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To AU Students 

The deadline to apply to graduate is May 12, 2007. The application to 
graduate can be found here 

http://www.athabascau.ca/registrar/forms/pdf/grad-application.pdf 

along with a lot of other helpful information about Convocation. 

As well, the deadline to RSVP to Convocation invitations is May 18, 2007. 

We hope to see everyone in Athabasca in June! 

 
Mel MacGregor 
Events Coordinator 
Office of Institutional Advancement 
Athabasca University 
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Editorial Sandra Livingston 

I Spy 

Remember I spy? No, not the television show; the game that kids play, 
the one where somebody picks an object and the other players guess 
what item they’re thinking of. Well, it seems there’s a new version of 
the game and it’s turning out to be more popular than ever; the only 
trouble is, you might not know you’re playing. 

Most consumers are familiar with the standard tactics that retailers 
and manufacturers use to gather information. Want to tell them how 

many pairs of underwear you’ve bought in the past year, or maybe when and where you buy your 
toothpaste? Easy—just use your customer loyalty card, the one that gives you points to trade in on more 
stuff. Want to give your bank a detailed list of where you shop, what you buy, and a pretty good idea of 
what other services they can target to sell you? Simple—just reach for your trusty credit card. The details of 
what you toss in your cart get added to the database with every swipe of the plastic. 

We all know this is a trade-off. They get something, we get something. (The fairness of this exchange is 
disputable, but let’s leave that for another day.) 

The point is, consumers are aware of it. They control the decision to get—and use—those ubiquitous rewards 
cards. They choose whether or not to swipe their credit card. They’re giving up personal information, 
minute details about the things they eat, wear, and use, and they’re doing it willingly.  

But what happens when the information you’re giving away is tied to an invisible device, one that can track 
your movements wherever you go and send that information to the store (or bank or government agency)? 

If all that sounds a little too science fiction, it’s not. It’s called Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) and if 
the companies that make your clothes and shoes and toilet paper have their way, it will be coming to a 
store near you. 

RFID tags are tiny integrated circuits. They’re small enough to be inserted into a library book, a piece of 
clothing, or even a credit card without being detected. Using radio signals, the data on the tags can be read 
by a wireless scanner—in the case of UHF tags, from as many as 5 metres away. 

They’ve been around since World War II, and they’re great for tracking just about anything that gets moved 
anywhere—from tracing pallets of barbecues shipped around the world to keeping track of stock in your 
local hardware store. 

But unlike a UPC barcode, RFID tags don’t just contain a number that identifies what kind of product they’re 
on. Instead, RFIDs carry a unique identifying number for each individual item—that means that for every T-
shirt or pair of jeans on the store shelf, the embedded RFID has its own code. In future, every consumer 
product in the world could carry its own unique serial number. 

For information on the RFID tag to be scanned, all it needs to do is pass within a few metres of a reader, a 
device that can be installed in shopping malls, airports, office buildings—virtually anywhere. And you don’t 
need to place the tag in plain view of the reader; the information on it can be picked up through clothing, 
purses, or briefcases. 

So what does all that have to do with the next pair of yoga pants or running shoes you’re thinking of buying? 



   
Nothing—unless, like millions of consumers every day, you pay for them using a credit card, debit card, or 
swipe your customer rewards card at the checkout. In short, until you create a link between your personal 
information and the unique RFID tag on the item you’re buying. 

Let’s suppose you buy a new pair of shoes that has an RFID tag in it. If you pay cash (and don’t collect points 
with a loyalty card), no problem. Any readers you walk past—at the mall, an amusement park, the office—
can scan the information on the shoes but they’re still just a pair of shoes. The embedded tag can tell the 
reader when and where they were made, what colour or size they are, and what store they were sold in, but 
there’s still nothing to link them to the movements of a specific person. 

Once you’ve tied them to your identity, though, things get a little more invasive. Those new tires you 
bought with your credit card can tell the company where you went on vacation, or how many times (and 
when) you drove on a particular highway. That new purse you’re carrying can feed RFID scanners lots of 
information about your movements throughout the day—the only limitation is how many scanners are 
installed and where, and, of course, just who’s collecting the information. 

