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ON THE HILL Sandra Livingston 

Closing Doors and Minds 

In the early hours of June 2, a resounding slam echoed 
from the Alberta legislature. It wasn’t the kind of thing 
likely to wake sleeping neighbours, but it should have: 
it was the sound of minds being firmly closed. 

Following a seven-hour debate, the legislature passed 
Bill 44. The bill is intended to enshrine gay rights in 
Alberta’s human rights code (an astounding 11 years 
after the Supreme Court of Canada issued a directive to 
do so). 

But provincial legislators also saw fit to include an education amendment in that human rights bill, a move 
that, ultimately, fails the children it claims to protect. 

The amendment gives Alberta parents “the option of pulling their children out of class when lessons on sex, 
religion or sexual orientation are being taught.” In other words, we’ll acknowledge that no one should be 
discriminated against because of their sexual orientation or religion, but we don’t want our kids to learn the 
skills they’ll need to live in that diverse world.  

What skills? As anyone who remembers fourth-grade long division should know, it’s not about the details of 
specific problems; it’s about having the tools to figure out any problem. The same holds true for many other 
areas in life. The specifics aren’t the key. Being able to evaluate information and apply broader lessons to 
situations is. 

And that’s what’s so alarming about robbing kids of an opportunity to hear about different views, discuss 
them both at home and at school, and participate in respectful debate even when you feel strongly about 
opposing ideas. Exactly the kind of skills those kids will need to function in an increasingly diverse and 
globalized world that isn’t going to go away, no matter how much their parents want to deny it. 

Suppose some Alberta students are pulled out of class during a discussion of Buddhism or Christianity or 
Islam.  The world (including newspapers and television and the Internet) is still going to be full of Buddhists 
and Christians and Muslims. And whether some parents are adamant that little Johnny is never, ever going 
to hear a discussion about non-traditional sexuality, he’s still going to need to function in a society that 
encompasses many sexual choices. But he certainly won’t be well prepared to deal with it. 

The argument behind this amendment is that it gives parents the right to be more involved in what their 
children learn. In fact, it does the opposite. If parents are vehemently opposed to different sexual or 
religious views, to the point that they don’t want their kids to hear age-appropriate discussion about them, 
it’s hardly likely those kids are going to come home and openly ask questions about why Jane has two dads 
or another child’s mother wears a hijab. But if different beliefs are openly discussed in the classroom, it 
provides an avenue for parents to explain their own beliefs to their kids, why they agree or disagree with 
other points of view, and maybe even affirm the values taught at home. 

In the end, specific discussions about sex or religion will be forgotten. The real test will be whether our kids 
have learned to listen objectively, evaluate information, and make thoughtful decisions. And when it comes 
to those lessons, it’s never too early to start. 
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IN CONVERSATION WITH . . . Wanda Waterman St. Louis 

Conrad Praetzel 

Conrad Praetzel is the wizard behind Clothesline 
Revival, an enterprise devoted to remixing songs 
from field recordings in a way that revives and 
exalts the primitive genius of American folk music.  

Recently, Conrad took the time to answer Wanda 
Waterman St. Louis’s questions about some of 
Clothesline Revival’s past recordings, many of which 
can now be downloaded for free. 

“Down in Arkansas” 

“Now she is cross-eyed that’s a fact . . . When she cries the tears roll down her back . . .”  

On this song there are a number of atmospheric samples to create a simple drone for the singer. A drone 
could have worked for the whole song but instead I make an abrupt transition into what’s almost grunge 
rock. It needed something off the wall like that to match the lyrics. They’re very silly but sung in a very 
serious way by Almeda Riddle, often called Granny Riddle. It’s odd to think of a granny singing along with a 
grunge band but I think it really works.  

The first tracks to go down were a simple beat track to set the groove and a rhythm guitar track to define 
the chord changes. All I had was her a cappella vocal to start with so there were a bazillion ways to go with 
it. 

Finding that first link with the vocal source is one of the most rewarding parts of working from these old 
field recordings. When it does work you feel like you’ve opened a door into some place no one else has 
been. The rest of the arrangements just sort of fall into place though they usually take some time.   

