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EDITORIAL Sandra Livingston

Heroes

Hero. The word gets used a lot. There are sports heroes and action
heroes, hero sandwiches and superheroes. And now, apparently, there
are UFC heroes—but a recent commercial for them only highlighted
how far removed they are from what a real hero is.

The UFC is the Ultimate Fighting Championship, an entity that,
according to their website, is “the world’s leading mixed martial arts
sports association.”* Mixed martial arts is a combat sport in which
competitors use a variety of fighting techniques: wrestling, jiu-jitsu, karate, kickboxing, judo, and boxing
(among others) in supervised matches. On their website, even actor Jason Statham refers to the UFC
fighters as “heroes,” and commercials for upcoming matches encourage viewers to watch their heroes at
work.

Like ancient Roman wrestlers, modern-day boxers, and all manner of athletes between, the UFC fighters are
admired for their physical feats. There’s no doubt that they are dedicated athletes who train hard to excel
at their sport. But heroes? Not even close.

It’s true that heroes, like athletes, are noted for their bravery, their courage, their willingness to risk
injury—even death—in contests of strength. But that’s where the similarity ends. Because real heroes don’t
put themselves at risk for money or glory: real heroes are the people who put their lives on the line for
someone else.

People like those who, in June, received Decorations for Bravery in a ceremony at Rideau Hall.

People like 23-year-old Rachel Davis, who was awarded a posthumous Medal of Bravery after she lost her life
defending a teenage boy against a gang assault outside a nightclub in Vancouver, B.C.

People like Rocky Hanson and Bradley Patrick Roy Smith, both of Edmonton, who, while visiting relatives in
a seniors’ residence, were alerted to a fire and ran back inside the burning, smoke-filled building to
evacuate several residents before firefighters arrived.

People like 17-year-old Osman Hersi of Toronto, who rescued a blind man who fell onto the tracks at a busy
subway station. On his way to school, the teenager saw the man fall off the edge of the platform and onto
the tracks. Putting his own safety aside, Mr. Hersi jumped onto the subway tracks and helped the victim
onto the platform just moments before a train sped into the station.

And people like Charles Francois Pelletier, of Victoria, B.C. In 2004, Mr. Pelletier was volunteering with the
United Nations in Bukavu, Congo. When a gun battle broke out between rebels and the Congolese army, Mr.
Pelletier helped evacuate 42 civilians from the Orchid Hotel. He guided the group to a safer position within
the hotel, protecting them from gunfire and mortar rounds, and then acted as a human shield as he helped
the fleeing occupants across an open yard to the safety of armoured personnel carriers.

These are the real heroes; they and the 31 others who received Medals of Bravery (and one Star of Courage)
on June 15. For them, there are no multi-million dollar endorsement deals; no TV commercials. But they
still stand head and shoulders above the so-called sports heroes and action stars. Miles above.

1 Ultimate Fighting Championship. “The New UFC Factsheet.” Retrieved August 30, 2007, from
http://www.ufc.com/index.cfm?fa=LearnUFC.FactSheet




Virgo
August 23 - September 22

The glyph for Virgo comprises three straight lines with a
horizontal line across. The three vertical lines are said to
indicate action, harmony, and inertia.

Virgo is the sixth sign of the zodiac, occurring at the end
of summer and the beginning of fall. It is the sign of the
hard-working perfectionist. They are anxious to improve
everything around them.

The planet Mercury rules Virgo and Gemini, causing nervous energy and constant
activity. Virgos are busy organizing their surroundings. At times they become so
absorbed in the minute details of a situation that they lose sight of the bigger
picture.

Virgos are a negative sign, which causes them to draw inward, keeping their feelings
well protected and hidden from others. They are sensitive, perceptive, and caring.
Virgo, a feminine earth sign, is forever searching for the deeper meaning in
situations.

Virgos are concerned with the health and well-being of others. They are planners
who know exactly what their day will be like when they arise in the morning. Virgos’
polarity is Pisces, from whom they can learn to relax and go with the flow.

When Virgos become angry they don’t explode; rather, their anger smoulders and
bubbles under their calm exterior. They carry lists, demonstrating their obsession to
finish whatever they start. Virgos are good conversationalists, but have a tendency
to put their foot in their mouth from time to time. They love to travel, but prefer
that someone else make the arrangements.