Right now, this kind of consumer-level surveillance is still being closely monitored. In the executive 
summary of a report by the non-profit Public Interest Advocacy Centre (PIAC), the agency notes that 
Canada’s Personal Information Protection and Electronic Documents Act (PIPEDA) currently limits the use of 
RFIDs for tracking consumers. Retailers are required to “obtain the informed consent of customers”1 before 
using or disclosing information that’s been gathered by tracking them through RFIDs. 

The potential for misuse of RFIDs has also raised the interest of Canada’s Office of the Privacy 
Commissioner; OPCC has “asked retailers for details of their planned RFID uses.”1 

But the rules, as the old saying goes, are made to be broken. Just ask Metro AG, the large European-based 
retail chain that decided to start implanting RFIDs in the customer loyalty cards they issued—without telling 
those same loyal customers.2 Even if a customer never takes the card out of their wallet, their movements in 
a store and the number of visits they make can be tracked by readers placed throughout the company’s 
stores. 

True, this fast-growing technology has a lot of benefits. Along with streamlining shipping and inventory 
tasks, it’s now possible to buy smart appliances. By reading the RFID tags in your cartons of milk or eggs, 
they can tell you when you’re running low on something, or the food in the back of your fridge is about to 
expire. RFID-enabled washing machines exist that can read the tags in your clothes and, by quickly 
computing the mix of colours and fabrics, display a message warning you that you’re about to toss those 
brand new jeans in with a load of white T-shirts. 

Yes, Will Robinson, the future is here, a heady mix of virtual and real life, of Star Trek-like gadgets and Big 
Brother watchfulness. 

And if you just can’t shake that strange feeling that someone’s watching you, well . . . 

 

1 Public Interest Advocacy Centre, 2006. Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) and Privacy: Shopping into 
Surveillance. Retrieved May 9, 2007, from 
http://www.piac.ca/privacy/radio_frequency_identification_rfid_and_privacy_shopping_into_surveillance/ 

2 Information and Privacy Commissioner Ontario, 2007. Can You Read Me Now? The Privacy Implications of RFID. 
Retrieved May 9, 2007, from http://www.ipc.on.ca/index.asp?navid=46&fid1=597 

 

http://www.piac.ca/privacy/radio_frequency_identification_rfid_and_privacy_shopping_into_surveillance/
http://www.piac.ca/privacy/radio_frequency_identification_rfid_and_privacy_shopping_into_surveillance/


   
The Voice Great Canadian Place Challenge 

Are you a snow-loving Rocky Mountain gal? 

A wide-open-spaces Prairie kind of guy? 

Or maybe someone who can’t get enough of the rugged 
coasts and fresh Atlantic air in the east? 

Tell us why the place you live is the best place in Canada, 
in The Voice Great Canadian Place Challenge! 

Is it the people? The places? The natural Canadian beauty? 

Convince us (and Voice readers) that Anzac, Alberta is the must-see place for a vacation this 
summer, or that there’s nothing like watching a sunrise in Wrigley, Northwest Territories. 

Selected submissions will be paid at regular Voice rates, and the winner will also receive a prize 
pack of Voice goodies. 

There are two ways to brag about why you’re living in the best-kept 
secret in the country: 

1. Send us a 400 – 500 word article explaining what makes your city 
or town special, or 

2. Submit 6 – 8 photos in electronic format (e.g., JPEG, GIF) with a 
short caption for each one. 

Submissions selected for publication will appear in The Voice throughout 
the summer, and the winner will be selected by Voice staff on 
September 30, 2007. Send submissions to voice@ausu.org 

All entrants agree to have their names and submissions published in The 
Voice. All articles must be original, unpublished works, and will be edited for spelling, grammar, 
and clarity. Photos must be original and unpublished, and must be good quality electronic format. 

