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EDITORIAL Christina M. Frey  

When the government of Alberta rolled out its new budget—complete 
with significant funding cuts to the post-secondary education sector—
we all knew there would be long-term consequences to education as a 
whole. 

What we might not have expected was to start seeing those 
consequences so soon.  

On the heels of the budget comes Athabasca University’s 
announcement of major staffing cuts. As the Edmonton Journal 
reported, over the next few weeks 44 AU staff members will be laid 
off, joining 35 staff members who are voluntarily leaving employment. 

Additionally, a hiring freeze means that 34 previously vacated positions “won’t be filled.”  

Is this a reflection on the political-educational climate of Alberta or the result of internal problems at AU 
itself? While AU has had its share of controversy over the past year—including the removal of several 
senior staff members—the budget cuts aren’t an unreasonable culprit. One University of Alberta blogger 
expects similar announcements at the U of A, calling the budget situation a “crisis.” 

Regardless of the cause, it’s the effect that has students worried. While it’s unclear who exactly these 
staff members are—AU hasn’t provided details, and the Journal notes that it’s “a mix of support staff, 
management and faculty”—the loss is not going to go unnoticed. Added together, the staffing changes 
work out to eight per cent of the AU staff. That’s nearly a tenth of the people who have been supporting 
AU’s student body of 40,000. 

Athabasca University is growing. Current enrollment is expected to continue increasing, yet AU insists that 
this isn’t going to be an issue. The reasoning? Because of the nature of most AU undergrad courses, bigger 
class sizes “won’t really have an impact on students,” according to information obtained by the Journal. 

And yet combined with the staffing cuts, increasing the undergraduate student body seems like a recipe 
for disaster. 

A representative for AU seemed to confirm this, telling Journal reporters that remaining staff are “going 
to have to work harder” to reduce the negative effects on students. More significantly, he added that 
“Certain faculty will have to take on a higher teaching load.”  

In other words, the remaining faculty will need to spread themselves still thinner to cover both the 
growing student body and the staffing deficit left by this round of cuts. There’s no question that this will 
impact AU students’ educational experiences.   

In theory, budget cuts are always given a reason, but sometimes the reasoning isn’t carried all the way 
down the line. The students are the ultimate casualty in this financial mess.  

http://www.voicemagazine.org/archives/articledisplay.php?ART=8978&issue=2110
http://www.edmontonjournal.com/Athabasca+University+staff+members/8140409/story.html
http://whithertheuofa.blogspot.ca/2013/03/athabasca-u-sheds-109-jobs.html


 
 

4 THE VOICE MAGAZINE 

 MAGHREB VOICES Wanda Waterman 

Album: Rachid Taha, Zoom  

Arab Exile Punk  

Any fresh work from Rachid Taha is newsworthy. 
Reports of his lapses into drug and alcohol abuse 
have made his fans wonder if he’s even still alive, 
or at the very least whether the best of his work is 
behind him. 

But there’s another, better reason to sit up and 
take note: Taha, perhaps more than any other 
Maghreb entertainer, has the potential to actually 
steer the course of not only Middle Eastern 
popular music but Western popular music as well.  

In the early ’80s Taha did lead vocals for the French 
rock group Carte de Sejour. Influenced by the 

sense of estrangement expressed by the burgeoning punk rock movement and taking advantage of the 
anything-goes philosophy of ’80s music, he sang in both English and Arabic. In 1986 he chose a standard 
patriotic French song, “Douce France,” singing the words with a searing sarcasm that clearly condemned 
racist Western political conservatives who extolled the virtues of family life yet at the same time 
promoted policies that contributed to the destruction of families and communities in foreign countries 
and in the ghettos of foreigners within their own borders.  

It hit a little too close to home. French listeners were miffed and the song was banned from French radio. 

Taha has at times presented to the West an annoying in-your-face reminder of the sins of the colonialism 
that’s created a generation adrift, belonging nowhere. But more and more this is becoming the identity of 
world youth, not just of Arabs.  

In “Algerian Tango,” Taha sings, “I don’t forget those who love me, and I can’t forget those who hate me. I 
can’t forget the wicked or the good. I can’t forget my dear friends or my enemies. I can’t forget the past, 
the racists, or those who enslave us. I’ve opened my eyes and my heart, and have given you everything, 
and you have lied to me.” 