Virgos are uncomfortable with their emotions and attempt to keep them under
control. Those close to them realize that underneath that cool exterior is a seething
mass of sexually charged energy. Virgos are both attracted to and upset by open
displays of emotion. They love pets. If you are looking for a good topic to break the
ice with a newly acquainted Virgo, talk about your pet dog or cat. Virgos admire
intelligence, so be sure to read up on current events.

Virgos are the worriers of the zodiac, always preparing for what might go wrong.
They have delicate nervous systems, and worrying causes them anxiety and
emotional upset, resulting in physical ailments. Virgos often have well-proportioned
bodies and are of average height. They generally have fair complexions, well-defined
facial features, and musical voices. Virgos are consumed with their hair, spending an
inordinate amount of time finding that perfect hairstyle.

Virgos’ analytical minds prepare them for many professions, such as writer, art
critic, scientific researcher, accountant, and contractor. Virgos are hard workers
who become valuable employees. They strive for success, but have a slow,
methodical approach to achieving their goals. Similar to Capricorns, Virgos tend to





http://www.cbc.ca/canada/newfoundland-labrador/story/2007/08/15/grenfell-update.html

AUSU THIS MONTH
Coalition for Student Loan Fairness

AUSU is currently investigating the Coalition for Student Loan Fairness
(CSLF) to determine if participation with this group would be
advantageous to our members. The group, a grassroots movement of
student loan borrowers from across Canada, supports fairness in the loans
repayment process.

The CSLF notes that Canadian students are charged a rate of 2.5 to 4.5%
above prime for loan repayment, resulting in interest charges that can
amount to as much as 33% of the loan principal over the lifetime of the
loan. Borrowers who utilize interest relief during low-income periods may
pay considerably more. Given that student loans are offered as a public
service and incentive to learning, the high profitability of these loans is of concern to AUSU.

CSLF also notes that students over the age of 30 are not included in government surveys of student loan
experiences. This is of particular concern to AUSU as the majority of our membership is 30 years of age or
older and we know from our experiences with our members that the current loans program does not
adequately serve these members, nor does it serve members who wish to work to support themselves while
studying part-time.

CSLF also asks that the government provide an Ombuds office to handle student loan complaints—a change
that would help address many of the problems we hear about regarding lost forms, incorrect instructions,
and confusing requirements. Additionally, CSLF supports providing for consolidation of multiple student
loans into a single loan with a single payment, a change that many students have asked for.

Members are encouraged to check out the CSLF website at http://www.studentloanfairness.ca/Zindex.php

AUSU Frappr—Show Us Where You Are

On June 20 AUSU launched a Frappr member map on the front page of AUSU.org. Just three days later,
nearly 140 members have added their dot to our map, and a "picture" of the dispersion of our website
visitors is taking shape. We're thrilled to see so many of you leaving your little mark on our site, and we love
all the great pictures and shoutouts people have uploaded. Members who have left anonymous pins are
encouraged to add their name (or alias, if you are shy) so we know you are all different people! If you
haven't added your mark, drop by www.ausu.org—and don't forget to read the posting information if you are
new to Frappr.


http://www.studentloanfairness.ca/index.php
http://www.ausu.org/

Mandy Gardner
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At Home: Harper’s Conservatives accused of

C AV OICE ! ey A3
IHTEH"A"""AL "Ews DESK mishandling $11 million in campaign funds
What's new here and around the world Liberal leader Stéphane Dion has announced his anger at the
Handy Garduer Conservatives during his caucus meeting this Wednesday,
calling for Prime Minister Stephen Harper to “open the
books™ and let Elections Canada watchdogs see exactly where
his party’s campaign money went.

The accusation came following the employment of William
Corbett by Elections Canada to look more closely at the
expenditures of the Conservatives during the last federal
election.

CBC News Today said that there had been $11 million
“shuffled from Tory ridings to the central campaign.”? The
party members are under suspicion of using advertising funds
to support the national campaign or to pay for TV and radio
e ads for the advancement of the federal party.

There is no mention of the financial investigation on the
Conservative’s website, which is surprising considering how
heavy the site is with denunciations of Stéphane Dion, Jack Layton, and Green Party leader Elizabeth May.

The party has spent a great deal of time and effort on making negative statements about its competition:
“Layton’s Priorities Keep Changing”; “Stéphane Dion: All Negative, All the Time”; “More Conspiracy
Theories from the Red-Green Coalition.””?

Given this aggressive attitude, it’s odd that no Conservative spokesman has stepped up to defend the party
and effectively call someone crazy.

