
I have hunted dozens of bears in my life, but at that time I had never shot anything larger 
than a grouse and I was afraid—but I was determined. It must have taken me half an hour 
to sneak my way to the site of dad’s misfortune, and no bears were there after all; but in 
those thirty minutes I slew more demons than there were bears on the entire mountain. I 
retrieved Dad’s broken rifle and all of our things (less the food) and got back to Prince 
George without incident. I felt a much different person after that day, far more confident 
in myself and in my outdoor abilities. 
 
 
 
 

You Should Have Seen It 
Coming. 
By Tamra Ross Low 
 
 
One thing that really bugs me is people who are 
repeatedly surprised by events that are totally 
predictable.  These events run the gamut from 
natural phenomena, to interpersonal conflicts.  
Remember this advice? 
Don’t keep doing the same thing and 
expecting a different result.   

If you continue to base your expectations on what seems ‘normal’ or ‘appropriate’ 
instead of what precedent has demonstrated, you are doing just that. 
 
A great example of this behaviour occurs every spring.  Calgary is notorious for its 
weather.  Unlike cities in the Eastern provinces, there is no clear delineation between the 
seasons - instead, winter trickles through spring, summer lounges around until after 
Halloween, and sometimes fall stretches beyond Christmas.  We have had snow in July 
and T-shirt weather in January.  Every year, inevitably, winter seems over by April, but 
we always have one or two significant snowfalls after this - even as late as May.   
 
So you would think we would learn to accept this, rather than exclaiming with surprise 
every year when the spring snow comes and obliterates the pseudo-summer that seemed 
so certain.  Amongst the naïve are the leaders of our city. 
 



This week Alberta.com penned the predictable report: “Calgary taxpayers hit by late 
snowfalls.”  As happens every year, the city has used the late snowfall to explain a deficit 
in the yearly budget for snow removal.  Says the report:   

Late spring snowfalls have hit city taxpayers where it hurts - in the 
pocketbook. Another five-centimetre dump on Friday sent city bean 
counters scurrying to their ledgers, where it was calculated the cost of 
snow cleanup has risen to $16 million, or $2 million over budget. In 
addition, city road maintenance crews are falling well behind schedule 
because of lingering winter conditions.  

Am I the only one who notices this happening every year?  Is it just deja vu, or does the 
snow removal budget go over its allotment every spring?  And doesn’t the City always 
whine and moan and claim that they were not prepared for this ‘unseasonal’ weather?  Of 
course they do.  And it works, too, because a startling number of Calgarians buy into the 
same baloney.  These are the same people who every September are awe struck when 
Indian summer brings two more glorious weeks of full-blown summer.  Well, duh.  I 
can’t remember a year where that didn’t happen.  I keep my tennis rackets out and at the 
ready. 
 
Not that weather is a big issue, but it goes to a larger point.  People are constantly 
surprised by totally predictable (so predictable I’d bet money on it) weather because they 
are not interested in looking at patterns in the past, but rather just rely on assumptions 
about how things are supposed to work. 
 
People make the same mistakes in their personal lives.  Time and again I see it - a friend 
whose friend, lover, or spouse has lied to them repeatedly in the past, still responds with 
dismay when it happens again.  Or there are those who keep making the same mistakes in 
their lives, hoping that they can ‘make it work this time.’  I’ve watched addicts go 
through this:  “I lost control, but this time I have a handle on it;” or “I got drunk and 
seriously hurt someone I love, but that won’t happen again;” or how about “he hit me 
when he got scared and out of control, but he was sorry, so he won’t do it again.” 
 
You get the picture.  People take the same path and are surprised to find themselves at the 
same destination.  They even pass the same scenery along the way.  I think, for a lot of 
us, it’s attributable to our need to ‘get things right.’  When something does not work, we 
are convinced that we have to try it again.  We’re fascinated with the prospect of getting a 
“do-over.”  The sentiment even finds its way into films, like Groundhog Day, and 
countless episodes of series television.   
 
If we don’t do it over, we feel like quitters and feel like a failures for being smart.  I 
wonder at this.  Is it that we would have to admit that our initial decision was a mistake?  
But aren’t mistakes as valuable as successes, if they teach us something and allow us to 
move toward a better path?  I don’t really know the answer to this, but I see too many 
people (including me), walking the same path over and over, and getting burned again 
and again, scared to walk somewhere else, but strangely unafraid of the certain pain that 
comes with repeating our mistakes.   
 
I was reminded of this on Friday when I read that musician, Layne Staley of Alice in 
Chains, was found dead in his apartment.  He was a long-time heroin addict with dozens 
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of adoring friends, but his body lay two weeks before it was found.  Such is the price of 
isolation.  I don’t judge this man, as I see in him others I have known.  He knew the 
outcome of his repeated returns to addiction.  Addicts have a special logic, however.  
When one dies, the others speak expertly about his fatal mistake - “he took too much 
after too long a dry spell;” “he shot up alone;”  “he mixed the wrong drugs.”  Layne 
thought he knew how to beat it.  He knew it was killing him as early as 1992, when he 
wrote Hate To Feel: “pin cushion medicine; used to be, curious; now the ***’s 
sustenance.”  But he also wrote Junkhead, an opus of denial and an anthem for those in 
the cycle of self-destruction: “we are an elite race of our own; the stoners, junkies and 
freaks; are you happy?  I am man;  ... if you let yourself go and opened your mind; I’ll bet 
you’d be doing like me; and it ain’t so bad; I do it a lot.”   
 
If you can’t kick it, rationalize it.  I know that game.   
 