Send us your photos and articles today, and you might just win the bragging rights to the best 
place in Canada! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
Overload 

Years ago in an art class I was taking the instructor challenged us to do a self-
portrait. I chose to do acrylic on canvas roughly 30 inches by 24 inches in size. In a 
few loose purple brushstrokes I did a stylized, abstract impression of a female 
torso. 

In what even now, 12 or 15 years later, appears to be an act of cynicism I chose to 
define/identify/portray myself as a series of numbers. That and I couldn’t have 
done a face if my life depended on it! 

I looked through my life and my wallet and deliberately chose the numbers that 
were significant to me. I used my birthdate, age, social insurance number, Alberta 
health care number, number of children, years of marriage, bank account 
numbers, credit card numbers, justice of the peace number, and more. Even back 
in the day before identity theft was rampant, I knew enough to disguise the 
numbers, to have some run off the canvas and have others intersect and 
intertwine. 

Fast forward to 2007. Can you imagine doing that sort of project today? What with 
passwords and PIN numbers and access codes and usernames, I’d be a basket case. 
As it is I’m suffering from password/username/PIN number fatigue.  

At last count I had three email accounts for work and play, each one requiring a 
user name and password. Among the contents of my wallet are debit and fuel 
cards requiring PIN numbers. And of course we shouldn’t use the same one for all 
of our cards because that would just be too easy. And don’t you dare write it 
down, either, because it could fall into the wrong hands. 

To access my own damn phone messages on my own damn phone I need to enter a password. Likewise for 
the cell phone. To access my home messages while away requires entering a series of 24 digits! Our home 
long-distance package requires entering a seven digit number before the desired number. 

Online banking is being encouraged (dare I say pushed) at every turn by both banks and anyone who sends us 
a bill for anything from satellite service to natural gas. More to remember. 

Online transactions involving money and identity disclosure have heightened awareness of security risks. 
Simply signing up for a newsletter or contest or accessing your own data in professional organizations also 
requires a username and password. Haven’t we all had to cough up our mother’s maiden name or our 
favourite car or the name of our grade one teacher in order to prevent security breaches? 

I understand it but I don’t have to like it. We’re being warned to avoid obvious choices (that we may 
actually remember!) and choose a combination of upper and lower case letters, numbers, and symbols. 
Using foreign words is another hint. Or creating an acronym from a phrase like Mary had a little lamb: 
MHALL. You then add a few numbers, change some letters to symbols, add upper and lower case, and you’ve 
got a humdinger of a password. 

Then if you can remember all that you’re a far better woman than I am, from where I sit. 



   
Observations in Half-Light 

I know what the world is, he says. The world is a hospice disguised as a 
discotheque. Under mirrored ceilings, we drink electric-blue cocktails. 
Blobs of reflected glitter-ball light swoop and fly like phosphorous moths, 
like phantoms, about our ears. Our bodies are glazed with fever-sweat. 
Our knees are weak and we are out on the dance floor. We are out on the 
dance floor, pretending abandon. We are abandoned. We long for 
redemption. We long for pleasure between our legs. We shake our asses, 
clap our hands, wave our puny arms in the air. The bass throb is the 
mating call of a billion death rattles searching each other out across a 
moonless night.  

No, she says, I think you are mistaken in that. The world is really a 
carnival, perceived as an abattoir. Ferris-wheel cars rise above our heads, 
laughter of passengers falling on our shoulders, silver coins shaken loose 
from pockets. But because our eyes are bad and are not accustomed to 

half-light, carnival light, we tend to mistake those bright aerial gondolas for the skinless bodies of 
slaughtered cattle suspended from conveyor-belt hooks. Because we have lost our senses, we can no longer 
tell the difference between the smell of cotton candy and the smell of blood.  

You don’t understand, he says. You don’t live in the same city I live in. My city is on fire. There are burning 
bodies falling out of burning buildings. My city is bathed in wicked yellow light. There is black oily smoke 
pouring from chimneys. There are police with truncheons and bayonets. My city is no carnival. It is carnal. 
Those are severed heads, not coconuts. My city is a funhouse filled with mirrors filled with reflections of 
evil intent.     

