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Trying to Understand War Pam Pelmous 
 
There are two friends that I have, both of whom I admire and respect, who are entirely different in terms of 
socio-political outlook.  One of these friends is an adamant peace-insisting individual who organizes national 
rallies in opposition to war.  The other friend recently returned from an eight-month deployment in 
Kandahar, has worked in the particularly violent province of Zabul, and lives out his belief that freedom 
needs to be protected from terrorists.  Both these friends of mine are educated, traveled, intelligent and 
fearless, and so their differing views evoke many heated, though thought-provoking, debates. 
 
Not being a political aficionado by any means, I've often found myself confused about my own stance on 
war.  There was a time that I believed that the U.S. was getting what it deserved for meddling so 
extensively in other countries' business.  But I began questioning this belief when more and more people I 
knew began joining the military, fully prepared to risk their lives to protect me and my way of life.  I also 
questioned if war protesters were as willing to die horrible deaths for their beliefs. 
 
I'm not saying that war protesters don't believe deeply in what they preach, and perhaps there are a few 
who would die for their beliefs.  Generally, I find that war supporters are the bigger risk-takers, and my own 
fears for my friends overseas made me rethink my opinions.  Further, a recent trip to Europe in which I 
visited various WWII sites, including Auschwitz and the underground Nazi factories, decidedly made me an 
even more ardent peace lover, with the realization that sometimes peace must be fought for. 
 
Conversely, I can understand anti-war protests, since hatred often generates hatred, merely perpetuating 
the very thing we're trying to get past –- conflict.  The logic is if people were better educated and able to 
talk out their differences, then the world would be a far better place.  The problem I find with this logic, 
however, is that it's an ideal and impossible to attain.  Even if we were able to get everyone in the same 
classroom (although the desirability of that is moot in itself) everyone would understand the same message 
differently, whether it is because they are from a different social class, religious background, ethnic 
background, or so on.  And if we can't agree on the same thing in a classroom, we can hardly expect 
everyone to get along outside the classroom.   
 
From my understanding, the basis of anti-war protests is the belief that at their core, people are good, 
moral, and desire peace.  So, of course, war protesters, such as my one friend, can't agree with people like 
my other friend, who has skirted death on many occasions as his regiment was blasted by rockets.  You can 
imagine the two extremes of opinion that these two friends present and create enough friction to produce a 
rather consuming fire.  Even today, these two friends refuse to be in the same room together, because they 
can't agree to disagree.  They care too much about their beliefs. 
 
Such relatively petty conflict makes large-scale war understandable.  Inherently, people are different, and 
the more they hold on to their beliefs, the more they will grate against people of different beliefs.  Whether 
war is the solution to these disagreements is a whole other story.   
 
One thing I know for sure is that on a small scale, people enjoy their freedoms.  I'm not only talking about 
the basic freedoms such as freedom of speech.  I'm talking about the daily freedoms, such as the three, 
four, or five o'clock home time from school or work; Fridays as the start of a weekend; and golf as a break 
from daily hassles.  People enjoy their periods of de-stressing no matter what form it comes in.  It follows 
then that freedoms on larger scales matter too.  One of the golden points of Islam is that it's supposed to be 
a "freely chosen" religion; one of the golden points of America is the freedom to choose your lifestyle.  If 
only we could learn to stop meddling in other people's affairs, everyone would be happy.   
 
And the debate continues. 

 



 

ATURE  OTES:                                                By Zoe Dalton 
from the backyard to the biosphere 

The Unlikely Allies: Cacti in the Human Sphere 
 

Sometimes it isn't the prettiest plant that most inspires admiration, but rather the most 
tenacious.  It is the survivor that, despite all odds, manages to thrive in even the toughest 
of conditions.  True to this description, the spiny, lumpy, bumpy, often-portly cacti may 
not typically be considered the most attractive of plants, but are deserving of our 
admiration for being some of the hardiest floral specimens out there. 
 
These remarkable plants must contend with a host of conditions intolerable to most other 
flora, including extended periods of drought, intense sunlight, drying winds, dramatic 
temperature fluctuations, and poor soil.  And while the cacti have had to evolve a 
multitude of specialized features to deal with the unfavourable growing conditions typical 
of their home environments, they have still managed to be of great value to human 
cultures for millennia.   
 