It is easy for people to put themselves above an addict - to call them junkheads - wasted 
lives, fringe dwellers, different from us.  But I see the same denial and fear of change in 
many people, even non-addicts. If they were unfortunate enough to try hard drugs, they 
would probably be addicts too.  Most people suffer the same tendency to repeat their past 
mistakes.  Instead of putting ourselves above the from the junkies and criminals, maybe 
we could benefit more from recognizing these tendencies in ourselves, and learn to pay 
more attention to what has really happened, rather than always relying on how we think 
things are supposed to be.  Empirical thought is now highly respected and accepted; yet 
our nature seems to lead us to an unconscious acceptance of Platonic ideals.  We believe - 
intuitively, that the truth is within us, and that this truth supersedes all outward evidence 
to the contrary.  Most people think they are exceptional judges of character, yet few 
actually are.  Denial on a mundane level leads to habitual denial.  Let’s open our eyes and 
see what is there, instead of relying on our intuition.    
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 

From my Perspective - 
Accreditation & Optional 
courses 
By Debbie Jabbour 
 
Many people debate the value of certain subjects, 
and criticize them as a waste of time.  Recently in 
Alberta, the education minister attempted to resolve 
financial issues between the school board and 



teachers by placing a cap on the number of credits a student could take in Grade 10.  The 
large number of options available to students during this initial year of high school was 
seen as frivolous, and easily eliminated as a result.  Public outcry resulted in a next-day 
reversal of the decision to cap credits, with teachers, parents and students coming to the 
defence of optional courses such as art, music, drama,  
 
This debate is not limited to high school subjects.  I’ve recently become involved in a 
very interesting discussion within a group of AU students regarding whether certain 
university courses have validity.  This has been in the context of the accreditation 
meetings that I, and others have been part of.  Tamra Ross Low’s excellent article in last 
week’s Voice (April 24) pointed out many of the reasons why we as students should be 
concerned about the reputation of our university.  AU is seeking accreditation in the U.S. 
in order to attain greater status and acceptability in that market, and the Middle-States 
accreditation team has been meeting with staff and students alike in order to determine 
whether AU meets their criteria.  The process is complex, involving a series of steps over 
many months, and is intended to provide a seal of approval that imbues a high level of 
confidence in the quality of the institution once it finally qualifies for accreditation.  
Through my direct experience with the accreditation team, I was impressed with the 
thoroughness of their investigation. 
 
Some, however, have criticized the accreditation process, citing schools in the U.S. that 
that are accredited, yet teach subjects that are of “questionable” value.  One brought up 
an interesting example - a school accredited by the Middle States accreditation team that 
teaches Levitation as a credit course.  On the surface this may seem almost humorous, 
and many might be inclined to agree with this student’s argument that such a course 
really has no place within a valid degree granting institution.  Initially my reaction was 
similar, but after some thought I realized that levitation might not be as useless a course 
as it seems.        
 
In my psychology studies I’ve come to realize that there are no limitations to scientific 
inquiry.  Scientific research takes the viewpoint that everything is knowable and therefore 
worth investigating.  Through fearless and persistent research into phenomena that has 
mystified humans over the years, science has provided insight into many events that 
previous generations found perplexing, perhaps unbelievable.  This research often met 
with strident opposition and ridicule from the establishment (Galileo’s insistence that the 
earth was round resulting in charges of heresy by the Catholic church comes to mind).  
Yet over time the scientific community and the world at large has come to accept many 
theories that were thought ridiculous previously, yet are now considered valid.     
 
Other subjects are considered simply frivolous and not worth the effort.  For example, for 
many years media-related topics such as film studies or popular music studies were 
looked at in askance as easy credits, fun to study, but not a serious use of a student’s 
time.  However in our increasingly cosmopolitan and enlightened global village we have 
come to realize the essential role media plays in how we perceive others, and ourselves 
and media and communications studies have gained respect and now carry valid degrees.  
Women’s’ studies is another area that several hundred years ago would have never found 
a place within a credible university.  The idea that there was anything of interest or value 
in the study of women was incomprehensible, mocked by academics and the general 



public, and no respectable educational institution would have embarked on such a course.  
Fortunately we have become enlightened in that regard as well, and a degree in Women’s 
Studies is now recognized as valid and valuable.      
 
Psychic phenomena is a study that has fascinated researchers for centuries yet it still 
remains as mysterious and seemingly unknowable as ever.  Although many doubt its 
existence completely, there is endless eyewitness evidence of a variety of psychic 
phenomena, and a belief in its reality has persisted since the beginning of time.  Extra-
sensory perception, mind-control, hypnosis, mental illusions, and yes, levitation - all 
phenomena that a good segment of the population believe in and claim to have 
experienced or seen occur.   
 
Many scientific studies have attempted to explain these events and verify their existence, 
but up until now have been generally unsuccessful.  Does this mean continued scientific 
inquiry into psychic phenomena should stop?  Absolutely not.  In the field of psychology 
these are all topics that merit continued, systematic scientific study.  Our knowledge of 
mental functions is still very rudimentary, yet the more we learn, the more we realize 
what the brain is capable of.  Hypnosis is an example - at one time it was considered as 
unbelievable as levitation, yet it has now become recognized as a very real and 
explainable occurrence that utilizes the brain’s response to suggestion.  Although much 
still remains to be learned about hypnosis, research has allowed scientists and 
psychologists to incorporate its use into a valid therapeutic technique.     
 
Levitation may or may not be a real phenomenon.  But without serious investigation and 
study into the phenomena we will never find the answer.  An institution that has been 
accredited to offer learning credits for such a study is not an institution that has less 
validity than a traditional one.  It is an institution that is willing to take risks and expand a 
student’s horizons by opening the door to a type of knowledge that is unhindered by 
preconceived ideas of what is already known and accepted as possible. 
 
As university students, one of our most prized possessions is the freedom to have an open 
mind and diversity of thought.  This diversity includes studies in an unlimited variety of 
topics, from math and chemistry to music and drama, from film studies and foreign 
language to psychology and psychic phenomena.  There are no limitations.  When a 
judiciary body such as the Middle States accreditation team adjudges an educational 
institute as having placed sufficient background research, course support and educational 
development into the delivery of these subjects, it goes a long way towards giving 
students confidence that we are receiving quality instruction regardless of the topic. 
 