No, she says, a half-smile playing across her bright red lips. It’s you who doesn’t understand. The song 
you’re whistling is all wrong. I need you to sit beside me on this gravestone and rest your head on my 
shoulder. I need you to waltz with me around the perimeter of this reservoir. I need you to lick spider webs 
from my naked belly. I need you to swim with me to the bottom of this dark cooling tower, and feel the 
tiny golden fish nibbling at the back of your knees. I need you to sleep with me in this haunted house 
tonight, and we can wink at all the cold eyes in the portraits of the dead that follow us around. 
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MUSIC TO EAT LUNCH TO Mandy Gardner 

A Little More Anti-Flag, Anyone? 

Following their massive Canadian tour with Rise Against, Billy 
Talent, and Moneen early this year, Anti-Flag embarked on another 
long trek across America as headliners of the War Sucks, Let’s Party 
tour. A twist on this tour, which has finally come to an end this 
week, was the introduction of a Question of the Day at each 
concert stop. If you’re a MySpace friend to the band, you already 
know the drill: fans could send in their questions to the band and 
one submitter would be selected from each city on the itinerary to 
meet the band and ask their question personally. All the questions 
were filmed and subsequently posted on YouTube with direct links 
from the MySpace website.   

So have you been missing out? Sure, some questions were pretty inane (how do I get to pet-sit Chris Head’s 
dog?) but most were pointed and political, as you’d expect from Anti-Flag fans. Apart from getting the 
chance to hear the four AF members explain their political beliefs (again—because honestly, what else do 
they do in their albums and shows?), I’ve found that the Question of the Day videos gave me the chance to 
really see how the band members interact with each other and their fans. I’m not lucky enough to be an AF 
stalker; I’ve got the time but not the resources and so I was previously unaware that Justin is obsessed with 
cookies and ice cream, or that Chris Head would rather keep quiet on camera but doesn’t mind winning 
three rounds of thumb war while being filmed. Should I have access to this information? Why the hell not, if 
they’re willing to share?   

If, like me, you’re massively bummed out that Anti-Flag aren’t on the Warped tour lineup this year (AND 
that you’re gonna have to go to Edmonton to catch the damn thing), then I’m offering you a bit of respite:  
www.myspace.com/antiflag. Join the online groupies! See their pics, hear a couple of favourite tracks, post 
a comment or two, and read the band blogs. Chris #2 keeps us updated pretty frequently considering their 
schedule, and I believe there are still more questions to be uploaded for our viewing pleasure. So don’t get 
down; let the guys take a bit of a break (I know it’s hard, believe me, but we still get to see Pennywise and 
Bad Religion this year) and let MySpace soothe you until they’re ready to tour again. 

The good news? #2 says they’re about to put together a new album, and I’d like to think we can pretty much 
bet they’ll want to share a bit of it by next year’s Warped. We’ll miss ‘em though! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   
AUSU THIS MONTH 

Changes to Council Executive 
The AUSU "cabinet" does the shuffle 

AUSU councillors are elected for two-year terms and, traditionally, the 
three executives also serve for two years. In early 2005, however, council 
began to discuss the possibility of holding a mid-term executive election 
for the following reasons: 

• Executive positions are very demanding and require a large time 
commitment for a modest wage. All AU committees and executives 
work daytime hours, as do AUSU staff, therefore most meetings 
AUSU executives must attend regularly are also scheduled during 
the day. While executives can make their own hours to some 

extent, the frequent daytime commitments preclude AUSU executives from holding full-time jobs 
outside of AUSU. They may also find it difficult to maintain a full course load (many universities 
permit student council executives to hold full-time student status while taking only one course while 
they serve, but AU has no such provision). A mid-term election provides tired executives an 
opportunity to step down after a year without prejudice or a sense of ending their commitment 
early.   