In response to questions about the Liberal party’s own track record, particularly the sponsorship scandal,
Dion told reporters that “There was a break of trust. We need to recreate that link of trust, and | believe it's
strengthening again towards our party.”*

Harper has yet to retaliate or explain his party’s position; however, given his outspokenness on the previous
Liberal financial debacle it is to be expected that the Liberals and the other parties will not hesitate to
denounce Conservative election spending and call, once again, for a vote of non-confidence in the minority
government.

1 CTV.ca, 2007. “Harper has broken trust of Canadians, says Dion.” Retrieved August 29, 2007, from

http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070829/dion _caucus 070829/20070829?hub=CTVNewsAt11

CBC News Today (television program). Originally aired August 29, 2007.

Conservative Party of Canada website. Retrieved August 31, 2007, from http://www.conservative.ca/



http://www.ctv.ca/servlet/ArticleNews/story/CTVNews/20070829/dion_caucus_070829/20070829?hub=CTVNewsAt11
http://www.conservative.ca/

In Foreign News: Final 7 South Korean hostages released in Afghanistan

CBC News has reported that the final seven South Korean hostages being held in Afghanistan have been
released. The hostages were released in two groups and handed over to the care of officials with the
International Committee of the Red Cross.

The hostages had been held for more than 40 days in an attempt by the Taliban, a militant Afghan group, to
pressure South Korea into removing its peacekeeping troops from Afghanistan and to prevent any more
Korean aid workers from entering the country.

The newly released hostages were part of a group of 23 South Korean Christian aid workers who were
kidnapped by Taliban militants on July 19.

Two of the original hostages were shot dead; in mid-August, two of the women were released, and another
12 of the hostages were freed on August 29. According to Korea.net, a spokesman for the Foreign Ministry in
Afghanistan has stated that the hostages have not been harmed; however, they were sent to a medical
facility within the country to ensure their health before being sent home.?

The South Koreans entered Afghanistan with the intention of providing medical services to the war-ravaged
country; they were subsequently captured with the intention of the Taliban to demand the release of an
equal number of Taliban prisoners from Afghani jails.

South Korea’s decision to negotiate directly with the Taliban has raised concerns that the militant group will
now be seen as possessing enough legitimacy to deal directly with foreign governments.

As if to confirm those fears, a Taliban spokesman confirmed that they are already planning to kidnap more
foreigners, since the rebel group gained so much in their negotiations with South Korea.

"We will do the same thing with the other allies in Afghanistan, because we found this way to be
successful," spokesman Qari Yousef Ahmadi told the Associated Press.

While it is clear that South Korea will have no role in Afghanistan in the near future, other nations, including
Canada, remain within the country in an attempt to keep peace between Afghanistan and the militant
Taliban.

CBC News, 2007. “Last 7 South Korean hostages released.” Retrieved August 31, 2007, from
http://www.cbc.cal/world/story/2007/08/30/hostages-korea.html

Korea.net, 2007. “12 Korean hostages freed in Afghanistan, 7 in captivity.” Retrieved August 29", 2007, from
http://www.korea.net/news/news/NewsView.asp?serial no=20070829033&part=103
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CLICK ON THIS - Varination Lonita Fraser

If variety is the spice of life, then the Internet is the spice rack of the universe. Sometimes it astounds
me the things you can find, from the sublime to the ridiculous.

800 Notes

Just one in a growing group of many sites dedicated to the collection of information regarding “junk mail”
phone calls and the numbers they come from. If not always precisely useful, it's certainly a good place to go
to check that unfamiliar number on your call display.

How to Skin and Clean a Dead Snake

Well, you never know when it might come in handy, right? Please view with caution; this site includes
photographs and may be disturbing to some viewers.

Cute Animals Made Out of Food

This is in no way disturbing; it's actually a very sweet collection of exactly what it says it is. Likely an ideal
project to keep the little ones occupied.

Bacon and Egg Bandages

And why not food to put on your body—or at least something that looks like food? Even | want a pack of
these!

Bacon Salt

I know it's revoltingly unhealthy, and just looking at that site makes my arteries harden, but oh my do | want
some of that for my popcorn . . . and baked potatoes . . . and pizza . . .

The Borgesian Cyclopaedia

A wealth of information on Jorge Luis Borges and his writings.