Accreditation and course offerings are just one part of the debate, however.  Next week I 
will further expand on what we, as Athabasca University students, should be doing to add 
value to our university degree.            
 

 

 



FED WATCH!   

By Karl Low 

WIPO and WIPOUT agree? 
 

WIPO, the World Intellectual Property Organization, has announced the winners of its 
International Essay Contest.  The topic of the essay? "What does intellectual property 
mean to me in my daily life?" Since WIPO is an organization devoted to creating stronger 
intellectual property laws, it seemed to be a good assumption that essays critical of IP 
laws would not be well received.  To combat this assumed bias, a counter-essay contest 
known as WIPOUT was established by some people who disagree with the increasing 
level of legislation surrounding IP.  Not to be outdone, they've announced their own 
winners as well.  
 
What is most remarkable about this is that the winner of the WIPO essay contest (for the 
English language at any rate) is nearly as critical of the intellectual property laws as any 
of the essays presented to WIPOUT.  Mr. Nikhil Gyan, winner of the English version of 
the WIPO contest, writes about the effect of intellectual property laws at his University. 
In a point-by-point fashion he lists how his life and the lives of other students have been 
made less pleasant and more difficult as a result of these intellectual property laws. The 
one saving grace he claims is that he can rest easy now knowing that WIPO's efforts will 
make sure he does not accidentally stray to perform some illegal actions. 
 
If this is the best essay that WIPO could come up with perhaps it shows how deeply 
misguided their efforts are. 
 
First Soldiers, then Farmers. 
 
It seems the United States is getting ready to drop another bomb on Canadians. 
Fortunately, nothing so deadly as the last time, but still a painful reminder of just how 
little it means being America's friend when American interests are on the line. The bomb 
I'm talking about this time is Farm Bill that is being passed in the United States. This bill 
will apparently increase American subsidies to their farmers by approximately 78%, over 
the next six years with a large portion of that coming in the next two. 
 
Our Federal Agricultural Minister acknowledges that the U.S. Farm Bill provides ever 
increasing subsidies for U.S. Farmers - in direct contradiction to what even U.S. 
negotiators say that they should be doing, yet at the same time states that the Canadian 
Government will do nothing to help Canadian Farmers compete on this seriously 
unbalanced trading field.  
 
So, as with lumber, as with steel: now grain. Perhaps its time that Canada stopped letting 
the American government run roughshod over our international agreements and began 
using what leverage we have - taxes on exporting oil. 
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I would imagine that this could serve two purposes. Not only would it reinforce Canada's 
relevance to America, it would also serve to help the Americans control their carbon 
dioxide emissions as their energy prices rise. The negative effects it might have on our 
economy could be balanced out by applying those tax dollars to kick-start alternative 
energy measures. 
 

Solar Boost 
 
The Federal Government has put just over a million dollars into a program to build a 
community where a number of the houses are using solar power. The excess energy these 
houses generate will be sold back to the utilities companies, thereby reducing the amount 
that the homeowners have to pay on taxes.  While this project is currently restricted to 
Kitchener, Ontario, it is hoped that it will work as a pilot to show the advantages of solar-
enabled communities. 
 
We can only hope that Premier Klein won't declare this program as another attack on 
Alberta's economy and try to make sure that it doesn't go through. 
 
 

 

Nature Notes: From the 
Backyard to the Biosphere  

To Spray or Not to Spray 

By Zoe Dalton 
 
 Well, it’s springtime again in T.O. 
The rains have come, followed by a few 
days of glorious sunshine, and all the plants 
have taken their cue and burst into new life. 

The bulbs have sprung from the soil, blessing the city with the beauty of spring colour 
after the dullness of winter.  And the grass has turned that deep green that just spells the 
coming of warm weather. 

 This is the season when homeowners across the city – and across the country – 
begin to think of those warm weather issues of lawn and garden care.  In Toronto this 
year, these thoughts are of special significance.  The city is considering passing a 
municipal by-law banning the cosmetic use of pesticides on both public and private land.  
For some, this comes as long-awaited and very welcome news.  For others, this type of 
legislation is nothing short of an infringement on one’s right to look after private property 
as one sees fit.  To those of us concerned with the potential health and environmental 
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implications of pesticide use, the background of how Canada’s largest city has come to 
this decision-making point will be of interest.  
 It is unlikely that the pesticide issue would have arisen in Toronto this year, if at 
all in the near future, had it not been for two Canadian municipalities having recently 
started this trend toward greener – to some, “browner” – lawn and garden care.  Hudson, 
Quebec began in 1991 to limit the use of pesticides on private and public property, and 
set a Supreme Court precedent in 2001 when it won a case allowing municipalities to set 
their own restrictions on the use of chemical pesticides.  Moving on up to the larger 
municipalities, the Regional Municipality of Halifax continued the effort in 2000, when 
the city enacted municipal legislation restricting pesticide use. This by-law will see 
almost a total phase-out of pesticides within this region by 2003.   
 Toronto residents will be asked this spring to advise city council as to what should 
be done with respect to restricting pesticide use.  Several questions are being posed to the 
public: should a by-law be put in place banning all cosmetic pesticide use? Should 
voluntary measures be requested of residents and industry? Should pesticide use be 
limited largely through education campaigns? And should city council make this issue a 
priority at all?  Interestingly enough, the most recent publication on this issue put out by 
the city was written by Toronto’s medical officer of health, indicating that council 
already takes seriously the issue of pesticides’ potential for harm to human health. The 
fact that Toronto is the third municipality in Canada to view the cosmetic use of 
pesticides as an issue worthy of consideration indicates that the time is ripe for citizen 
input regarding banning these potentially harmful chemicals in all municipalities. 
 Why should residents care about pesticide use in their communities?  For one 
reason, pesticides are known to be highly mobile in the environment.  This means that, 
even if you yourself avoid pesticides, or feel that you use them responsibly, pesticide use 
by your neighbour or nearby golf course can impact the whole surrounding area. 
Pesticides move through water and air, and therefore spread quickly beyond the particular 
location of their use.  In addition, pesticides are often harmful to what are known as “non-
target” species: those which the user may have had no intention of destroying.   

