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The life of these adorable seals may even be reduced to the torture of being forced into tiny cages; so tiny 
that, in order to avoid the animals killing each other, their beaks are cut off. Some will be artificially 
fattened to the point that their legs can’t hold them up. If they are sick or dying, they may be hurled 
against the floor until they are nothing but a twitching mass. At least, they might be if they were a 
commercially bred chicken. 

Is every commercial farm guilty of these “cruel and inhumane” practices? No. But the life of a commercially 
bred animal is far from wholesome, and the misery these animals endure has been well documented: there 
are the factory-farming videos at PETA, admittedly disturbing to watch. If you’re inclined to dismiss the 
proof offered by activist groups, the Toronto Vegetarian Association offers a well-cited article. 

The Winnipeg Humane Society affirms the main issues these other groups point to, such as the overcrowded 
conditions that force sows to live in “gestation crates and then farrowing crates so small that they can't 
even turn around. They must carry out all of their life functions (eating, sleeping, urinating, defecating, 
giving birth to their young and nursing their young) in this one small area.” 

The Canadian branch of the Humane Society International offers more data. 

Which brings us back to the question at hand: where are all the protests? Where are the celebrity photo ops 
outside factory farms? Where is the outcry by the average citizen posting reader comments? 

To be blunt, why is the Canadian seal hunt considered more inhumane than the horrific practices we blithely 
ignore as we enjoy our shrink-wrapped chicken breasts and ground beef each week? 

Is it because seals are slaughtered in higher numbers than their feathered and four-legged counterparts? 
Wrong. According to Statistics Canada, as of January 2008 there are nearly 14 million cattle in Canada, 
including over 6 million animals bred for beef. That doesn’t include the millions of pigs and chickens that 
are slaughtered or kept in appalling conditions. Yet in 2008, the Department of Fisheries and Oceans’ total 
allowable catch for harp seals is 275,000; for hooded and grey seals, it’s 8,200 and 12,000 respectively. 

Is it because the seals are a natural resource, a vital part of our ecosystem, as opposed to the renewable 
supply of domesticated livestock? If that’s the case, one would expect to see the same level of outcry over 
all commercial fishing practices, the kind that leads to all those cans of tuna that seem to be on sale in the 
grocery store flyers each week. If they were full of seal meat instead of fish, would the protests begin? 

Is it the shock of watching an animal die a violent, bloody death? Surely we aren’t so naive as to think that a 
slaughterhouse is a gentle, pain-free place. Perhaps the only difference is that seals are killed in the open, 
while those other beasts of industry die by the millions in closed sheds or slaughterhouses, far from our 
delicate eyes and burger-craving stomachs. 

I don’t have the answer to this question. I do know that, for some, protesting the seal hunt is a reflection of 
their broader sensibilities. They would no more wear a cow’s hide than they would a seal’s. It’s logical that 
they would denounce the killing of any animal, and that consistency of beliefs is understandable. 

But it defies the odds that every individual and every media outlet speaking out against the seal hunt is 
vegetarian, or supports only free-range farming. If they were, then small, free-range farms would outpace 
the billion-dollar factory-farm industry (but they don’t). Or there would be high-profile news items on 
animal rights every week (but there aren’t). 

And simply put, to decry the commercial killing of one animal while supporting the industrial slaughter of 
others is nothing more than a feast of hypocrisy. 
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AU Profiles: Barb Rielly 

Christina M. Frey 

The Athabasca University Students’ Union has just elected its new council! The next series of profiles 
will highlight the new and returning councillors of the AUSU Student Council.  

This week, we meet returning AUSU councillor Barb Rielly, hailing from central Ontario, near Lake Ontario.  
Barb, whose children are grown, explains why she decided to return to school. She also speaks about the 
importance of balance in her life, and advises other students to “keep perspective.” “Know your limits!” 
she says. 

Barb is halfway through AU’s Bachelor of Arts four-year program, with a double major in anthropology and 
psychology. 

“Cultural anthropology is my first love,” she says, and initially she’d planned it to be her sole major. 
However, as she found herself filling up her electives with psychology classes, she realized that “at that 
point, a double major seemed appropriate,” she says. 

Moreover, Barb discovered a relation between the two subjects. They are “not . . . so far apart as it might 
seem,” she says. “They are different aspects of being human.” 

Pointing out that cross-cultural psychology has become a “growing field,” she notes that people of different 
cultures will not necessarily respond in the same way to the same situation. “We have a lot to learn about 
how others see things, and how they act and react in their world and ours,” she says.   

Barb is a big fan of studying by distance. “I love doing school this way,” she says. “I love not having to drive 
anywhere or find parking in a hurry because I have a class.” 

There’s another advantage: “I never miss a class,” she says. She’s even considering further distance 
education after graduation. “I like where I am, so if I can pursue further education without too much 
disruption I shall,” Barb says, “but that is a long way off . . . I’d like to survive my B.A. first!” 

Barb enjoys reading, and course-related books are no exception. “I get excited when the books arrive,” she 
says. “I haunt the post office until they come!” 

In the future, however, she would also like to see more lectures offered with courses—delivered on tape or 
DVD. In the meantime, “courses with video [lectures] are great,” she says.   