• Some councillors may not run for executive positions when they first get on council because they are 
inexperienced and do not feel ready to effectively serve in this capacity. For this reason, seasoned 
councillors usually are elected to executive positions. By midway through the two-year term, newer 
councillors may reconsider. This also allows councillors who may have been added to council through 
a by-election to have an opportunity to run. 

• After a year, councillors will also have a better idea of who will serve best in each of the executive 
positions and may want an opportunity to cast a new vote. 

A mid-term election was necessary during the 2004/06 council term due to the resignation of two of the 
three executives. This term, councillors developed a new executive election policy to allow for the option of 
a mid-term election each term. In mid-March, council decided to hold a mid-term election for this year.   

Lonita Fraser, VP External for AUSU for the last two years, decided not to run at this time due to a high 
course load, and she has moved to a regular councillor without portfolio position.   

New councillor Huma Lodhi, who has been with council for one 
year, chose to run for VP Finance, due to her experience on the 
AUSU Finance Committee over the last year.   

VP Finance for the past three years, Karl Low, chose to run for 
the vacant VP External position.   

Lisa Priebe, President for the last two years, opted to run again 
for her position.   

The three candidates were acclaimed to their positions at a 
special meeting of council held on April 16, 2007. As both 
outgoing executives are still with council and available to assist 
their successors, the changeover is expected to be very smooth.   



   
Mandy Gardner 

At Home: Spy Poppies? 

Remember those cute quarters that came out in 2004, the ones 
with a red poppy on them? They were pretty cool; the world’s 
first coloured coins, apparently. Unusual, no doubt, but while 
Canadians were busy appreciating the red flowers it seems our 
Mint had the Americans nervous and formulating conspiracy 
theories. This is no real surprise; it’s what they’re good at. 
What CBC calls the “harmless ‘poppy quarter’”1 has been 
simultaneously reported by U.S. army contractors as being 
“filled with something man-made that looks like nano-
technology.”1 I personally wouldn’t know what nanotechnology 
looked like if I was confronted by it in coin form, but that’s 
just me.   

The U.S. army contractors were puzzled on their travels in 
Canada to encounter this coloured coin, so much so that the 
Defense Security Service was compelled to issue a warning that 

the suspect coins were fitted with advanced tracking capabilities. In fact, the poppies had one army 
contractor so anxious he started to believe more coins were being planted in his coat by Canadian spy 
officials after he’d emptied his pockets: “Coat pockets were empty that morning and I was keeping all of my 
coins in a plastic bag in my inner coat pocket.”1 I guess he missed a few! Coins are tricky things, my 
American friend. Don’t panic. If someone gave you an extra 50 cents they probably thought you looked a bit 
down on your luck . . . 

CBC News has pointed out the fact that the questionable material under suspicion in the U.S. is merely a 
protective coating over the coloured portion of the coin so that it won’t be as susceptible to damage. The 
Mint assures us that there is no nanotechnology involved; no mesh material or radio transmitters to be 
found. Go figure—it’s just a quarter? I thought tracking devices in coins was an ingenious plan. I mean, 
everyone knows that petty change is the kind of thing you hang onto for a long time. I know when I am 
planning evil deeds I tend to spend only large bills and keep my precious quarters with me for months at a 
time. Nevertheless, our humble coins were part of a 29-page published report concerning espionage, put out 
by the Defense Security Service. Who knew commemorative coins could cause such a fuss? 

1  CBC News. “Canada’s poppy quarters caused sensational warnings of ‘spy coins’ in U.S.” Retrieved May 7, 2007, 
from www.cbc.ca/cp/world/070507/w050777A.html  

In Foreign News: East Timor Votes 

Since separation from Indonesia in 2002 after much violence in the area, East Timor has been on a rocky 
road to full-fledged independence. BBC News claims that over 150,000 residents of the young country are 
living in refugee camps, and that a great number of these people were originally displaced from their homes 
during the fighting between 1999 and 2002. Following further violence last year, many of these people still 
feel too threatened to leave their camps and return to their original homes.   