The anthem of the exiled Arab, so similar to the note of protest inherent in blues, reggae, and folk music, 
already has universal undertones. In the wake of the Arab Spring, it is becoming more and more the 
common experience of humanity, and perhaps for this reason the songs of Taha have been so 
enthusiastically embraced the world over.  

http://www.rachidtahaofficial.com/?page_id=69
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The Algerian who can never return home is brother to the 
homeless Ojibwa wandering the streets of Toronto, the Korean 
immigrant forced into prostitution, and the thousands of refugees 
driven from their homelands and now belonging nowhere.  

In true Taha tradition the music in Zoom is a relaxed mix of punk, 
rai, Middle Eastern maqams, gnawa, blues, and even a little surfer 
guitar and techno. Several songs on this album hark back to the 
’80s punk scene that inspired Taha to sing out his alienation 
aesthetic long before most audiences were capable of getting it. 

It’s telling that the title track, “Zoom sur Oum” (“Zoom on Oum”), is a tribute to the legendary Egyptian 
singer Oum Khalthoum, who died in 1975; it contains a clip of her passionate, deep voice. A Syrian doctor 
once told me that Syrians listened to Fairouz every morning and Oum Khalthoum every night; all the 
agony and ecstasy of the Middle East is encased in this husky voice and forms an essential part of modern 
Arab identity. 

The plight of the Maghreb countries is sometimes described as “bin-o-bin,” meaning something like “stuck 
between a rock and a hard place.” In “Les Artistes,” for example, Taha hymns the doubtful blessings of 
one forced to remain in an oppressed homeland: “I have no passport and I have no visa, but if I had them 
I’d travel around the world. I am the Maghreb, and these people are far from me.” In “Khalouni” the singer 
says, “Let me live alone and do what I want, to realize my dreams and my destiny. I’m from Wahran [Oran, 
Algeria] and I have no luck.” 

Yet for all the tragic plight, there’s an offsetting sense of personal freedom grounded in existence itself. In 
“Galbi,” Taha sings, “My heart is always with me and near me. It’s my guide, my friend who brings me joy 
and kindness, whom I trust, who allows me to see beauty, charm, and chic.” 

This article would not have been possible without the research and translation assistance of Driss Akjij of Meknes, 
Morocco. 

 

Mark Your Calendars: AUSU Annual General Meeting 

AUSU will hold its Annual General Meeting on Wednesday, April 10, at 5:30 pm MST. The meeting is free 
and will be held via teleconference; all currently active undergraduate students may attend. 

If you’re interested in issues affecting AU students, you won’t want to miss the teleconference. The 
meeting will review AUSU’s financial statements for 2012 and the budget for 2013, and will “also discuss 
new service offerings and have a session for members to ask questions.” For more information or for 
copies of relevant documents, visit the AUSU website or email ausu@ausu.org.   

“Taha, perhaps more than any 
other Maghreb entertainer, 
has the potential to actually 
steer the course of not only 
Middle Eastern popular music 
but Western popular music as 
well.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ausu.org/
mailto:ausu@ausu.org


 
 

6 THE VOICE MAGAZINE 

ANTBOY                      Wanda Waterman 
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Deception 

By now, we’re used to the scandalous (but fairly routine) 
ways that public figures fall off their pedestals: drugs, affairs, 
bribery. But the latest wave of deception involves some of 
the least likely folks, including the respected primatologist 
Jane Goodall. From job applications to best-selling books, 
plagiarism’s becoming a popular way to ruin a career. 

When it comes to the practice of stealing words, the federal 
government doesn’t mince their own; they call it fraud, plain 
and simple. Which shouldn’t have come as a surprise to the 
nearly 60 federal bureaucrats who were busted for it. 

In 2010, some plum IT jobs opened up. The pool of federal 
employees that applied had to write an exam, one “they had 
hoped would earn them promotions,” as The Globe and Mail 
reported. Even though it should have been common sense, 
they were clearly warned not to cut and paste any of their 
answers from the Internet. Not only did almost 60 of them 
do just that, but one of the cheaters “lifted an Internet 
passage several hundred words long” and pasted it in. 