Virtual Absinthe Museum

If Borges didn't confuse you, drinking real absinthe just might! A huge repository of all manner of
information on that most unusual of beverages.


http://800notes.com/
http://www.instructables.com/id/EBM3OXZF5GE3DBZ/
http://budgerigarmix.blogspot.com/2007/06/cute-animals-made-out-of-food-d.html
http://www.perpetualkid.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWPROD&ProdID=1457
http://www.baconsalt.com/
http://www.borgesian.com/
http://www.oxygenee.com/absinthe-museum.html

Victoria Denied Injunction Against Homeless People

David Koch, The Martlet (University of Victoria)
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" The application, which was rejected on Aug. 13, is a small victory in an
ongoing campaign for homeless people’s “right to sleep.”

VICTORIA (CUP) - Homeless people in Victoria have won a small victory in
their upcoming Charter challenge to have their rights to sleep outside
recognized.

A B.C. Supreme Court judge has dismissed an application from the City of
Victoria for a permanent injunction that would have restricted homeless
people from setting up another tent city in a downtown park.

Irene Faulkner and Catherine Boies Parker, two lawyers working on the case, said that bylaws which make it
illegal to sleep overnight in parks violate homeless people’s rights under the Canadian Charter of Rights and
Freedoms. They plan to challenge the constitutionality of those bylaws in September.

“The way things are standing right now, we’ll be looking to move ahead with the trial on Sept. 4,” Faulkner
said. “This is great news on our side.”

In a video posted on HomelessNation.org last month, Boies Parker said, “The underlying issue is the
constitutionality of the bylaws that make it illegal to sleep outside.”

Boies Parker and Faulkner argue that Victoria’s laws deprive homeless people of security by preventing them
from sleeping outside while the city that lacks shelter spaces. Section 7 of the Charter guarantees security
of the person. They also said that the bylaws have a disproportionate effect on homeless people, violating
their Section 15 right to equality before the law.

If the application for an injunction had been successful, the B.C. Supreme Court may have refused to hear
their case. The details of the injunction would have banned people from damaging trees and preventing
others from enjoying Cridge Park, which is located at Belleville and Blanshard Streets in downtown Victoria.

According to Bruce Jordan, a lawyer for the city, the point of the application was to prevent the park from
being “occupied,” as it was in October 2005, when a group of about 20 homeless people set up camp there.

The activities targeted by the injunction, though, are already prohibited by local bylaws. But, while the city
usually hands out fines for broken bylaws, this isn’t as effective with homeless people, Jordan explained.

“They could issue tickets, but many people are saying that they are homeless, so issuing tickets wouldn’t
achieve the desired end,” Jordan said.

Violating an injunction, on the other hand, can result in a contempt of court charge.

The issue is not new. In 2005, the City won a 10-month injunction that banned people at Cridge Park from
activities such as sleeping outside, which Victoria’s bylaws also prohibit. Although that injunction has
expired, the bylaws remain in place and continue to generate controversy.

David Johnston, who has been arrested before for sleeping at St. Ann’s Academy, a provincially owned
property next to Cridge Park, said that he is willing to be arrested again so that courts will face the issue.

He also said that he will not eat as long as he is in jail. Johnston fasted for 36 consecutive days in prison last
year.

“Government has a responsibility not to maliciously attack people who are providing for themselves,”
Johnston said.



sHsEOlfeds

Classifieds are free for AU students! Contact voice@ausu.org for more information.

THE VOICE

1200, 10011 109th Street NW, Edmonton, AB T5J 3E4 -- Ph: 800.788.9041 ext. 2905 - Fax: 780.497.7003 attn: Voice Editor
Publisher Athabasca University Students' Union
Editor In Chief Tamra Ross
Managing Editor Sandra Livingston

Regular Columnists: Janice Behrens, Wanda Waterman St. Louis,
Katie Patrick, Hazel Anaka, Bill Pollett, Barbara Godin, John Buhler

Contributors to listings columns: Zil-E-Huma Lodhi, Lonita Fraser

THE VOICE ONLINE: WWW.VOICEMAGAZINE.ORG

The Voice is published every Friday in html and pdf format

Contact The Voice at: VOICE@AUSU.ORG

To receive a weekly email announcing each issue, see the 'subscribe' link on The Voice front page. The Voice does not share its subscriber list.
Special thanks to Athabasca University's The Insider for its contributions

© 2007 by The Voice


mailto:voice@ausu.org
http://www.voicemagazine.org/
mailto:voice@ausu.org