In the face of the first presidential election since East Timor’s independence, aid workers are doing their 
best not only to establish a fair voting system where citizens won’t fear for their safety, but to get the 
youth of the nation interested in their country’s future. Amazingly, East Timor’s population is stated to be 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/6188623.stm


   
67% under the age of 20, with 18% between the ages of 15 and 20.1 Aid workers are concerned that this 
massive youth population has only a vague idea about what living in a democracy should mean for them.   

Last month, conflict occurred between rival political parties as the outgoing President Xanana Gusmao 
expressed his wishes that East Timor would find its feet as a democratic nation. The election was carried 
out amidst a police presence of 3,000 (including international forces) plus around 200 international monitors 
brought in to ensure a fair electoral process. Regardless of these precautions on the part of the 
international community, East Timor is calling for a recount and another round of voting after the election 
results.  

While United Nations and European Union officials claimed the election to be a success, “generally calm, 
orderly and peaceful, with a high voter turnout,”2 five of the eight candidates filed complaints concerning 
irregularities in procedure and voter intimidation. The two leading candidates, Jose Ramos-Horta and 
Francisco Guterres (23% and 29% of the vote according to preliminary results, respectively) are due to 
undergo a second round of voting this week to determine the winner.  

1  BBC News. “East Timor: Voices from a troubled nation.” Retrieved May 9, 2007, from 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/talking_point/6188623.stm 

2 BBC News. “Calls for East Timor vote recount.” Retrieved April 12, 2007, from http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/asia-
pacific/6547641.stm 

 

 

Click On This – Meaty Beaty, Not Sure If I Can Eaty Lonita Fraser 

I'm by no means a fussy eater. I don't watch carbs, I don't count calories, and I don't much care what 
things look like on a plate so long as they don’t emit an odour like a dung heap and cause me to 
question my eyes. But a couple of these would sure push my capacity to take it in, in any way. 

Garbage Plate - http://whatscookingamerica.net/History/GarbagePlate.htm 

Yet another in a long line of heart attack on a plate, late-night, post pub-crawl meals. And to think that 
they're famous for it. 

Hot Dog German Opera - http://www.pbase.com/josefiend/opera 

Without a doubt this is one of the most revolting things I've ever seen. 

Hot Dog Aquarium - http://www.pbase.com/josefiend/crab 

This person has far too much time, and processed meat by-product, on their hands. 

Octodog's Frankfurter Converter - http://www.octodog.net/ 

And they say you shouldn't play with your food. 

Raw Hamburger Alphabet - http://www.robertbolesta.com/2005/valuepack.htm 

C is for cook me; that's good enough for me. 

 



   
EDUCATION NEWS 

Ontario College of Teachers Recognizes Distance Education  

A recent decision by the Ontario College of Teachers confirms that distance 
education is a valuable part of the learning equation—not only for students, 
but also for teachers. 

Effective January 2007, the College recognizes “a portion of an initial teacher 
education program done via distance education,”1 as long as the program 
includes an in-class practicum or applicants have at least one year of 
experience teaching outside the province. 

The change is the result of a recent College-led review of the teacher 
qualification process. Participants in the review endorsed the role of different delivery methods for the 
initial phase of teacher education, but also reaffirmed the importance of delivering methodology courses in 
a traditional, hands-on way. Applicants applying to the College for certification will still need to take at 
least two such courses in a face-to-face environment. 

As Registrar Brian McGowan explained in a recent College release, this change in procedures “reflects a 
growing confidence in the education sector that distance education is a useful and valid method of teacher 
education delivery, especially when used in conjunction with more traditional methods.”1 

This decision is good news for teacher candidates who have previously been refused certification because 
their training program incorporated distance education. The College is now contacting these individuals to 
let them know about the changes. 

The new procedures will also affect teachers who received their training outside Canada, allowing them to 
gain Ontario certification more quickly. 

Full details of the College’s two-year review process are available in their report, Preparing Teachers for 
Tomorrow: The Final Report 2006. 