The real shocker? He actually had the gall to challenge his employer’s reprimand in court. As the Globe 
reported, “‘in his mind he was not plagiarizing’ because he had overlooked the admonition against cutting 
and pasting.” 

It’s not just job applicants who blow it by stealing others’ words. Some people jeopardize the positions of 
authority they’ve already reached. Like the leader of the Toronto District School Board, Chris Spence, who 
in January of this year faced calls for his resignation after he plagiarized parts of an article he wrote. The 
piece appeared in The Toronto Star, and included writing lifted from The New York Times. A Globe and 
Mail article notes that the work Spence published as his own included “no less than five instances in 
which he failed to credit sources.” 

Another recent case involved Dongqing Li, a professor at the 
University of Waterloo, and one of his PhD students. Both were 
accused in 2012 of stealing the research of a professor at MIT, and Li 
was found guilty this January. 

But the most confounding case has to be that of Dame Jane Goodall, 
perhaps the most widely known and respected primatologist today. 
Since 1960, Goodall has tirelessly explored the fascinating world of 
wild chimpanzees. She’s captivated the public with her stories and 

Isn’t it common knowledge 
that plagiarism isn’t okay? 
Not according to some, who 
seemed shocked when their 
careers were derailed after 
an uncredited copy-and-
paste . . . 

 

 

http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/politics/federal-bureaucrats-busted-for-plagiarism-in-job-applications/article7208671/
http://www.theglobeandmail.com/news/toronto/tdsb-director-urged-to-step-down-over-plagiarism/article7098112/
http://kitchener.ctvnews.ca/internal-probe-finds-uw-prof-guilty-of-plagiarism-1.1105263
http://www.janegoodall.org/
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photos, founded the global non-profit Jane Goodall Institute, and become a United Nations Messenger of 
Peace. 

Her credibility is golden. So why on earth would anyone jeopardize that reputation by plagiarizing? As The 
Daily Beast reports, the list of plagiarized passages goes well beyond those first noticed by a reviewer at 
The Washington Post. But perhaps more disturbing are the quotes that Goodall claims came directly from 
interviews she did. In one case, the quote “appears to have been lifted from the website of [the 
interviewee’s] employer.” And the supposed interview subject doesn’t remember speaking to Goodall at 
all. 

Most alarming of all, though, is that Goodall’s defense appears to echo that of the federal job seeker 
above—the one who just happened to overlook the instructions not to cheat. In the first page of its article 
on Goodall, The Daily Beast notes that she issued a statement saying the copying was “unintentional.” 

Now that’s the wildest one I’ve heard in a long time. 

S.D. Livingston is the author of several books, including the new suspense novel Kings of Providence. Visit her website for 
information on her writing (and for more musings on the literary world!). 

 

DID YOU KNOW? Online Learning 

Need to brush up your skills or pursue an area of interest, but don’t want to 
take a formalized university course? As flexible learning becomes increasingly 
popular, more and more schools and organizations are offering online learning 
opportunities. Add two to the ever-growing list: Coursera and Udacity. 

Coursera, “partners with the top universities in 
the world to offer courses online.” Courses 
come with a specific start date and run 
anywhere from four to twelve weeks, and there 

are always new courses becoming available as the calendar progresses. 
Offerings range from English from Duke to organizational management 
from Vanderbilt to computer science from Princeton. Anyone can study 
with Coursera; all materials are freely available online. 

Udacity takes a different approach; courses are also free, but are available 
via open enrollment. There are no deadlines. Instruction is accomplished 
through “bite-sized videos,” and the site offers forums and a place to 
arrange study groups and meetups. Current course offerings include 
business, computer science, math, and physics. 

  

http://www.thedailybeast.com/articles/2013/03/26/jane-goodall-s-troubling-error-filled-new-book-seeds-of-hope.html
http://sdlivingston.ca/
https://www.coursera.org/
https://www.udacity.com/
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Not That Good 

In the hours leading up to my departure to Edmonton for next-day surgery, I 
found myself restless. Goodness knows there were lots of things I could or 
should have been doing to make my post-surgery life easier.  

I could have been preparing for the bizarre diet I’ll need to follow post-
surgery. During the pre-admission clinic I met with a dietician. Her lucky job 
was to break the news to me that for two weeks after the operation I would 
essentially be on a liquid diet. She handed me a tip sheet on how to get 
enough calories and nutrients from the Canada Food Guide four categories. 
The catch is, it all has to be thin enough to easily go through a straw. But 
using a straw itself isn’t allowed because you could suck in too much air.  