Native almost exclusively to the Americas, cacti (members of the Cactaceae family) are 
found in such diverse locations as British Columbia, Arizona, Patagonia and southwestern 
Ontario; wherever they occur, they have proved invaluable as sources of food, building 
materials, medicines, and a host of other resources.  Evolved from woody jungle plants, 
cacti exist today in a great diversity of morphological forms: from the forty-foot Saguaro 
(Carnegiea gigantea) of the Sonoran desert to southwestern Ontario's low and spreading 
Eastern Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia humifusa) to the tropical Pereskia genus of leafy 
trees, shrubs and vines, cacti and the uses to which they have been put by humans are as 
varied as the environments in which these plants are found.   
 
Of the 2,000 or so cactus species classified, the most ethnobotanically relevant may be 
those members of the Opuntia genus.  Opuntia species are found throughout the 
Americas; three even exist in Canada.  Known broadly as the prickly pear cactus or cholla, 
Opuntia cacti have provided people across a whole hemisphere with essential resources 
for centuries.   
 
Like most cacti, Opuntia species have well-developed mechanisms for absorbing and 
retaining water when it becomes available, and for minimizing its loss once stored.  Thus 
in the arid regions in which it is found, its most basic service to humans (and other thirsty 
fauna) has been its provision of that most precious commodity of all -- water.  Its fresh 
cladodes, or 'pads,' can (once carefully 'de-spined' using, for example, bunches of grass) be 
pounded to release a sweet juice, providing the thirsty traveler or desert dweller with a 
much-needed reprieve.  The fact that the cladodes' moisture content can be as high as 
90% makes them significant sources of water in an otherwise dry environment.   
 
Survival in the arid ecosystems in which most cacti are found requires adaptations aimed 
at dealing with two factors fundamental to plant life -– heat and moisture.  The succulent 
stem has become the be-all and end-all in the cactus world.  Made of tissues specially 
modified for water storage, this organ serves the cactus through dry periods, efficiently 
swelling with water when this resource becomes available, and storing it for periods when 
external moisture is in short supply.  Roots positioned close to the soil surface assist this 
process by ensuring that even minimal rainfall is captured and sent up to the water-
storage tissues for later use.   
 
The green cactus stem has also taken over from the leaves as the primary location for 
photosynthesis.  Leaves on most cacti have been modified over evolutionary time, now 
existing as spines which serve the plant by deterring herbivory, deflecting incoming solar 
radiation, and (in combination with the downy hairs found on the stem) trapping a layer of 
air close to the epidermal surface to regulate temperature and decrease moisture loss via 
air movement.  Unfortunately for the water-conservationist cacti, the most basic of all 
metabolic processes -- photosynthesis -- includes the process of transpiration: the release 
of water vapour from the plant's tissues into the atmosphere.  Given cacti's need to 

 



 

minimize moisture loss wherever possible, the plants' stomata (those tiny epidermal pores which allow for gas 
exchange during photosynthesis) have developed the trick of opening at night rather than during the day as most plants 
do.  The cooler nighttime air has much less of a drying effect than the hot daytime air.   
 
But cacti are much more than mere watering holes.  Their fruits, often conspicuous and brightly coloured, have been 
prized for both their flavour and their nutritional value by people throughout the Americas for thousands of years.  The 
fruits of Opuntia species are said to vary in flavour from that of strawberries to watermelons to figs.  First peoples of 
Mexico and the southwestern United States made full use of the fruit of various cactus species by eating the rind, pulp, 
and seeds.  Seeds were often dried in the sun and ground for later use as a nutritious gruel.  Given cacti's often-
significant spines, gathering the fruit presents some real challenges; in the past, long forked sticks were often used to 
allow the gatherer to collect the fruit without danger of being impaled.   
 