I guess about half of what you hear are real instruments. I also used a second field recording during the 
instrumental bridge where a different woman describes meeting the political activist Mother Jones when she 
was a kid.  

“Little Maggie” 

On “Little Maggie” the singer is an old friend, Aric Leavitt, and it was his choice to do that song. He 
introduced me to bluegrass music and Hank Williams when I was a teenager and we used to jam a lot. He’s 
great on banjo and actually took lessons from Jerry Garcia back before The Dead made it big. Now he lives 
in Los Angeles and scrapes by making a living busking. You can watch him on YouTube performing at the 
farmers’ market in LA where the group the Ditty Bobs recorded their visit, Live from Chez Ditty, Episode 3.  

Robert Powell is a major contributor with his guitar parts, particularly lap and pedal steel. I rough the songs 
out pretty well myself before getting some other folks involved. I use beat samples that I create myself, 
layered to create the groove and vibe and also usually add a live drummer to “grease the tracks.” I worked 

http://www.paleomusic.com/�
http://libinfo.uark.edu/specialcollections/findingaids/riddle.asp�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mary_Harris_Jones�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zUGb4rZB6MM�
http://robertpowell.watercoursemedia.com/bio.htm�
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with Brantley Kearns on fiddle on the first Clothesline Revival album. He played on Dwight Yoakam’s early 
hits.   

On that first CD I worked with a couple of local vocalists, Tom Armstrong and Wendy Allen, both amazing.  
Tom has the classic ‘40s/’50s country vocal style down and is a terrific songwriter. Wendy Allen has a 
sublime voice and also contributed as a background vocalist on the second Clothesline Revival CD.  

“Troubled about My Soul” 

“Somewhere sittin’ in the kingdom, she won’t be troubled no more . . .” 

One of the tough things with this song was maintaining the singer’s (Lillie Knox) free metre bar lengths. 
Every verse is a different length. 
This song was all about moods, and 
getting them right. In each verse the 
mood changes from worry to bliss, 
not uncommon in many spirituals.   

In “Troubled about My Soul” the 
guitar is an F60 round-neck dobro I 
played without a slide. That was the 
first track, which defined the 
changes that worked with the a 
cappella vocal. There is also Robert 
Powell on pedal steel guitar.   

What Have You Been Listening to 
Lately?   

Andrew Bird, Noble Beast. 
Tinariwen, Aman Iman. Hound Dog 
Taylor, Natural Boogie. 

Kossoy Sisters, Bowling Green. 
Mississippi Fred McDowell, First 
Recordings. Jesse DeNatale, Soul 
Parade. 

On the Horizon 

Right now I’m working on my seventh 
CD. Hope to have it out by early 
2010. It will be the third Clothesline 
Revival CD but this time it will be 
almost entirely instrumental. 

I definitely plan to use the tattooed 1930s Harmony Crest I bought recently [see photo]. It records real well, 
especially with slide. 
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“Music Has No End” 

“Music is like a grapevine that is never pruned, that each year it put on a little bit more . . .” 

That hambone sound at the start is an arpeggio played using a very organic-sounding electronic sample. The 
guy talking is Neil Morris, a musician and vocalist from Arkansas. He’s the father of the songwriter Jimmy  
Driftwood, who wrote the Americana classic “Battle of New Orleans.”   

Neil Morris is talking about his feelings about music and remembering a discussion his father had with a 
friend. I love the sentiment and the open-mindedness in that statement. Music is alive and growing and as 
an artist I like to strive to add something to that growth. 

 

CLICK OF THE WRIST – Speechify 

This week, President Barack Obama made a speech aimed at forging “new alliances to confront violent 
extremism and heal religious divides.” It’s too soon to tell whether it will become one of the great 
speeches in history, but here’s a look at some powerful words that still echo today. 

American Rhetoric 

This site offers 100 of the greatest speeches in American history, including Martin Luther King Jr.’s “I Have a 
Dream,” and less well-known orations, like Margaret Higgins Sanger’s “The Morality of Birth Control,” from 
1921. You can listen to several of them in good-quality audio, too. 