That means that while the family is eating an Easter feast I’ll be pureeing—
what, ham, cabbage rolls, and salad? I’m only being slightly facetious. I’ve 
stocked up on Ensure, Yop, baby food, and soups that still will all need to be 
thinned down. 

The liquid diet is to be followed by four to six weeks on a soft diet. Think 
ultra-soggy Rice Krispies, bananas, ice cream, poached eggs. In general, the 
list of “Choose” items is shorter than the “Not Well Tolerated” list. Avoid 
anything hard, crispy, crunchy, raw, nutty, chewy, gas-causing, acidic, spicy, 
or deep-fried. Other than that, go ahead . . . knock yourself out. 

The good news is that apparently people lose weight on this regime. 
(Really?)  

But today, instead of getting my food in order I’m pacing and trying to put 
my office back together. This need to tidy up, purge papers, and beautify the 
space by hanging pictures reminds me of the nesting instinct pregnant 
women experience as they count down to baby’s arrival. You’re not quite 
sure what to do with the nervous energy, so you putz. 

In either scenario you don’t know what to expect post-event. Will you come through the delivery/surgery 
well, or will there be complications? How will you cope with the new reality, whether it’s a sweet bundle 
of joy or a crying machine? How will you cope with the pain management and restricted activity following 
laparoscopic surgery? Better than the old days of open surgeries, heavy-duty anesthetic, week-long 
hospital stays, and six inch scars prone to infection, of course. What will your state of mind and energy 
level be like? 

You want the place to be nice and clean if visitors come. You want to pace yourself and allow enough time 
and energy for only the important things, like nurturing baby or getting well. It’s time to be smart. 
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In our almost-done renovation state I’m settling for good enough: a new feather pillow, clean bedding, 
some degree of order to the chaos. Maybe I’ll have time to actually read something longer than a 
magazine article. Or restart Netflix. Maybe I’ll have the wherewithal to finish what I can’t get to today: 
stacks of papers and file folders of “really important stuff.”  

A good wife would be preparing meals for her long-suffering husband, who won’t be on a liquid diet. 
Guess I’m not that good, from where I sit. 

Hazel Anaka’s first novel is Lucky Dog. Visit her website for more information or follow her on Twitter 
@anakawrites. 

 

CLICK OF THE WRIST I Can't Believe They're Selling That 

Cue the disappointed sighs: Scope’s hyped-up bacon mouthwash was just a drawn-out April Fool’s 
prank. But can you blame us for believing? The meaty mouthwash would have joined an illustrious list 
of products that probably should never have been marketed: 

HuffPost’s Top 15 

What are the 15 “stupidest products of all time”? The spray-on hair and the “boob separator” both earn 
an honourable mention in the Huffington Post’s list. The slideshow links to actual marketing videos—
you’ll swear it’s all a hoax! 

For the Greater Good 

There are stupid products and products that raise the eyebrows of even the more open-minded. And then 
there are these: products which essentially have been created in order to allow the buyer to lead a life of 
crime, stalk, deceive, or otherwise engage in antisocial behaviour. Check out 
Cracked’s top six. 

And Speaking of Classy 

Sometimes it’s not the product itself that’s the problem, it’s the 
marketing—or the timing—or a combination of all three. This list of the 
“five worst marketing ideas ever put into action” will make even the 
hardiest consumer cringe. 

Cue the Creative 

Stupid products bring out the best in us—in terms of sense of humour, that 
is. This Cracked article profiles some really bizarre products which have 
garnered hilarious, sarcastic reviews from Amazon users. There’s hope for 
the human race yet!   