1 Ontario College of Teachers. College Recognizes Distance Education Delivery. Retrieved May 8, 2007, from 
http://www.oct.ca/temp/distance_education.aspx?lang=en-CA 

http://www.oct.ca/publications/PDF/TQR/tqr_report_e.pdf
http://www.oct.ca/publications/PDF/TQR/tqr_report_e.pdf


   
Manitoba Budget Supports Post-Secondary Education 
Tuition fee rebate, increased funding, scholarships all on offer 

By Jenelle Petrinchuk, The Manitoban (University of Manitoba) 

WINNIPEG (CUP) -- The Manitoba budget released April 4 provides $10.2 million in bursaries and scholarships 
and officially implements a 60 per cent tax rebate for students who remain in Manitoba after graduation. 

“In terms of education, it’s a step in the right direction,” said Garry Sran, president of the University of 
Manitoba Students’ Union (UMSU). “We’re definitely pleased.” 

According to Greg Selinger, minister of finance, the new budget focuses on the province’s priorities and 
long-term goals that include “affordable, quality education and training . . . making Manitoba a more 
attractive place for youth” and initiatives that include a greener economy, building roads and highways, 
addressing environmental issues, and improving health care. 

“When we came into office, our hospitals, schools and universities were under terrible strain, requiring 
significant reinvestment to make up for years of under-funding and neglect,” said Selinger during the budget 
address. 

“University and college enrolment is up by one-third in Manitoba, supported by a 10 per cent tuition 
reduction for students,” he said. 

Selinger announced the continuation of the 10 per cent tuition fee reduction in the new budget and added, 
“as we have done in every year, we are providing fully offsetting revenue to universities and colleges, tied 
directly to enrolment—a total of $95 million since 2000.” 

In 2006, the provincial government announced a $60 million commitment to post-secondary education to be 
carried out over three years. Last year’s budget had promised a five per cent funding increase for 2007-08, 
but the province will actually increase funding by seven per cent. 

The Manitoba government was “disappointed that the recent federal budget did not fully restore the post-
secondary education funding that was cut beginning in 1996,” Selinger said. 

Sran said that UMSU is going to continue pressuring the federal government for funding and will try to make 
sure the amounts allotted to post-secondary education in the 2007 federal budget will be implemented in 
2008. 

“The Canadian Federation of Students commends the Doer government for listening to Manitoba students 
and their families,” stated Rachel Gotthilf, Manitoba representative for the Canadian Federation of Students 
in a press release. 

“Students will benefit from the 2007 provincial budget, both in the quality of education and accessibility, 
but we will continue to lobby all parties in Manitoba for affordable high quality post-secondary education,” 
stated Gotthilf, who is also an UMSU vice-president. 

“We’re pleased the government lived up to its promises,” Sran said. 

The new budget also includes a pledge of up to $25 million to the University of Winnipeg and investments in 
Red River College’s new Princess Street campus. 

Officially implemented with the new budget is a tax rebate of up to 60 per cent of a graduate’s tuition over 
six years if they remain in the province. The plan, modeled after a similar initiative in New Brunswick, is 
meant to keep youth in Manitoba, while helping to relieve tuition costs. 

Saskatchewan’s 2007-08 budget also includes a graduate tax exemption for up to $10,000 per year, or 
$50,000 during the first five years after a student graduates. 



   

Classifieds are free for AU students! Contact voice@ausu.org for more information. 
 

 
Research Subjects Wanted - 
Distance and Open Education Effects on Accessibility for First Generation Learners 
 
Participants must be: 
• first generation post-secondary distance education students or alumni 
• fluent in English 
• at least 18 years old 
 
Respondents who complete our survey will be entered to win $150. To participate or for information, email 
survey@leximortis.com.   Study performed and funded by AU students L. Priebe, MA; T. Ross; and K. Low. 
 
 
 
Female Teacup Yorkie Terrier Available to Pets Lover. For More Information, Get Back to me Via Email 
Or Phone Number: Katie_webster002@yahoo.com or (231) 533 9523 
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