Great Speeches 

Here you’ll find some of the most powerful speeches ever given, from figures as diverse as Susan B. Anthony 
to Napoleon Bonaparte, and covering events from 1220 (St. Francis of Assisi) to an address in 2006 by Pope 
Benedict XVI. 

1941 Great Declaration 

It’s one thing to read the text of famous speeches—and quite another to watch them delivered by the likes 
of Sir Winston Churchill. This clip is of Churchill’s Great Declaration, given in 1941. 

George Bush 

It’s almost too easy, really, but when the speeches of former president George W. Bush are set beside the 
words of eloquent speakers throughout history it becomes painfully clear that he either wrote the words 
himself, or didn’t spend enough time practising the speeches that were given to him. 

Shawshank Redemption 

It’s not a political speech, and it’s not even given by a real-life person, but this scene from the Shawshank 
Redemption, in which Morgan Freeman’s character faces a parole hearing, is beautifully written and acted. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Driftwood�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Driftwood�
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html�
http://www.historyplace.com/speeches/previous.htm�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BTRL_QraUrA&feature=related�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PFyv6ntEb8M�
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Di7vbNJwzZQ�
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Son Deserves to Build a Life of His Own 

Dear Barb: 

I am 23 years old and in my final year of university. My problem is my 
mother. I want to move out when I’m finished school, but my mom 
wants me to stay with her. 

My father died five years ago and I didn’t mind living at home for a 
while since it was helping both of us. Now she is making me feel guilty 
because I want to move out. I don’t want to hurt my mother but I think 
it’s time for me to be on my own. I would appreciate any advice on 
how to handle this situation without hurting my mom. 

Larry 

Hi, Larry. Thanks for writing. Sorry to hear of the loss of your father. It 
seems you have filled the gap left in your mother’s life after his death. 
I’m sure you initially stepped into this role willingly as you stated it 
worked out well for both of you at the time. Although you obviously 
viewed this as a temporary situation, your mother may have chosen not 
to look ahead to the day when you would move out.   

This scenario often occurs after the death of a father, and a son finds 
himself in a role he wasn’t prepared to undertake. You are at a 

transition point in your life. Sometimes a son will readily forfeit having a wife and family of his own in order 
to care for an aging mother. If this isn’t the life you want, you need to make a break from your mother now, 
before it is too late.  

Before you move out, it would be helpful if you could find ways to fill some of your mother’s time with 
different activities. Perhaps investigate local widow and widowers groups that your mother could attend and 
become acquainted with others in a similar situation. Discuss your desire to begin a life for yourself while 
reassuring her that you will visit regularly. Do not allow yourself to feel guilty; you are entitled to live your 
own life and have your own family. Besides, remind your mother that if you marry and have children, that 
will expand her family and provide her with grandchildren to love.  

If you have other siblings, talk to them about perhaps visiting your mother more often, at least while she is 
adjusting to your absence. It is important that you make this break as soon as possible, because the longer 
you put it off, the harder it will be. You don’t want to reach the point where it becomes easier to stay with 
your mother than to leave. This is a difficult situation, but workable.  

Good luck, Larry. Enjoy your life.   

 

Email your questions to voice@voicemagazine.org. Some submissions may be edited for length or to protect 
confidentiality; your real name and location will never be printed. This column is for entertainment only. 
The author is not a professional counsellor and this column is not intended to take the place of professional 
advice. 
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Books, Music, and Film to Wake Up Your Muse 
and Help You Change the World 

CD: Lawrence Blatt, The Color of Sunshine 

Label: LMB Music 

Release date: 2009 

Produced by William Ackerman at Imaginary Road 
Studios in Vermont 

A Sweet Shimmering Spectrum of Acoustic Guitar 
Invention 

“It is interesting that a musical scale consists of seven notes ascending in wave frequency and the light 
spectrum consists of seven colors also ascending in light frequency.” 

Lawrence Blatt, liner notes, The Color of Sunshine 

On a foggy day guitarist Lawrence Blatt was hiking around the wetlands near his home. Had he been simply a 
microbiologist, and not a microbiologist and an independent musician and composer, his experience might 
have been markedly different.  

Blatt, having discovered the 
range of effects of both music 
and colour on emotion, had 
recently decided to focus on 
each colour in the spectrum and 
write a composition for it. 