From a human health perspective, many studies show strong associations between 
pesticide use and health problems, particularly among children. Aside from being 
particularly prone to actual exposure by being low to the ground and in direct contact 
with soil and plants, young children have not yet developed the organs and enzymes that 
help to protect the body, and rid it of toxins.  

It is important to note that scientists stress the lack of proof, or a direct causal 
link, between pesticide use and observed reproductive, neurological and immuno- 
response symptoms in humans and other animals.  However, the fact that associations 
have been found, and that the medical community is concerned with the potential harm 
that pesticides may have on human health, indicates that this may be a prime area for the 
implementation of the precautionary principle. This principle states that when a risk is 
identified, it is best to err on the safe side by avoiding exposure to that causing the risk.   

In making the ultimate decision on this matter, it is important to recall the issue at 
stake here.  The primary question in any municipality is this: do we want to allow the 
cosmetic use of pesticides (i.e. the application of pesticides for lawn and garden 
“beautification”), with full knowledge of the potential health and environmental effects of 
these chemicals, or do we want to eliminate these potential impacts and try to maintain 
the health of our residents, both human and otherwise?  In just a few weeks, Toronto 
residents will be voicing their opinions and concerns about cosmetic pesticide use in their 



city at council meetings.  As people across Canada gear up for the lawn and garden 
season, residents of all municipalities should be asking themselves whether they too 
should be raising this issue with their own local councils.  We can thank Hudson and 
Halifax for having set the precedent allowing municipalities to say no to pesticides; it is 
now up to residents to tell their councillors to take this step.    
 

Zoe Dalton is a graduate of York University’s environmental science program, 
and is currently working towards a Master of Arts in Integrated Studies with 
Athabasca U.  She can be reached for comments or questions at 
zk_dalton@hotmail.com.  

 
               

 
 

 
 
THE MACROCOSM IN THE 
MICROCOSM  - Free Trade 
 
By Thane Heins 
 
"THE NORTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT CONTAINS A PROVISION FOR 
THE ABSORPTION OF CANADA INTO THE 
UNITED STATES BY THE YEAR 2005." 
                                    -   Shelly Anne Clarke 

                                                                Executive Secretary of the Free Trade Agreement 
 
The absorption of Canada has begun, the impact is now being felt with:  Bank Mergers, 
deregulation of the trucking industry, the devaluation of the Canadian dollar, (leading to 
the eventual adoption of US currency in Canada and Mexico), Lands for Life, the 
dismantling of Health Care and Education, the illegal and unconstitutional sale of Ontario 
Hydro & Canada Post, the proposed privatization and bulk exports of water, and the 
deregulation/privatization of the Health Protection Branch (HPB). 
 
In 1992, Ottawa was involved in negotiations with Mexico and the US on Free Trade. 
The Canadian Government imposed an iron curtain of secrecy on the Canadian 
negotiations and the terms of the Free Trade Bill. When Canada's Trade Minister offered 
MP's a chance to view outdated texts they had to take an oath not to reveal the contents to 
the public. (Updated texts of the free trade bill were not made available.) Shelly Anne 
Clarke has gone on record as saying, "that there was one American version for American 
negotiators only and another version for Canadians. Sections, such as the Canadian rights 
to their own water supplies, were surrendered to the United States.  
 
In Rochester, New York, a dedication on a bridge built by Sister Cities International 
reads: 
 



SISTER CITIES INTERNATIONAL WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1956    
 
TO STRENGTHEN GLOBAL UNDERSTANDING IN THE CREATION OF SISTER 
CITY RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN AMERICAN COMMUNITIES AND CITIES 
AROUND THE WORLD. 
 
There is a map of the world showing the locations of Sister City offices. About one dozen 
countries are involved. On the map Canada is not called Canada - it is called 
NORTH AMERICA. 
 
This bridge is located in front of the Four Points Sheraton Hotel on East-Main St. in 
Rochester New York, 
1-800-325-3535.  
 
Finance minister Paul Martin is anxious to enforce the Americanization of the Canadian 
banking system without consulting Canadians. Deregulation of the financial services 
would blatantly violate Article 91 of the Constitution reads: "The EXCLUSIVE 
LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY of the Parliament of Canada extends to"... Banking, 
Incorporation of Banks, Savings Banks and the issue of paper money. 
 
Bank mergers, combined with financial deregulation, would transform Canada and its 
provinces. With Canadian banks fully integrated into the US financial landscape, Canada 
would no longer constitute a separate economic and financial entity. The process of 
integration and takeover initiated under NAFTA in the areas of trade and investment 
would reach fruition. The elimination of the Canadian dollar in favour of US currency is 
being explored by the Bloc Quebecois, the Canadian Alliance (or at least pegging it to the 
US dollar) and Canadian Ambassador to the US Raymond Chretien. 
 
With the replacement of the Canadian Dollar and the Mexican Peso with US currency, 
the Trilateral Commission (North America, Europe & Asia border free trade zones) will 
be one step closer to the final destination of One World Government under the UN. 
 
The North American Free Trade Agreement allows companies to sue governments they 
believe are infringing on their right to make money. Ethyl Corporation of the US sued the 
Canadian government in 1998 for $ 350 million dollars because it wanted to sell its 
poisonous neurotoxin, MMT, methylcyclopentadienyl manganese tricarbonyl as a 
gasoline additive. Until 1997 Canada was the only country in the world in which MMT 
was sold. MMT has been shown to cause nerve damage and death, not to mention the fact 
that it damages car engines. These factors resulted in a ban on the sale of MMT in 
Canada. 
 