   

http://hazelanaka.ca/hazelswordpress/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/money/business/2013/04/01/april-fools-day-pranks-scope-virgin-atlantic-ikea/2042451/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2009/11/02/the-15-stupidest-products_n_342316.html#s48954&title=Tinkles_The_Toilet
http://www.cracked.com/article/200_6-products-designed-solely-to-make-you-worse-person/
http://www.cracked.com/article_19863_the-5-worst-marketing-ideas-ever-put-into-action_p2.html
http://www.cracked.com/article_18939_8-stupid-amazon-products-with-impressively-sarcastic-reviews.html
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THE MINDFUL BARD Wanda Waterman 

Books, Music, and Film to Wake Up Your Muse and 
Help You Change the World  

Film: Chicken with Plums  

Directors: Marjane Satrapi and Vincent Paronnaud 

Cast: Mathieu Amalric, Jamel Debbouze, Goshifteh 
Farahani, Edouard Baer, Chiara Mastroianni, Isabella 
Rossellini, Eric Caravaca, Maria De Medeiros 

The Tragic Waltz of Art and Homeland 

Faranguisse is talking to Nasser Ali.  She’s practically 
spitting nails. Having loved him from her childhood 
because of his beautiful violin playing, she has quickly 
grown bitterly resentful at his failure—or refusal—to 
make any contributions of time, money, or effort to the 
family, compelling her to support the family and still 
attend to household duties. After having shown herself 
willing to make sacrifices, she’s perplexed that no one 
has offered her a ram. 

His violin, the original cause of her infatuation with him, is now her rival. Her present wrath reveals an 
utter failure to appreciate the significance of his gift.  

Once again Marjane Satrapi, the Iranian writer of Persepolis, examines the role of the artist in the context 
of an oppressive political regime, this time with a moving allegory. Nasser Ali is a melancholic violin 
virtuoso from Tehran. Under his mother’s pressure he marries Faranguisse, a math teacher he doesn’t 
love, and has two children whom he mostly ignores. One day, after a series of disappointments, he makes 
up his mind to die.  

His story—past, present, and future—is very cleverly told within the eight days it takes him to actually 
pass from this mortal coil. In this time we learn that his daughter grows up to become a tragic heroine, 
drowning her disgust in booze, cigarettes, and bitter pronouncements. Nasser’s odious little boy moves to 
the US, where he marries a vapid cheerleader and raises a brood of brats worthy of trash TV. 

We also learn that as a boy he was a bit of a reject, his special gifts eclipsed by those of his more academic 
and amenable little brother. 

 

http://www.sonyclassics.com/chickenwithplums
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As a single student, Nasser fell in ill-fated love with a girl with the highly significant name “Iran.” She loved 
him just as dearly, and led a life of quiet despair after her father forbade her to marry the penniless music 
student. At this juncture Nasser’s violin master tells him, “From now on the love you lost will be in every 
note you play.” Art is clearly a kind of spiritual apprenticeship; your pain doesn’t necessarily enrich it, but 
it can if you desire it to.  

After his heart is broken, Nasser becomes a brilliant violinist with a stellar career. But in the end it’s not 
enough. Artists long for powerful connection, and a lack of such connection is the source of their deepest 
sadness. This is one thing that makes living with artists so frustrating for those who don’t understand 
them. It’s even more frustrating—devastating, even—for the artists thus prevented from achieving the 
connections they require.  

The violinist sums up the plight of the artist within an oppressive society. His inamorata represents the 
true needs of that society for the beauty that he can show them; the resentful wife is the demands of 
everyday living, which take their toll on the artist and which the artist is especially ill-equipped to fulfill. 
The film looks at this problem writ large: Can art-haters ever compel a country to forget the deepest and 
most sincere expressions of love from her artists? Never, according to Chicken with Plums. Never, never, 
never.  

Chicken With Plums manifests ten of the Mindful Bard’s criteria for films well worth seeing: 1) it is 
authentic, original, and delightful; 2) it poses and admirably responds to questions that have a direct 
bearing on my view of existence; 3) it stimulates my mind; 4) it harmoniously unites art with social action, 
saving me from both seclusion in an ivory tower and slavery to someone else’s political agenda; 5) it 
provides respite from a sick and cruel world, a respite enabling me to renew myself for a return to mindful 
artistic endeavour; 6) it is about attainment of the true self; 7) it inspires an awareness of the sanctity of 
creation; 8) it displays an engagement with and compassionate response to suffering; 9) it makes me want 
to be a better artist; and 10) it makes me appreciate that life is a complex and rare phenomenon, making 
living a unique opportunity. 

Wanda also penned the poems for the artist book They Tell My Tale to Children Now to Help Them to be Good, a 
collection of meditations on fairy tales, illustrated by artist Susan Malmstrom. 