The use of cacti for medicinal purposes appears less significant than the importance of these plants to the human diet.  
However, several cactus species are, or have been, considered useful in treating a variety of physical disorders.  For 
example, the Hopi chewed the cholla's root as a treatment for diarrhea, the Blackfoot used Opuntia fuzz to treat 
warts, and some 19th Century doctors treated wounds with baked Opuntia cladodes.  Today, cacti such as Selenicereus 
grandiflorus (night-blooming cereus) are being processed for use in homeopathic remedies to treat ailments ranging 
from urinary tract infections to heart disease.  Tribes such as the Navajo have always had great respect for the Prickly 
Pear Cactus, with culturally embedded taboos and prohibitions regarding the plant's use, as well as special ceremonies 
related to its harvest. 
 
Opuntia has been of great significance to the history of peoples of the Americas.  These plants have been domesticated 
and grown in family-controlled plots since 3000 BC.  Opuntia's importance in Mexico and the southern US remains 
significant.  Today, over 250,000 hectares (ha) of plantations can be found in Mexico alone.  Over $50 million in 
revenue are gained each year as a result of Opuntia cultivation; tens of millions of dollars in Opuntia products are 
exported to Europe and Asia annually.  Aside from human consumption of the cladodes as a fresh vegetable, and the 
pulp and seeds of the cacti as an important fruit, the scale of cultivation today, and the plants' economic importance, 
is enhanced by the fact that Opuntia is an excellent fodder for livestock.  In Brazil, over 300,000 ha of Opuntia are 
cultivated for fodder alone.   
 
In addition to their nutritional importance to both humans and livestock, cacti have provided raw materials for a 
variety of technological applications.  The woody skeleton of Opuntia spinosior (cane cholla) has proved very useful as 
the basis of house and fence construction, as well as furniture making, cuttings from Pereskia species root so easily 
that the plant has been used to create impenetrable living fences, and the mucilaginous properties of boiled cactus 
pulp has led to its use as an adhesive (e.g. in ensuring that whitewash adheres to walls).  Nopalea cochenillifera (nopal 
cactus) was highly valued for centuries because the insect for which it is the host (the cochineal insect, Dactylopius 
coccus) could be processed to produce a much sought-after red dye. 
 
However, while cacti have proved invaluable in so many applications throughout the Americas, their presence has been 
less welcomed in other parts of the world.  Like many introduced organisms, various Opuntia species have become 
serious pests in far-flung locations such as Australia and parts of Africa.  Roaming livestock and wildlife consume the 
cactus fruits and spread the seeds across broad areas.  The result in many locations has been cactus infestations across 
millions of hectares of land.  Australia has been fortunate in that its experimental introduction of the cactus moth 
Cactoblastis cactorum (a natural Opuntia predator in South America whose larvae dine on the cactus) has managed to 
bring the Opuntia infestation down to manageable levels, and all this without leading to an infestation of the moth 
species.   
 
The situation regarding cacti closer to home is quite different.  The native Opuntia of the southwestern US and Mexico 
are now being threatened by the northward movement of Cactoblastis cactorum, and there is concern that populations 
of these plants, of such great cultural and economic importance, could be decimated by the insect's arrival.  Insects 
aren't the only threat to cacti's survival.  Southern Ontario's eastern prickly pear cactus is listed as a species at risk due 
to invasion of its habitat by woody plants, and as a result of direct human disturbance in its limited range (e.g., 
trampling and collection from the wild).   
 
Thus the story of the cactus is a familiar one for North American botanists, bringing together the significance of plants 
in human culture and history, the potential invasive nature of species introduced to exotic locations, and the threats 
that natural and anthropogenic changes can pose to wild populations.   
 

 



 

Farewell to the Crocodile Hunter 
Mandy Gardner 

 
I awoke this morning as usual to the news and was shocked to 
hear about the tragedy a few hours earlier in Australia.  Steve 
Irwin was dead.  The friendly and excitable conservationist, 
known best for his television series The Crocodile Hunter was 
killed by a stingray while filming a nature documentary in 
Queensland.  What a loss to the world.  It is heart wrenching to 
lose such a lively and illustrious member of the planet.  I think 
Steve Irwin will be sorely missed. 
 