Ethyl Corp. took its complaint to NAFTA where a SECRET TRIBUNAL (whose records 
are not disclosed and whose decisions cannot be appealed), assessed the case. In July 
1998 the Canadian government decided to settle its dispute and agreed to allow the sale 
of MMT again in Canada. It agreed to pay Ethyl Corp. $ 13 million dollars in 
compensation for lost profits and also agreed to mislead Canadians by announcing that:  
MMT poses no health risk," The Nova Group of Sault Ste. Marie has an application 
pending that will permit it to export 10 million litres of fresh water a day from Lake 



Superior for export to Asia. The McCurdy Group of Gander announced in 1998 that it 
was applying to export 52 billion litres of water a year from Gisborne Lake in southern 
Newfoundland. Global Water Corp. of British Columbia has signed a contract to export 
18 billion gallons of Alaskan Water a year to China. 
 
Liberal MP Denis Mills is promoting the GRAND Canal project, which would entail 
building a dam across James Bay and diverting water to the southern United States via a 
canal that cuts its way through Quebec and into the US. Shelly Anne Clarke has said that 
the separation of Quebec is the first step in the GRAND Canal scheme.  
 
NAFTA gives US corporations "National treatment" rights to Canadian water supplies 
once a Canadian company is granted an export permit. Lloyd Axworthy said that the Free 
Trade Agreement "would override the Federal Water Policy that prohibits water export." 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Owned by Technology?  

As society is gripped by the 
everyday use of 
technology, there is 
growing concern that we 
are giving up a part of 
ourselves for a faster, 
wired world  

 

By Christl Dabu, Ryersonian  

 

It’s a usual scene.  

It's past 5 p.m. on a weekday and though most classes are done and hordes of students 
and professors are on their way home, your university’s computer lab is jam-packed.  



The click-clacking of keyboards, incessant shrill of ringing cellphones and mumbled 
chatter pervade the room. Students are rushing to finish their papers and assignments, 
trying to meet deadlines in the pressure-cooker that is university life. Communication 
with professors is just a click away, class notes and lectures have gone virtual, and 
assignments can even be submitted on line.  

While many people say that technology is now an integral part of the learning process, 
some experts are beginning to say that society needs to slow down.  

Alan Lightman, a professor of humanities at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
thinks that as the speed- and profit-obsessed wired world becomes faster, more public and 
less patient, we need to rediscover freedom through the privacy, silence and self-
reflection of our inner lives.  

Lightman said that a highly technological society could result in an obsession with speed, 
impatience with slowness, a sense of information and stimulation overload, and the loss 
of privacy for individuals who are "always accessible and always able to access."  

Lightman is concerned particularly with the disappearance of "soul space" or the 
spiritual, private realm of the inner self, as public space (which includes people, 
deadlines, clocks and cellphones) increasingly dominates the physical and inner realms.  

Lightman said that we could be swept up with the goals of efficiency and productivity 
like robots, hardly taking time out to free ourselves from unnecessary technological noise 
and demands.  

But many people say we simply can't escape the clutches of technology, a defining facet 
of Western society.  

Professor Ken Grant, director of Ryerson’s Information technology management 
program, says he can't fathom getting through a day without his three PCs, his laptop and 
his mobile phone.  

"I think technology makes it feel like (the pace of life) is speeding up," he said.  

"Technology is one of the factors that can make it more stressful."  

Even so, Grant relies on WebCT, a Web-based teaching and learning tool, which acts as a 
virtual extension of a classroom. On WebCT, faculty and students can post e-bulletin 
board messages, view video clips and class notes, and even do quizzes online. Students 
can even submit their essays on WebCT.  

In two years, Grant said he has graded 10,000 students' work this way. He also uses 
multimedia lectures to provide interesting and content-rich material for students, such as 
using the Internet in class like a virtual tutor.  

"You can take students out of the classroom into the real world by using technology," he 
said.  



Grant also said technology allows professors to be more accessible to students.  

"If they can't find me in the office, they can send e-mail or leave a voice message," he 
said.  

Gosha Zywno, an electrical engineering professor at Ryerson, agrees that when it's used 
wisely, technology is mostly beneficial to society, particularly in helping to enrich the 
education process.  

Zywno says technology promotes the good communication and prompt feedback.  

"Technology can do wonders to make our lives easier," she said. "Technology can help 
students and professors be better at teaching and learning."  

She said e-mail has made communication easier between herself and her 140 students. 
She has spent two to three hours a day answering messages and running the WebCT site 
for her classes since 1999.  

Zywno said that posting notes and video clips from lectures online doesn't deter students 
from missing class and actually helps them learn better because they come to class more 
prepared and focused on asking questions and discussing issues rather than writing down 
notes.  

And despite the concern that technology fosters more work, swallowing up much of our 
free time, Zywno says the WebCT does not require her students to put in more time than 
what is required in the course.  

"It's important to realize that it (technology) can be a powerful ally in learning and that it 
shouldn't be treated as a burden," said Zywno.  

Grant also noticed students had less problems with WebCT when he allowed an extra 24 
hours for the submission of projects or assignments online in the event of technological 
glitches.  

But not everyone is as keyed up to combine technology with education.  

Jeanne Maurer, who teaches a technology and the contemporary environment course at 
Ryerson, thinks technology should only be used when needed as it can make life more 
frustrating and complex.  

She uses technology to enhance her teaching, showing the class Internet sites during her 
lectures and maintaining her own Web site with course information for students.  

In fact, she encourages her students to be as "low tech" as possible, only using 
technology in their presentations when necessary instead of using "technology for 
technology's sake."  



She adds that the root cause of a stressful and high-speed lifestyle is the Western 
ideology that efficiency and productivity are the solutions to a better life.  

"We certainly can't blame technology because it's a product of our society and culture," 
said Maurer. "But we can blame technological society because we set ourselves up with 
all these silly goals."  