He carried what was initially a 
very cerebral journey into his 
daily experiences, and as a 
result mundane events opened 
up to illuminate the manifold 
meanings and forms of colour.  

Such consonance between 
creative life and outward reality 
is one of the great blessings of 
the artist’s journey. And it was 
how the captivating “Gray Salt 
Marsh” was conceived. 

In addition to having an 
independent music career, Blatt 
works as a microbiologist and 
has long maintained a 
fascination with mathematics and natural history. He embarks on his musical projects almost as if he were 

http://www.lawrenceblatt.com/�
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Ackerman�
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conducting research experiments, beginning with a hypothesis, setting up a controlled environment, and 
stepping back to watch what happens. 

None of this is lost on the listener. Without being able to fully grasp what was in Lawrence’s brain when he 
composed “Infrared: The Abyss,” the fact that the piece is named “Infrared: The Abyss” adds a dimension to 

the listening experience, a short, self-made movie you can run in your 
head to ground and enhance the abstraction of these lovely tones, 
chords, and rhythms.  

At a time when many acoustic fingerpickers are gluing on fake 
fingernails to brighten their tones, Lawrence Blatt plucks the strings 
with the pads of his fingers, resulting in a sound that is not only bright 
and clear but sensitive, and, in his words, “organic.” 

In addition to guitar and the occasional vocal, Blatt plays at least a 
dozen instruments on this album. He also uses alternative tunings on 
his guitars and other instruments. 

Blatt has been blessed to rub elbows with some very influential 
musicians, including Dave Wilcox, Ottmar Liebert, and Leo Kottke. 
Grammy winner and Windham Hill Records founder William Ackerman’s 

influence on this album was a godsend. As beautiful as Blatt’s previous self–produced albums are, you really 
get the feeling with this one that there was a harmonious partnership behind it that brought it above the 
aesthetic standard of its predecessors. 

A genre that emerged as a syncretism of many other genres, New Age music is a not only a bit of a misnomer 
(what, if anything, does Windham Hill have to do with The Celestine Prophecies?) it has received some 
criticism for being too refined, too escapist, too introspective, too intellectual; a kind of muzak for deep 
thinkers. But if you’ve followed this column and understand its purpose, you’ll agree with me that the music 
we choose to feed our artistic selves should have less to do with critical approval than with the actual 
purpose of the music in the artistic journey. 

How might an artist use Lawrence Blatt’s music? In my humble opinion, this is almost the only type of music 
to listen to when feeling broken and wounded and needing something to get you back to feeling good about 
life again, music that will give you the strength to remain in the moment. It’s easy to listen to while still 
being intellectually challenging when you’re ready for that. It’s music that doesn’t intrude or condemn, only 
blesses, inspires, and heals.  

The Color of Sunshine manifests five of The Mindful Bard’s criteria for music well worth a listen: 1) it is 
authentic, original, and delightful; 2) it makes me want to be a better artist; 3) it gives me tools which help 
me be a better artist; 4) it inspires an awareness of the sanctity of creation; and 5) it provides respite from 
a sick and cruel world, a respite enabling me to renew myself for a return to mindful artistic endeavour. 

The Bard could use some help scouting out new material. If you discover any books, compact disks, or 
movies which came out in the last twelve months and which you think fit the Bard's criteria, please drop a 
line to bard@voicemagazine.org. If I agree with your recommendation, I'll thank you online. 

 

 

. . . the music we choose to 

feed our artistic selves 

should have less to do with 

critical approval than with 

the actual purpose of the 

music in the artistic 

journey. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_Age_music�
http://themindfulbard.wordpress.com/�
mailto:bard@voicemagazine.org�
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That Feels Better 

Buckle up; I feel an Andy Rooney-type rant coming on. These are a few 
things that irk me and I’ve gotta vent. 

Jon and Kate are having marital trouble. I’ve never watched an episode of 
their reality show, but do ya think living your life in a fish bowl of 
worldwide scrutiny could have had something to do with it? 