Granted, we all guessed this was his fate.  He was to be struck 
down by those very creatures he loved so much and tried his 
best to protect.  A lesser man would wish the stingray assassin 
dead, but surely not Steve.  Steve would chuckle, click his 
tongue and say, "Boy! That one sure doesn’t like me, does she!  
Sassy little Sheila."  This small truth is hardly comforting so s
after the early morning tragedy.  Spectres of a grey, lifeles
icon still swarming through the minds of many whose lives wer
touched by the Croc Hunter.  I think of him right now and all I 
can see is life draining away under the frenzied hands that 

performed CPR for thirty minutes on a boat speeding, inconsequentially, towards the medical team on land. 
I think of him and I see his devastated wife, fatherless children and all those frightened, thankless animals
he rescued.  I see all the sick and endangered wildlife throughout the world that will never know his helping 
hand.  I’m angry that such a perfect specimen of the human race can be brought down so quickly, with so 
little thought.  It isn’t fair.  The world needed him. 

oon 
s 
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Steve faced the daily threats to his life with a smile and thumbs up.  I even remember him saying once that 
when he died from some deadly bite or entanglement, that all of us would say it served him right.  Well, I’m 
sure that’s true.  But despite the dangers that nature posed, Steve was an animal enthusiast and would 
never let a set of sharp teeth or sack of deadly poison get in the way of a little bit of fun.  We all watched 
him chasing after enormous crocodiles, poking at poisonous spiders, and standing frozen in place while a 
small snake hung, jaws clenched, to the groin of his khaki shorts, "You’re alright, mate, you’re alright!"   
 
Steve’s best friend issued a statement earlier today, and claimed the conservationist died doing what he 
loved.  I’m sure that after the raw mourning ends, that fact will come back to comfort his family, but not 
soon. 
 
Media statement issued on September 4, 2006 
 

Steve Irwin 
 

At 11 a.m. today, the 4th of September 2006, Steve Irwin was fatally wounded by a stingray 
barb to his heart whilst filming a sequence on Batt Reef off Port Douglas for his daughter’s 
new TV series.  Emergency services were called from Cairns Rescue Base and met Croc One, 
Steve’s rescue vessel at Low Isle on the Great Barrier Reef.  The Croc One crew performed 
constant CPR during the thirty minute dash to Low Isle, but the medical staff pronounced 
Steve dead at approx. 12 noon.  His producer and closest friend, John Stainton said on Croc 
One today, “The world has lost a great wildlife icon, a passionate conservationist and one of 
the proudest Dads on the planet. He died doing what he loves best and left this world in a 
happy and peaceful state of mind. Crocs Rule!”  

 
Source: www.crocodilehunter.com  
 

 

http://www.crocodilehunter.com/


 

SCHOLARSHIPS & AWARDS 
Contributed by Zil-E-Huma Lodhi 
 
CRA OUTSTANDING UNDERGRADUATE AWARD PROGRAM 
Value:    $1,000 (2) 
Application Deadline:   October 15 
 
Description:   Undergraduate students attending university or college in Canada or the United States.  Majoring in 
computer science, computer engineering, or an equivalent program.  Shows outstanding research potential in an area 
of computing research.  Academic record and community service will be considered.  Nomination by the department 
chair or faculty member is required.  
 
Contact Information:  Computing Research Association (CRA) 
Web Site:  www.cra.org/highlights/student.html
 
 
JEANS FOR GENES DAY SCHOLARSHIP  
Administrator: Canadian Gene Cure Foundation  
Award Amount: $2,000.00  
Award Deadline: Friday, October 20, 2006  
 
Notes:   Students fundraise money for Jeans for Genes Day to benefit the Canadian Gene Cure Foundation and Canadian 
genetic research.  Those who raise $1000 or more, are eligible to win a $2000 scholarship.   
 
Phone: 604-224-1010 Ext 105   Fax: 604-221-0778  
Web Site: http://www.jeansforgenes.ca  E-mail: gmanamohan@jeansforgenes.ca
  
 
MASTER'S AND DOCTORATE DEGREE BURSARIES  
Girardin-Vaillancourt Program 
Application period: December 15 to March 1 of each year. 
 
This program fosters one of the fundamental objectives of the Fondation Desjardins, which is to encourage Quebecers 
to pursue graduate studies. 
 
Eligibility and renewal:  To be eligible, applicants must reside in Quebec and be Canadian citizens or have permanent 
resident status.  Once the selected applicant accepts the bursary, he or she must prove full-time enrolment in a 
university program at the master's or doctoral level.  Bursaries are renewable once per level by submitting a new 
application. 
 