Lightman, who admits to being a "member of the two-cellphone family," suggests a 
solution in which the individual gains awareness of his or her use of technology.  

He said people should take responsibility to ensure that they don’t allow technology to 
unnecessarily rob them of free time and overshadow priorities.  

"I don't think we (Western society) can find a way of slowing down – only the individual 
can," he said, adding that he disconnects his phone during dinnertime as one small cure 
for a hectic life.  

"The important thing is to be aware of our life underneath technology, know our values, 
know who we are and how we're living."  

 

 

 

 
A View From the Summit  

Film-maker Magnus Isacsson takes 
a look at what went down amidst 
the tear gas during last Spring’s 
protests in Quebec City  

By Jonathan Montpetit, The 
McGill Daily  

It was the largest, most expensive peacetime 
security operation in Canadian history. It was three 
days of protests and photo-shoots; a fervid exchange 
of ideas and tear gas canisters.  

The eleven months that have followed the meetings 
and mass demonstrations in Quebec City have seen 
the release of a CD anthology (gascd), a book 
(Resist!, another, Counter-Productive will be 



released next month), and now a feature-length documentary film-all devoted to the 
events of that April week-end.  

Earlier this week, The National Film Board released View From the Summit, the latest 
offering from film-maker Magnus Isacsson. It is a trilingual account of the Summit itself. 
But more importantly, it traces the stories of six people involved, three whose jobs take 
them inside the fence, and three whose ideas keep them on the outside. Isacsson’s scope 
extends to events taking place up to a year before the summit, tracking the preparations of 
various groups as they attempt to organize themselves for the protests. Indeed, it is the 
range of Isacsson’s film which is its most impressive aspect.  

Isacsson is in his milieu when it comes to making films about activists, of which View 
From the Summit is only the latest in a series. He examined NAFTA’s impact in the 
Emperor’s New Clothes (1995), in Union Trouble: A Cautionary Tale (1999) Isacsson 
looked at the attempt to unionize a McDonalds franchise, and Isacsson won a Quebec 
Film Critics Award for Best Documentary for his look at civil disobedience in reaction to 
corporate globalization in Pressure Points (1999). Says Isacsson: "[at the time] Quebec 
City was the next rendezvous with history for the globalization movement, so I just had 
to be there."  

By following the action on both sides of the now infamous barricade, View From the 
Summit offers several different perspectives. The juxtaposition of manic street footage 
with the courtly images from inside the summit give the film an almost schizophrenic 
quality in the different moods it portrays. "The whole idea of the film was to bring six 
different people from six different horizons together," notes the Swedish born film-
maker.  

If this sounds to you like the pretence for an objective film, you’re missing the point. 
"This film definitely has a point of view," Isacsson insists, "We portray the summit as a 
big photo-op." This may come as little surprise given Isacsson’s filmography. Still, that 
there was a concerted effort to respect the different points of view is apparent in the film. 
"[Ultimately] these are real citizens debating real issues."  

But if View From the Summit exposes the pageantry of the leaders’ meetings, it goes to 
similar lengths to expose the divisions within the anti-globalization movement. In one of 
the more telling scenes, Philippe Duhamel, one of the film’s six characters and a lawyer 
for social justice organization SalAMI, accuses Jaggi Singh, another prominent Montreal 
activist, of encouraging the more violent protesters. Says Isacsson, "the film represents 
my understanding of the discussion between diversity of tactics (i.e. use of violent 
activism) and non-violent protest." Isacsson hopes the film will raise issues that the anti-
globalization movement must confront if it is to become more effective.  

As a film-maker, Isacsson feels his role is to provoke and fuel the globalization debate, 
not provide answers. "Film-makers are not ideologues and they are not politicians," he 
says. To make his point, he compares the director to the novelist quoting African 
novelist, Chinua Achebe: "‘the role of a novelist is not to give people recipes but a 
headache.’ I like that idea. The film-maker can tell a dramatic story that brings up social 
and political issues, but if you try and make films that are highly ideological, you’ll end 



up shying away from certain parts of reality that tend not to fit in with your viewpoint." 
He continues, "we spoke to a lot of people with very clearly defined points of view, so in 
the end of the film I found it refreshing to turn the camera over to young people simply 
sharing their thought’s, people who weren’t part of a particular party or group."  

View From the Summit is only the first of several up coming documentaries dedicated to 
the Quebec City protests. However, it will probably emerge as the definitive film on the 
Summit, if only for its ability to portray both sides of the story. With the succession of 
demonstrations that seem to shadow First World leaders, the significance of the Quebec 
City protests threatens to be overlooked. It is films like View From the Summit that will 
help contextualize those April days.  

View From the Summit is available at the National Film Board. It is also screening across 
the country in theatres and on television. For more information on the film visit View 
from the Summit. 

 
 
     
 
ENLIGHTENING INFORMATION! 
 
 
 

 

Edmonton, SUNDAY MAY 12th 
at 9:00 AM 
 
Calgary, SUNDAY MAY 12th at 
9:00 AM 
 
Montreal, SATURDAY MAY 11th 
at 10:00 AM 
 
Halifax SUNDAY MAY 12th at 
9:00 AM 
 
Regina, SUNDAY MAY 12th at 
10:00 AM 
 
Vancouver SUNDAY MAY 12th at 9:00 AM 
 

http://www.nfb.ca/viewfromthesummit
http://www.nfb.ca/viewfromthesummit


You will find all the information you need in this website: FORZANI'S 
MOTHER'S DAY RUN AND WALK. You can now register and make a donation 
online or download an entry and pledge form. If you need additional 
information, please call 1 877 MDAY RUN or email 
foundation@forzani.com. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
What We Do  
Canadian Diabetes 
Association (CDA) is a 
non-profit, charitable 
organization with over 150 
branches across Canada. 
CDA volunteers and staff 
work directly with people 
with diabetes and their 
families at the grass roots 
level. The CDA Collections 
Program collects clothing 
and reusable household 
items as an 
entrepreneurial fundraising 
venture. The funds raised 
from this program assist in 
promoting diabetes 
research, education, 
service and advocacy.  