Pat Quinn is the new Oilers coach. Let the radio call-in shows begin! I’m 
sure everyone and his brother will have an opinion that needs to be heard, 
debated, and debunked. What could have been a slow news summer has 
suddenly been transformed into endless armchair quarterbacking about the 
qualifications and chemistry of the coaching staff, the player changes likely 
to come, the stats on everything, and the promise of the new season.  

Spring-like conditions have just barely arrived here at the Anaka homestead 
and already the mosquitoes are unbearable. There is no spraying done in 
rural areas so we are at the mercy of the little buggers. We haven’t yet had 
a spring rain, there was snow less than two weeks ago, the nights are still 
cold, and there are drought-like conditions, so my simple question is how 
the hell did they hatch and survive? 

Children are dying or being seriously injured needlessly. Tori Stafford was 
murdered in Ontario, an Alberta toddler had a gate fall over on her, and 
Mike Tyson’s daughter was accidentally strangled by a cord on a treadmill. 
Others fall out of windows, drown, or die on all-terrain vehicles. Still others 
get abducted, bounce off trampolines, get hit in traffic, or left in a car. I 
know total vigilance 24/7 is impossible, and hey, there but for the grace of 
God—I had some close calls from my own days of mothering. Are we all 
paying enough attention and safeguarding these vulnerable souls? 

The writers of crib assembly instruction booklets should be strung up by 
their necks and beaten with the stabilizing bar, Allen wrench, and rolled-up 
booklet until they beg for mercy. We have put a man on the moon. Do we 
not have the technology, vocabulary, and will to make these damn things 

more clear and user-friendly? Or is this an IQ test to see if we’re smart enough to be parents and 
grandparents? 

How is it that a sweet potato vine in a four-inch pot can cost five dollars? It’s an annual, for crying out loud. 
I’m going to have to get creative next spring and start more of my own plants or simply cut back on how 
many pots of annuals I prepare. Don’t they know there’s a recession out there? 

Why is it that some young women act like they are still in grade seven? In some group work in a college class 
I’m taking, I see some real “mean girl” behaviour manifesting. Dismissing other people’s contributions and 
riding roughshod over less confident group members is both ignorant and rude. Grow up! 

There, that feels better, from where I sit. 
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AUSU THIS MONTH 

Annual AGM Held 

As you probably already know from the AGM Report put out by the Voice, 
AUSU held its annual general meeting on March 23, 2009. 

In that meeting a number of important revisions to the definitions of AUSU 
membership occurred, to make sure that the Councillors you elect are 
able to represent you during General Meetings and so that if you’re a 
student in an AU collaborative undergrad program, you’ll still be counted 
as an AUSU member even during a term that doesn’t have any AUSU 
courses scheduled. 

Also, our fees were changed from being $8, $16, or $24 per course depending on the number of credits, to 
being a flat $3 per credit, an increase of a dollar per course for most students. With this extra money, AUSU 
should be able to begin moving forward with a lot of desired programs that have been held up due to our 
staffing not being as big as our ambitions. 

Also at the AGM, some good discussion was held with respect to email accounts, an issue we know a lot of 
you are concerned about, and we’ll keep working with the university to see if a reasonable solution can be 
found among all of the priority issues AU needs to deal with. 

Media Committee 
Started 

Council has approved the 
terms of reference for 
the new media 
committee. This group, 
including your Voice 
editor, will be working 
hard to deliver new 
multimedia content to 
you on a regular basis. 
Our hope is to bring 
forward a more 
engaging, interactive 
AUSU, one that can help 
you get everything you 
want out of your 
education. 

AU Fees Increasing 

On March 27, the AUGC approved the new fees that will come into effect in September 2009. The bottom 
line is you’ll be paying an additional $29 per 3-credit course, including the increase to the AUSU fees. This 
includes an $18 increase to base tuition and a $10 increase to the Learning Resources fee. AUSU has noted 
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concerns with the university continuing to increase fees by the maximum allowable by Alberta legislation, 
but has agreed that lower quality service is not a viable alternative.   