Web: http://www.desjardins.com/en/a_propos/profil/engagement/bourses/maitrise_doctorat.jsp
 
 
ASSOCIATED CANADIAN TRAVELLERS AWARD  
Administrator: Malaspina University-College  
Award Amount: $1,000.00  
Award Deadline: Monday, April 30, 2007  
 
Notes:  Based on academic excellence and financial need to students continuing post-secondary education at Malaspina 
or another post-secondary institution.  See web site for more information.   
 
Phone: (250) 740-6423  Fax: (250) 740-6464  
Web Site: http://www.mala.bc.ca  E-mail: scholar@mala.bc.ca
 
  
HEALTH CARE PRACTICUM PLACEMENT GRANTS  
   
Administrator: Northern Alberta Development Council, The  
Award Amount: $1,000.00  
Region of Residence: Alberta   
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Notes:  Northern Alberta Health Regions provide funds to assist practicum students with the cost of housing and travel.  
Regions choose students based on local needs.   
 
Phone: (780) 624-6274   Fax: (780) 624-6184  
Web Site: http://www3.gov.ab.ca/nadc   E-mail: nadc.bursary@gov.ab.ca
Application Address: http://www3.gov.ab.ca/nadc
 
 
BRENDA STRATHERN  
Administrator: Calgary Foundation 
Award Amount: $5,000.00  
Award Deadline: Thursday, March 15, 2007  
   
Notes:  Applicant must be a resident of Calgary, be at least 40 years old and working on the completion and publication 
of his/her first book of fiction.  Contact for details.   
 
Phone: (403) 802-7711   Fax: (403) 802-7701  
 
Web Site: http://www.thecalgaryfoundation.org/pdf/kinsmen_club_criteria.pdf
E-mail: studentawards@thecalgaryfoundation.org
Application Address: http://www.thecalgaryfoundation.org/pdf/kinsmen_club_app.pdf
 
 
FOUNDATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF ABORIGINAL YOUTH PROGRAM (FAAY) 
Value:    $750 - $2,500  
Number of Awards: 103 
Application Deadline:   October 13, 2006 
 
Description:   For Canadian citizens who are Status, Non-Status, Métis, or Inuit Aboriginals High school students ages 
13-18 or post-secondary students planning to enroll or currently enrolled in full-time studies at an accredited Canadian 
college, university, or technical institute.   Must submit 2 pages on goals, qualifications, and contributions.  Selection 
based on volunteer contributions, academic performance, career goals, leadership, and role model qualities. 
 
Instructions:  Letters of recommendation and support, photograph and transcripts are required.  For further 
information, please visit the website posted below. 
 
Contact Information:   Canadian Council for Aboriginal Business (CCAB) / Conseil canadien pour le commerce 
autochtone (CCAB) 
 
Web Application: http://www.ccab.com/PDF/2006-2007-FAAY-EN.pdf
 
 
WHAT IS THE BILL 7 AWARD?  
Administered by Supporting Our Youth and governed by a board of Trustees, the Bill 7 Award was established in 1988 to 
provide financial support to lesbian and gay students in post-secondary education in Ontario.  
 
To qualify for the Bill 7 Award, applicants must:  
- identify as part of the queer community (gay, lesbian, etc.);  
- be enrolled in or accepted by an Ontario post-secondary institution (including colleges, trade apprenticeships, 
massage therapy schools, universities and any other program that leads to a certificate or degree);  
- in financial need; an Ontario resident.  
 
The size and number of the Award varies each year; for example, in 2004, 3 awards were presented for $1000 each. 
Completed application forms may be mailed to SOY, or emailed to info@bill7award.ca
DEADLINE: AUGUST 15th.  - Web address: http://www.soytoronto.org/bill7.html#award
 