 

What We 
Accept  
We gladly accept 
donations of:  

• Clothing 
• Linens 
• Toys 
• Small 

Appliances 
• Jewellery 
• Shoes 
• Luggage 
• Sporting Goods 

 
Canadian Diabetes Association  

403.509.0070 

http://www.forzanigroup.com/runandwalk2002/
http://www.forzanigroup.com/runandwalk2002/
mailto:foundation@forzani.com


403.509-0072 (fax) 
1.866.811.0070 (outside of Calgary) 

Email Us! 
www.diabetes.ca 

 
 
 
 

JOINT Calgary-Edmonton Conference 
G6B The People's Summit 
June 21-25, 2002 University of Calgary  
  
 
On June 26 & 27, 2002, the leaders of the world's most industrialized countries, the G8, 
will meet in Kananaskis, Alberta. They will make critical decisions that will have global 
impact. Past G8 Summits have consistently failed to offer an effective means for 
individuals, civil society or even other states, to provide input to, or engage in, 
meaningful dialogue with G8 leaders.  
 
We believe, therefore, that an alternative forum, offering a means for the views and 
concerns of all of the world's peoples to be expressed and considered, is sorely needed. 
As such, from June 21-25, 2002, the G6B (Group of 6 Billion -- reflecting the entire 
global citizenry) will be held in Calgary, offering a forum to generate and discuss ideas 
and solutions that will promote economic activities that are beneficial to people living in 
all parts of our world, but that also reflect full respect for human rights and the 
environment.  
 
The G6B Conference will offer an alternative view of the planet's future; one, which is 
not rooted in increased militarism and poverty, and decreased human and civil rights. 
Committed to bridging the divides and inequalities that exist between the developed and 
developing world, the conference will bring forward recommendations in six theme 
areas: trade & economy, human security, health, education, environment, democracy & 
governance.  
 
The Conference brings renowned speakers, respected experts, and activists from the 
frontlines of poverty and conflict, together with an anticipated audience of 500, to 
explore a number of crucial issues and recommendations within the G6B's six themes. 
Consistent with the priorities of the G8, all sessions will have a special focus on the 
issues of Africa.  
 
The International Society for Peace and Human Rights (ISPHR) has taken the lead in 
organizing this conference and is now working with a steering committee made up of 
other national and local organizations including: Amnesty International, Partnership 
Africa Canada, Rights & Democracy, CLC, RESULTS, University of Calgary G8 office, 
and the Calgary African Community.  
 
We would like to invite all individuals and non-governmental organizations that share 
this philosophy and these beliefs, to join with us in this endeavour.  

mailto:cycolpro@telusplanet.net
http://www.diabetes.ca/


 
For more details about the conference and our organizations, please check our website at 
Peace and Human Rights or contact Lynn Foster @ 403-202-0638 or by e-mail.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ALBERTA COLLEGE OPEN HOUSE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
 
Date:  Saturday, May 04, 2002 
 
Description:  College and University Preparation: High School, 
Diploma Preparation, Academic Upgrading, English as a Second Language. 
Career Program: Microcomputer Office Specialist. Alberta College 
Conservatory of Music. Tours, Displays, Demonstrations, Music 
Performances, Prizes, Free Parking. Win one of four $300 Tuition Bursaries. 
 
Location:  Alberta College (10050 MacDonald Drive) 
Hours:  10:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Contact:  Alberta College 
Phone:  (780) 423-6200 
Web Site:  www.abcollege.ab.ca 

 

Alberta Craft Council Presents - One Family's Passion 
 
Start Date:  Wednesday, April 17, 2002 
End Date:  Wednesday, June 05, 2002 
Description:  For over a century, more than a dozen women of the 
McFall family have made hundreds of quilts - baby quilts, homestead quilts, 
friendship quilts, church bazaar quilts, dog quilts, pattern quilts, art quilts, 
and more. The Alberta Craft Council is proud to present the personal history 
of the families and the working history of the province with over 50 quilts 
representing five generations. 
 
Location:  Alberta Craft Council (10186-106 Street) 

http://www.peaceandhumanrights.org/
mailto:fosterlf@shaw.ca
http://www.abcollege.ab.ca/


Hours:  Monday - Saturday 10am - 5:30pm 
Cost:  Free Admission 
Contact:  Alberta Craft Council 
Phone:  (780) 488-6611 
Web Site:  www.albertacraft.ab.ca 

 

 
 

   

THE POWER WITHIN IGNITES THE SPIRIT 
 
Date:  Tuesday, May 28, 2002 
Description:  One full day of Inspiration, Motivation, and enlightenment 
that will touch your soul forever! Six international authors in one day that 
will change your life forever! Richard Carlson-"Don't Sweat The Small 
Stuff", Robin Sharma-"The Monk Who Sold His Ferrari", David 
Morehouse-"Psychic Warrior", Cynthia Kersey-"Unstoppable", Mark 
Victor Hansen-"Chicken Soup For The Soul", Loretta Laroche-"Life is Not 
A Stress Rehearsal" 
Category:       Presentation 
Location:       Shaw Conference Centre (9797 Jasper Ave.) 
Hours:       TBA 

Cost:       Early Registration $189 + GST Limited Quantities,                                      
                                General Registration $329 
Ticket Info:       Ask about corporate rates and VIP seating. Seating is very     
                               limited. 
1 800 Number:  1-886-994-2555 
Web Site:       www.powerwithin.com 

 
 
 
 

http://www.albertacraft.ab.ca/
http://www.powerwithin.com/


 

 

 
COMMENTARY AND FEEDBACK! 
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
 
Thanks to all of you who have been providing us with such great feedback on The 
Voice.  Please continue providing your opinions, comments and support; any 
submissions can be sent to tmoore@ausu.org 
 
Accepted letters to the editor have not been edited, nor do they necessarily reflect 
the opinions of The Voice staff, AUSU, or Athabasca University. 
 