More concerning is the increase to the Learning Resources fee. AUSU will continue to press for details on 
how this fee relates to the prices the university has to pay for your textbooks and online materials. 

au.world Closes 

AUSU has noted the closing of the au.world publication with sadness, and has brought this to the governing 
council of AU. In its place, AU has begun a new magazine called AU Open which, rather than being strictly 
student focussed, contains a mix of stories for alumni, investors, and students. We have strong hopes that 
AU will increase the focus of this new magazine to be at least as relevant to current students as the old 
au.world was. 

2009 AUSU Handbook/Planners 

Members are snapping up our 2009 AUSU Handbook/Planner. Now in full colour, it has more course tracking 
pages, brief guides to the citation styles you’ll need for your essays at AU, and of course, all the important 
AU dates and addresses that you need to know. You can order your own copy by going to 
http://www.ausu.org/handbook/index.php 

SmartDraw Program Continues 

If you haven’t yet, you might want to download a copy of 
SmartDraw. AUSU has purchased a licence agreement to 
supply the award-winning SmartDraw software to all 
AUSU members (current undergraduate students). To 
access this deal and find out more, visit the front page 
of our website. 

SmartDraw allows you to create a wide range of graphics 
for your assignments and submit them electronically in a 
Word file. You can also place your graphics in Excel or 
PowerPoint files, or export them as TIF, GIF, or JPEG 
files to make a web graphic or even a logo. 

Just a few of the graphics you can make include Venn 
diagrams, genetics charts, graphs, organizational and 
flow charts, and Gantt charts. 

For any course that requires charts that cannot be easily 
created in Word or Excel, this should be a real time 
saver and make it easier to submit all portions of an 
assignment by email. 

Remember, though, that you should always check with your tutor to find out if there is a specific format he 
or she prefers. Your tutor does not have to have SmartDraw to view these graphics, however. Installations 
under this program are good for one year. The package includes both the Standard and Health Care editions 
of SmartDraw. 

http://www.ausu.org/handbook/index.php�
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Merchandise Still for Sale 

We still have some locks and memory keys available for sale. Both of these were designed with ease of 
mailing in mind, which means they’re small enough to be easily stored pretty much anywhere. 

The wristband USB key is a unique way to carry around your assignments, online materials, and even emails 
while you’re on the go. 

With a 1 gigabyte capacity, it can even handle a good chunk of your music collection, and the design means 
you no longer have to worry about losing it.  

The Voice memory key has less capacity (512 MB) but the dark, flip-top design is classy enough to 
accompany you anywhere. 

In addition, we have recently purchased some steel water bottles. With all the concerns about BPA in clear 
plastic, the decision was made to go stainless steel. Cheaper and more environmentally friendly than 
purchasing plastic bottles of water, fill up your AUSU bottle to keep thirst away no matter where you’re 
travelling. 

AUSU Lock Loan Program 

Still running, and still popular, the lock loan program can allow you to rest easy knowing your valuables are 
safe if you’re taking an exam at the Calgary or Edmonton campus. The locks can be set to any combination, 
and are loaned to people without any deposit, but we ask that you please remember to reset them to 0-0-0 
before returning them so 
that we can continue this 
program. 

Employment Site is 
Here! 

Many of you will already 
have seen the link to our 
new employment site on the 
front page, and while there 
are not a lot of employers in 
evidence yet, it’s a great 
opportunity to get your 
resume, skills, and talents 
in there. 

The Personnel Department 
is busily working on finding 
employers who could use 
your unique abilities as a distance education student. 

Be sure yours are available to get the early opportunities! 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS DESK 

At Home: N.B. eyed as nuclear storage facility 

The phrase “not in my backyard” may be taking on a whole 
new meaning for New Brunswick residents soon: Canada’s 
Nuclear Waste Management Organization is looking at the 
province as a potential storage site for nuclear waste. 

The NWMO is touring several cities in the province, seeking 
public feedback as it searches for a place to store all of 
Canada’s used uranium. 

The geology of potential sites is a major factor, and as this 
CBC article explains, new research has shown that “a nuclear 
storage site could be located outside of a mountainous area, 
such as the Canadian shield.” 

Four provinces are currently considered “nuclear,” meaning 
that they either use nuclear reactors to generate power (New 
Brunswick, Ontario, Quebec) or mine uranium 
(Saskatchewan).  