 
COPNICK/HILLIARD SCHOLARSHIP  
Would a $500 scholarship help you reach your post-secondary education goals? If so, read on...  CPA administers the 
Copnick/Hilliard Scholarship--a $500.00 award provided annually to a post-secondary Canadian student with a severe 
mobility impairment. The scholarship is provided from a Trust Fund contributed by the families of the late Morton 
Copnick and the late Craig Hilliard.   Deadline: August 31st of each calendar year.  
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In addition to being a resident of Canada with a permanent severe mobility impairment such as spinal cord injury, 
recipients must demonstrate outstanding initiative and scholastic achievement.  Applicants are responsible for ensuring 
that all necessary documentation, such as letters of reference and transcripts of the last two years of study, are 
received by the selection committee prior to the August 31st deadline. Applicants are encouraged to submit up to 
three letters of reference. These letters should address the applicant’s outstanding initiative, scholastic achievement 
and potential contributions to persons with a severe mobility impairment.  Evidence of the applicant’s disability status 
must be verified by a physician or other qualified health care professional (i.e., physician, rehabilitation counsellor, 
nurse, etc.) and submitted with the application.  Once you've completed the form, please mail to: 
Copnick/Hilliard Scholarship Fund Selection Committee, C/O Jennifer Arkell 
Canadian Paraplegic Association, 1101 Prince of Wales Drive, Suite 230, Ottawa, Ontario K2C 3W7  
Web Link: http://canparaplegic.org/national/level2.tpl?var1=story&var2=20020508131518
 
 
 
 
SCOTIABANK PERSONAL LINE OF CREDIT FOR STUDENTS – BURSARIES 
Value:  Twenty-four (24) bursaries worth $1,000 CDN each  
Application Deadline:  December 31 
 
Description:  Scotiabank is pleased to offer up to $24,000 in cash bursaries through the Scotiabank ScotiaLine® Personal 
Line of Credit for Students – Bursaries program. This scholarship contest recognizes that the cost of education in 
Canada continues to rise, and that Canadian students may require alternate sources of funding. Students should use the 
scholarship money towards the pursuit of post-secondary educational goals, be it for tuition, books, study abroad, 
research studies or other.  This award is open to most Canadian Residents who have applied and been approved for a 
Scotiabank ScotiaLine® personal line of credit for students. The winner will be notified by phone and/or email.  
 
The bursary consists of a credit of ONE of the following:  
1. A One Thousand Canadian dollar ($1,000.00 CDN) credit to a ScotiaLine® personal line of credit for students.  
2. If a winner does not have a ScotiaLine® personal line of credit for students, they will receive a one-time prize of 
One-Thousand Canadian dollars ($1,000.00 CDN).  
 
Web address:  http://www.fundyourfuture.ca/default.aspx?sid=1&pid=13&srcid=site&sa_token={1AA53A82-988A-44A3-
869C-6CF04E603009}
 
 
JOHN F. HAMILTON SCHOLARSHIP  
Administrator: Insurance Brokers Association of B.C.  
Award Amount: $2,500.00; Award Deadline: September 01, 2006  
Notes:  Awarded to applicants in second-year of university. Applicants must be related to an individual employed in the 
insurance industry. Contact for more information.  
Web Site: http://www.ibabc.org - E-mail: tlancelyn@ibabc.org
Application Address: http://www.ibabc.org/pdf_files/hamilton_scholarship.pdf
   
 
PRAIRIE BASEBALL ACADEMY SCHOLARSHIPS 
Sponsored by: Co-sponsored by Alberta Scholarship Programs and the Prairie Baseball Academy.  
Value: $1,000  
 
Eligibility: Applicants must be Alberta residents and enrolled full-time at a post-secondary institution in Alberta. 
Applicants must be a participant in the Prairie Baseball Academy and must have achieved a minimum average of 75% in 
their previous semester.   Application: Application forms are available from Alberta Scholarship Programs, and from the 
Prairie Baseball Academy.  
Deadline: October 15  - Phone: (780) 427-8640 - Email: scholarships@gov.ab.ca
 
 
JIMMIE CONDON ATHLETIC SCHOLARSHIPS 
Sponsored by: Funds for these awards are sponsored by Alberta Lottery Fund and administered by Alberta Scholarship 
Programs. The scholarship was established in honour of Jimmie Condon.  
Value: $1,800  
 

 

http://canparaplegic.org/national/level2.tpl?var1=story&var2=20020508131518
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Eligibility: Applicants must be Alberta residents and be enrolled full-time in an undergraduate, professional or graduate 
program at a university, college or technical institute in Alberta. Students in upgrading programs may qualify after 
completing one semester of upgrading. A nominee must be a member of a designated sports team or a member of 
Provincial Disabled Athletic Team recognized by the Alberta Athlete Development Program.  
 