Tammy Moore 
 
 
 
 
 

SCHOLARSHIP NEWS 

 
 

HRI INTERNSHIP PROGRAMS 
 
 
Are you interested in international affairs and human rights or social justice issues? 
Do you want to make a difference? 
Are you out-of-school, unemployed or underemployed? 
 
The HRI Internship Programs are recruiting 32 interns for placements with international 
human rights organizations. All placements will be overseas and will give you the 
opportunity to get to know how an international human rights NGO (non-governmental 
organization) works. Interns will be provided with a stipend to cover their travel, 

mailto:tmoore@ausu.org


insurance, and living expenses for the duration of the internship.  Applicants must be 
Canadian citizens or landed immigrants legally entitled to work in Canada. 
 
Interns must be available for 6-7 months (June/ July 2002 - January/February 2003) of 
which six months will be spent in a placement with an international human rights 
organization. 
 
If you are interested or would like more information, please visit the Internship Section at 
<www.hri.ca>, or contact the Internship Coordinator at (613) 789-7407, ext. 215 or by 
email at <interns@hri.ca>.  
 
The application deadline is May 10, 2002 but recruitment will continue until all the 
positions are filled. 
 

 
 

STUDENTS OFFERED $ 346,000 IN CASH AND AWARDS FOR SHARING 
VISIONS ON IMPROVED CANADA 

- Top Prize of $70,000 to be Awarded to National Winner - 
 
Toronto, On (March 4, 2002) — The As Prime Minister Awards announced today that it 
is again challenging students to present innovative ideas and solutions for charting the 
future course for Canada. The Magna for Canada Scholarship Fund will award more than 
$346,000 in cash prizes and internships with Magna International Inc., Canada’s largest 
supplier of automotive systems and components. 
 
This year the As Prime Minister Awards program calls upon full-time undergraduate or 
graduate students from colleges, universities, or CEGEPs across Canada to prepare an 
essay answering the question: 
 
"If you were the Prime Minister of Canada, what political vision would you offer to 
improve our living standards and ensure a secure and prosperous global community?" 
 
Now in its eighth year, the program has grown consistently in popularity year over year; 
over 800 students from across the country participated in the 2001 program. 
 
All entries are judged on the merit of innovative and workable solutions. 
From the entries, 10 finalists are chosen and invited to present their essays before a 
distinguished panel of judges. The overall national winner is selected based upon his/her 
ability to express new, solution-driven ideas. 
 
The deadline for essays is June 3, 2002.  Program details are available through 
www.asprimeminister.com or by calling 1-866-AS-THE-PM. 
 
All winning student essays are published in a special book entitled @stake “As Prime 
Minister, I Would…” . 
 



The Magna for Canada Scholarship Fund was established in 1995 by Magna International 
Inc, to empower students to express their solutions for building a better Canada. 
$1,000,000 has been placed in a charitable trust on behalf of the scholarship fund.  The 
program is also sponsored by The Fair Enterprise Institute, a non-partisan and non-profit 
organization founded to provoke dialogue and debate and propose innovative solutions to 
improve the living standards of Canadians. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
Global Village Backpackers Banff. 
 
Our hostel opened June 1, 2001 right in downtown Banff.  Formerly the Woodland 
Village Inn, we are a unique hostel as all our rooms have ensuite bathroom facilities.  We 
have a hot tub, sauna, internet access, kitchen facilities, pool table, tour desk, TV room, 
bike rentals, laundry facilities, lounge and a large outdoor courtyard patio.   
 
A majority of our rooms are spacious 4-8 bed dorms.  We also have, what we call, semi-
private rooms.  Each has a double bed in a loft above a 4 bed dorm.  You share the 
washroom facilities with the dorm. 
 
Room rates 
 
October 1, 2001 - April 14, 2001 
 
Dorm Beds            $25.00                         $22.00 
 
Semi-private            $55.00                         $51.00 
 
Weekly rate in a dorm room                $129.50 (non-refundable) 
 
 All prices include taxes and linen.  Discounts are available to travelers carrying YHA, 
ISIC, VIP or GO cards. 
 
2001/2002 Ski packages 
 
3 Nights/2 days - only $169 
3 Nights shared accommodation 
2 days ski passes (Lake Louise/Sunshine Village/Mount Norquay) 
Transport to/from ski hills 
Free pancake breakfast daily. 
 
 
6 Nights/5 days - only $369 
6 Nights shared accommodation 
5 days ski passes (Lake Louise/Sunshine Village/Mount Norquay) 
Transport to/from ski hills 
Free pancake breakfast daily. 
 



We require credit card details to guarantee reservations.   
We welcome group bookings.  Please call the hostel directly for details. 
 
Cheers 
 
The Staff at the Global Village Backpackers Banff 
 
449 Banff Avenue BOX 398 
 
Banff AB Canada T1L 1A5 
 
1-403-762-5521 Toll-free in North America 1-888-844-7875 fax 1-403-762-0385 
 
 

 
 
 

Are you an Artist?  AUSU supports the arts! 
 
AUSU is interested in purchasing original works of art from students for use in 
promotional purposes.  These promotions may include: gifts from AUSU to graduates at 
convocation, tokens of appreciation for volunteers, special presentations, etc.   
 
The works of art must: 
 
-be created by an AU Student 
-be within a value range $0-$500. 
-be accessible or easily transportable to Alberta 
 
If you are an artist of any kind who creates a product you feel we would be able to use for 
such a purpose, please contact djabbour@ausu.org.  Supply a brief description of the art 
object, a picture if you have it, and its market value.     

 
  

 
 

 

WRITE FOR THE VOICE!  

Contact Tammy Moore at tmoore@ausu.org for details on writing for The Voice, 
providing a sample selection of writing and preferred genre. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tmoore@ausu.org