The NWMO isn’t looking at specific storage sites yet; instead, 
it’s still discussing options with “provinces that could host 
such a facility.” 

Jo-Ann Facella, of the NWMO, told reporters, “It’s our understanding that most of the geology of the four 
provinces that we are visiting is potentially suitable for a used fuel repository.”  

Jack Keir, New Brunswick’s energy minister, has said he’s interested in what the province’s citizens think of 
building a nuclear waste facility there. No matter which province is chosen, the storage site will be a boon 
to the economy. According to the NWMO, the province that’s selected will receive an investment of 
between $16 billion and $24 billion. 

In Foreign News: Indian students in Australia find safety in numbers against growing attacks 

Increasingly, Indian students in Australia are finding themselves the victims of violent, often racially 
motivated, attacks and are organizing for their own protection. The attacks frequently occur on Australia’s 
train system while the students are making their way home at night after classes. 

As The Age reports, students and workers have gathered at St. Albans station in the western suburbs every 
night during the past week. After repeated attacks and “racist taunts and abuse on trains,” the students 
have despaired of police or rail officials coming to their aid and have been forced to find safety in numbers.  

Gary Singh, one of a crowd of mostly Indian men who had gathered at the station, told reporters that police 
have repeatedly failed to take action when summoned for help, and train inspectors turn a blind eye to 
attacks.  

http://www.cbc.ca/canada/new-brunswick/story/2009/06/04/nb-nuclear-waste-1147.html�
http://www.theage.com.au/national/despairing-students-find-own-protection-20090604-bx6n.html�
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The men’s strategy is to maintain a strong presence at the train station each night from 9:30 until the last 
train. They also plan to assign smaller groups to various street corners to thwart attacks. 

Mr. Singh said that a long knife was recently flashed at him and two friends. However, when he called the 
police and pointed out the assailants, “the police didn’t check on them, they just told us to go home.” 

“We are not giving up,” he said. “We are here to save our friends. We are not getting any protection from 
police or from the railways.” 

Other attacks have been more serious. One student told reporters that a former roommate was “badly 
beaten on his way home 18 months ago.” In a separate incident, the student was assaulted and punched by 
a group of five youths, and police took an hour and a half to arrive. 

The Age reported that, in the latest known attack, an Indian youth was leaving the station on May 31 and 
was assaulted and had his head cut open. The paper also noted that “passing cars slowed down and 
occupants yelled out [racial] abuse” even as reporters were interviewing students about other incidents. 

In what is perhaps the most high-profile case, a 17-year-old is facing three counts of attempted murder 
after Indian student Shravan Kumar was stabbed with a screwdriver. Concerned Australians have raised 
donations to fly his parents to Melbourne to see their injured son.  

EDUCATION NEWS Emma Godmere 

Delegates aim for change at CFS 
national meeting 

OTTAWA (CUP) – After more than seven 
hours of heated debate, closing plenary at 
the semi-annual general meeting of 
Canada’s largest student lobby group 
wrapped up late in the evening of May 20. 

Nearly 300 delegates representing the 
hundreds of thousands of members of the 
Canadian Federation of Students (CFS) met 
at Carleton University in Ottawa to 
deliberate and discuss campaign launches 
and internal changes to the federation. 

After three days of subcommittee and 
caucus meetings, a long list of motions—complete with recommendations for whether the motions should 
pass or fail—was presented to all attending member locals to vote on. 

Several motions involving support of First Nations students were passed unanimously. The CFS voted in 
favour of launching a Campaign for Aboriginal Education that will include a National Week of Action in fall 
2009. The group also officially endorsed the Native Women’s Association of Canada’s “Sisters in Spirit” vigils 
that will be held across the country this October in remembrance of missing Aboriginal women.  

Michele Lamarche from Local 41 (SFUO) at CFS AGM, May 20, 2009 
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The York Federation of Students (YFS), local 68 of the CFS, brought forward a more hotly debated motion 
that sought to condemn the reported genocide against the Tamil population of Sri Lanka. 

The motion urged the CFS to call upon the federal government to demand 
that the Sri Lankan government “re-enter into an immediate and 
permanent internationally monitored cease-fire and peace negotiations to 
avert further bloodshed and recognize the Tamil minority’s right to self-
determination.”  