Selection: Students must be maintaining a practice or training program acceptable to their coach. Applicants must 
have maintained a minimum average of 65% in their previous semester. Students entering the first semester of post-
secondary study do not have to meet this requirement.  
 
Application: Individual coaches nominate students.  
Deadline: November 1  
Disbursement: Two disbursements of $900 each. The first one in December and the second one in March.  
Audience: Athletic Students, Graduate Students, Post-Secondary  
Web site: http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/scholarships/info.asp?EK=30
 
 
FELLOWSHIPS FOR FULL-TIME STUDIES IN FRENCH 
Sponsored by: This program is funded by the federal department of Canadian Heritage and administered by Alberta 
Scholarship Programs.  
Purpose: To assist Albertans in pursuing post-secondary studies taught in French.  
Value: $500 per semester  
 
Eligibility: Applicants must be Alberta residents, Canadian Citizens or Landed Immigrants, and plan to register full-time 
in a post-secondary program of at least one semester in length. In addition, applicants must be enrolled in a minimum 
of three courses per semester which have French as the language of instruction. Application forms are also available 
from Alberta Scholarship Programs, and from the Student Awards Office at Alberta post-secondary institutions that 
offer programs taught in French. 
 
Deadline: November 15  
Web site: http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/pdf/scholarships/StudiesFrench.pdf
 
 
NORTHERN STUDENT SUPPLEMENT 
Sponsored by: Northern Alberta Development Council  
 
Value: $500 to $1,500 depending on financial need. If you receive the Northern Student Supplement, your student loan 
will be reduced by an equivalent amount.  
Eligibility: You may receive the Northern Student Supplement if you:  are a northern Alberta resident; have high 
financial need; are in your first or second year of post-secondary training; attend an institution participating in the 
Alberta Opportunities Bursary (AOB) program.  
 
Selection: Depends on financial need.  
Students must complete a Northern Student Supplement application form. 
Deadline: None  
Web site: http://www3.gov.ab.ca/nadc/Bursary/application_forms/NSS%20App.pdf
 
 

 

 

http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/scholarships/info.asp?EK=30
http://www.alis.gov.ab.ca/pdf/scholarships/StudiesFrench.pdf
http://www3.gov.ab.ca/nadc/Bursary/application_forms/NSS%20App.pdf


 

Contributed by Lonita Fraser 
 
 
NATIONAL CONSUMER-DRIVEN HEALTHCARE SUMMIT 
Begins September 13, 2006 - Ends September 15, 2006 
Washington, DC, USA - http://www.consumerdrivensummit.com
 
The Consumer Driven Summit provides the leading forum on the impact and implication of Consumer Choice for 
providers, pharmaceutical companies, health plans, employers and other professionals involved with consumer driven 
care. Presentations during the summit will provide the most current market information and solutions regarding: 
benchmarking data; decision support tools; price transparency; provider contracting issues; product offerings; legal, 
technical and operational issues and challenges; account integration and administration; communication strategies, 
marketplace trends; prescription benefit strategies and issues; consumer driven quality initiatives; open enrollment 
challenges; regulatory and public policy issues; marketplace trends, estimates and projections; and much more. 
 
 
6TH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON PRIORITIES IN HEALTH CARE 
Begins September 20, 2006 - Ends September 22, 2006 
Toronto, Ontario - http://www.healthcarepriorities.org
 
Streams: 
•Methods, Approaches and Knowledge Transfer in Real World Priority Setting 
•Priority Setting for New Technologies 
•Priority Setting in mixed Public and Private Systems 
•Values in Priority Setting 
•Priority Setting and the Interaction between the Micro-Meso levels 
 
It is our distinct pleasure to invite you to the 6th International Conference on Priorities in Health Care. No matter what 
your background you will find that Toronto '06 will be an exhilarating and stimulating opportunity to share experiences 
and cutting-edge innovations and network with a community of world leaders from over 80 countries who are shaping 
priority setting practices locally and globally. 
 