  

“For a man who no longer has a homeland, writing becomes a place to live.” 

Theodor Adorno  

 

 

 

 

http://themindfulbard.wordpress.com/about
http://susanmalmstrom.com/?s=they+tell+my+tale
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS DESK 
At Home: No Boys Allowed 

Boys will be boys, the old saying goes, but one fish farmer has 
had enough of their antics.  

As The Toronto Star reports, Jonathan Lucas, a Whitehorse-
based fish farmer who breeds Arctic char, has developed a 
compound which can be applied to Arctic char sperm to 
reduce the likelihood of male offspring. 

Lucas, who has been farming the fish for over a decade, had 
become increasingly frustrated by “lustful Arctic char teens 
who disrupt his breeding pools.” The young male fish spent 
their time and energy fighting and attempting to attract the 
interest of females by changing their skin colour to look 
“pretty,” Lucas told reporters. 

This affected the interior colour of the fish flesh, changing the colour of the male fillets from the typical 
pink to a pale or white shade. Additionally, the energy put into fighting and colour changing meant that 
the young males did not grow as big as their female counterparts. 

Lucas’s compound, which is naturally derived, “acts like a magnet by attracting male chromosomes . . . 
preventing them from swimming and giving a head start to female chromosomes during artificial 
insemination.”  

As a result, the hatchlings are predominantly female, reducing the problem of the “lustful teenage males.” 

Around the World: Flipping the Bird 

A mouthy bird, an ex who lives next door with his girlfriend, and a local noise ordinance: Sounds like the 
stuff of sitcom royalty, but truth is stranger than fiction in this US story. 

As the Huffington Post reports, a woman’s pet cockatoo—given to her by her ex-husband—“allegedly 
swore at her ex-husband's girlfriend, who lived with him next door.” 

The girlfriend complained that the bird violated a local noise ordinance that states that “any dog, animal 
or fowl that habitually barks, howls or makes noise and disturbs a neighbor may be deemed a public 
nuisance.” For several months the animosity grew as the girlfriend began a series of complaints to the 
police “over noise from the parrot and other offenses.” 

Initially the city found the cockatoo’s owner in breach of the ordinance, and levied a fine. The dispute 
eventually went to court, but when the aggrieved bird owner’s attorney fought back, insisting that “the 
noise ordinance was unconstitutional because it was highly subjective and intended for cases of dog-
barking,” the City dropped the suit. 

News readers and nosy neighbours everywhere are wondering: What did the bird say?  

http://www.thestar.com/news/canada/2013/04/01/lustful_teenage_males_disrupt_arctic_char_breeding.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/27/lynne-taylor-warwick-rhode-island_n_2964119.html
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AUSU UPDATE                      

Dear Members, 

You may have recently seen information on the internet 
speculating about the future of Athabasca University. These 
reports suggest that the Alberta government may broker a 
merger between AU and University of Alberta, and that this 
may result in drastic changes to the services and programs 
offered to students AU students. 

We want you to know that AUSU is aware of these rumours 
and is actively investigating the source – we will keep you 
informed as we know more.   

We can tell you that AU is governed via a bicameral structure 
with two main governing bodies: the General Faculties 

Council (formerly Academic Council) and the Board of Governors (formerly Governing Council). AUSU has 
representatives on both of these governing bodies and we can confirm that there has been no formal 
discussion of a university merger among these groups. The AU president, Frits Pannekoek, has also assured 
the press that there is no truth to the rumour. On behalf of our members, we are seeking more information 
from the Board of Governors, the minister, and AU executives.  

At this time we simply have no evidence that a merger is being seriously considered by AU, the U of A, or 
the Alberta government, and we note that among the many committees and working groups of AU, 
planning and development for the future continues as usual.   

We know that our members are worried and want more information. We will update you as soon as we 
know more. At this time we do not feel there is any reason for students to worry or make changes to their 
study plans.   

Do not hesitate to contact our office if you wish to talk about this or any other issue affecting AU students.   

AUSU. 

This column is provided by AUSU to facilitate communication with its members. The Voice does not write or edit this 
section; all content has been exclusively and directly provided by AUSU, and any questions or comments about the 
material should be directed to ausu@ausu.org.  

mailto:ausu@ausu.org
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