The motion also stated that the student group should encourage member 
locals to “inform and educate students, labour and community members 
about the genocide against Tamil civilians in Sri Lanka, work with peace, 
anti-war, and community groups to build solidarity though peaceful 
demonstrations and actions, and write to the foreign affairs department 
and to the Prime Minister of Canada to condemn the Sri Lankan Armed 
Forces genocide of Tamil civilians.” 

“The reason we brought it forward is because there was an escalation in military activity in the northeast of 
Sri Lanka where close to over 250,000 civilians were trapped in an area that was being indiscriminately 
bombed by the Sri Lankan armed forces,” explained YFS President Krisna Saravanamuttu. “In addition to 
that, we were concerned by the reports of children who were being denied access to medicine, food, water 
. . . [and] the ability to go to school.  

“As a member local of the federation, we adamantly believe in the right to an education for students, 
regardless of where those students live, and that’s why we decided to bring this proposal forward.”  

The speaker’s list was extended to facilitate the extensive debate principally surrounding the motion’s 
wording and the Sri Lankan conflict itself.  

The University of Windsor Students’ Alliance (UWSA) recommended the CFS wait until the United Nations 
officially declared the Sri Lankan violence to be genocide, while the Brandon University Students’ Union 
attempted to remove “Sri Lankan Armed Forces” from the motion.  

Ultimately, the motion passed without any amendments. 

A second contentious motion was presented by the Student Federation of the University of Ottawa (SFUO, 
Local 41 of the CFS). This motion aimed to amend the federation’s bylaws to enforce equal spending limits 
on groups campaigning in federation or defederation referendums.   

The SFUO, who held a successful referendum to join the CFS in November 2008, abstained from voting on 
their own motion due to disagreement within their own delegation. 

“Although this motion is brought to plenary by our local, our delegation is divided on this motion just as our 
campus was and remains divided on CFS membership,” said SFUO VP Student Affairs Michèle Lamarche, 
speaking first on the motion.  

The motion, whose 

defeat was 

recommended by the CFS 

subcommittee, was met 

with great opposition 

from several other 

member locals. 
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“Our locals and the students we represent are all members of the CFS, but we cannot forget that a fair 
amount of our students do not want to be members or simply do not care,” continued Lamarche, who co-
chaired the ‘No’ committee on the U of O campus during the referendum to join CFS last November.  

“This motion will hold our federation to a higher standard of fairness, and make us a stronger, more 
democratic student movement.” 

The motion, whose defeat was recommended by the CFS subcommittee, was met with great opposition from 
several other member locals. 

“As far as we’re concerned, in any referendum situation the ‘No’ side has an inherited advantage because 
they can break the rules as much as they want without any type of consequence,” said Saravanamuttu, who 
voted against the motion with the rest of the YFS delegation.  

“The ‘No’ side . . . can use any undemocratic process it wants to overturn an election, yet the ‘Yes’ side is 
bound by the democratic principles of any type of referendum,” he continued.  

“It’s the responsibility of the Canadian Federation of Students to ensure that existing and potential 
members have access to as much information as possible in order to make an educated [decision], and 
that’s part of the reason [why] we voted against that motion.” 

While one member local—the Concordia Graduate Students’ Association, who left the CFS for a period of 
time in the 1990s—voted in favour of the motion, it was ultimately defeated.  

Apart from the SFUO, three other member locals abstained from the vote, including the Trent Central 
Student Association, the University of Windsor Students’ Alliance (UWSA), and the Kwantlen Student 
Association, who recently held an unsuccessful defederation referendum in April 2008. 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

AU Collaborations 

As AU students know, distance learners are a vibrant community of 
people working and studying together. And the teamwork doesn’t end 
there. 

AU “collaborates with hundreds of institutions and organizations in 
Alberta, across Canada, and around the world to make university 
education more accessible and flexible for students everywhere.” 

From collaborative programs to transfer credit arrangements to 
professional development agreements (and more), check out AU’s 
Learning Services Collaborations page to discover some exciting ways 

to enrich your education experience. 

 

 

http://www.athabascau.ca/collab/collab-types.php�
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