The theme of this year's conference is Real World Priority Setting - Shaping priority setting around real life innovative 
practices. This conference is a vital element in the development of modern health systems. Priority setting directly 
determines the sustainability and quality of health systems, locally, nationally and globally. Moreover, priority setting 
decisions create and support either equity or inequity, justice or injustice. This is a crucial 'moment in time' to build on 
past learning and forge innovative improvements in real world priority setting contexts -- for the good of all the world's 
people. 
 
 
16TH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS ON CARE OF THE TERMINALLY ILL 
Begins September 26, 2006 - Ends September 29, 2006 
Montreal, Quebec - http://www.pal2006.com
 
The 16th International Congress on Care of the Terminally Ill, taking place in Montreal, Canada, in September of 2006, 
will give healthcare professionals, therapists, volunteers, and all those involved in care for the dying the opportunity to 
renew themselves as providers of care and obtain the inspiration that will help shape the palliative care of the future. 
 
The Concept of War: Political Science, Philosophy, Law 
Begins September 7, 2006 - Ends September 10, 2006 
Vancouver, BC - http://plaza.kwantlen.ca/sites/transborder.nsf/pages/public-outreach-conferences
 
Has our understanding of the phenomenon of war changed of recent? Should we attempt to explore new ways of 
conceptualizing, theorizing, and synthesizing? Evidently, certain discontinuities mark the era that has followed the end 
of the Cold War.  The main objective of this conference is not just to chronicle the situation and bring out new streams 
of reflection within the three disciplines of political science, philosophy, and law. More importantly, the ultimate goal 
is to compare the disciplinary perspectives, and, to the extent possible, "crossbreed" them. Faced with the 
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considerable impending challenges of the phenomenon of war, disciplinary compartmentalization proves, indeed, 
unproductive. 
 
 
DRUG SAFETY SURVEILLANCE AND EPIDEMIOLOGY 
Begins September 18, 2006 - Ends September 20, 2006 
Arlington, VA, USA - http://www.diahome.org/product/10304/06449.pdf
 
This course is designed to provide a comprehensive overview of domestic and international safety surveillance, 
including the role of epidemiology, from both industry and FDA perspectives. This overview of safety surveillance and 
epidemiology issues is not a "how to" course in completing adverse event forms for regulatory reporting. 
 
Key Topics:  The role of epidemiology in safety surveillance; Domestic and international safety surveillance; Regulatory 
and industry perspectives on safety surveillance and epidemiology. 
 
 
THE LEADERSHIP EXPERIENCE 
Begins September 25, 2006 - Ends September 28, 2006 
Boston, MA, USA - http://www.diahome.org/product/9277/06404.pdf
The Leadership Experience is a 3 1/2-day session in which participants, working in a group, assume senior management 
roles. They analyze information, make decisions, and deal with the consequences of their decisions. There is special 
emphasis on the skills required to establish cooperation, diagnose and correct dysfunctional groups, and combine the 
skills of multiple people to accomplish what cannot be done alone. 
 
 
INTRODUCTION TO GOOD CLINICAL PRACTICES AND AUDITING 
Begins September 25, 2006 - Ends September 27, 2006 
Philadelphia, PA, USA - http://www.diahome.org/product/9328/06418.pdf
 
This introductory GCP auditing course is designed to provide a working understanding of Good Clinical Practices (GCP) 
regulations and the GCP quality assurance audit process. The course presents a unique perspective on GCP and the 
audit process allowing the attendee to understand and integrate the role of monitoring and oversight of clinical trials 
with the audit process. 
 
Key Topics:  Good Clinical Practices (GCP); Role of GCP in clinical research; Regulatory requirements specific to GCP; 
Data requirements specific to GCP; GCP audits/inspections; The quality assurance audit process as a method of 
ensuring data quality. 
 
 
Know of a conference that is not on this list?  Contact voice@ausu.org with the details and we'll list it in 
Conference Connections. 
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Classifieds are free for AU students!  Contact voice@ausu.org for more information.   
 
 

 
 
 
 

Victoria Composite High School (Edmonton) - Graduating Class of 1976  
30 Year Reunion to be held October 14, 2006  

See the website for details: http://vic76reunion.cometsplayground.com/  
Or contact: Vic76Reunion@hotmail.com
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